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Protection of precious native vegetation 
in the Mid North 
High value native vegetation in the western part of the 
Wirrabara forest is being safeguarded for future generations and 
incorporated into the greater South Australian parks system.

The South Australian Government has approved the transfer of 
more than 3500 hectares of land in Wirrabara forest from 
ForestrySA to the state’s parks system under the management of 
the Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources.

The land transfer creates one linked up area for conservation, 
recreation and tourism providing continued enjoyment for both 
the local community and visiting tourists.

In addition to protecting ongoing public access, the transfer will 
also ensure co-ordinated conservation and fire management 
plus the potential for the future establishment of nature based-
tourism ventures.

Minister for Forests Leon Bignell says the State Government’s 
focus throughout the entire process has been on securing jobs 
and ensuring the region’s economic prosperity.

"This has been a complex process and I would like to 
acknowledge both the Member for Stuart and the Member for 
Frome, who have been excellent advocates for the region," 
Minister Bignell says.

"We all have the same goal - to deliver the best result for the 
region, retain the jobs we have and, where possible, increase the 
number of jobs in the area.

"It is clear there is huge potential for expanded and new 
enterprises to employ people in the Mid North region and we 
want everyone - industry, community and government - to work 
together to increase economic activity in the area."
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Caption: DEWNR land transfer
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Minister for Sustainability, Environment and Conservation Ian 
Hunter says DEWNR will manage high conservation value areas 
of native vegetation and key recreational sites at Wirrabara 
forest, such as Wirrabara Range and Spaniards Gully, which will 
become parks, and the King Tree native forest reserve, 
Ippinitchie Campground, the old Wirrabara nursery, and the 
Wirrabara Forest HQ area," Minister Hunter says.

"DEWNR will work closely with the Mid North community in the 
management and use of these areas into the future."



MID NORTH news     

Come and say G’day 
at the Jamestown 
Country Show
Representatives from PIRSA will be on hand at 
the Jamestown Country Show on Monday  
2 October 2017.
PIRSA will host a stand to meet with the local community to talk 
about the progress of the Mid North Forests Future Strategy.

We will also be giving away free show bags and promotional 
information related to PIRSA divisions across Forestry, Regions SA, 
Biosecurity, Fisheries and SARDI.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Mid North Forests Future 
Strategy Progress Update
The Mid North Forests Future Strategy was developed after devastating fires damaged plantations in 
Bundaleer and Wirrabara Forests. 

After extensive consultation with the community, the 
South Australian Government is moving forward to 
deliver the best possible outcomes for the region by 
retaining and creating jobs in a diverse range of 
enterprises, including commercial forestry, grazing, 
cropping, agriculture, firewood and horticulture 
ventures. A number of successful proposals were 
announced earlier this year. Other outcomes are in the 
final stages of negotiation, but must remain confidential 
until the subdivision of land is finalised and contracts 
can be entered into. 

The strong support that has been expressed for 
environmental and community values in the Mid North 
will continue to guide the government’s negotiations. 
To that end, the government is transferring areas of 
high conservation value areas of native vegetation and 
key recreational sites across Wirrabara forest to the 
Department of Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources.

The government is also working with future proponents 
and the newly formed Bundaleer Forest Community 
Areas Association to come to arrangements for the 
Bundaleer picnic grounds and surrounding trails. The 
oval, tennis courts and surrounding buildings are being 
transferred to the Bundaleer Sport and Recreation 
Association for their continued management.  

To further protect recreational assets, the Heysen and 
Mawson trails across both forests are to be protected 
using the Recreational Greenways Act 2000. Consultation 
feedback is being used to map out the final trails. 

These processes are deliberately precise and careful. 
These forests have very important economic, 
environmental and community values, and the 
government is doing all it can to ensure these values 
are maintained and enhanced into the future. 
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New PIRSA Regional  
Co-ordinator for the Mid North
Angela Ruddenklau has been appointed to the position of PIRSA Regional Co-ordinator for the 
Yorke and Mid North region.

Angela has 
previously 
worked in 
regional 
development 
in the Yorke 
Mid North and 
has particular 
experience in 
the food, wine 
and tourism 

industries. She has also been a regional 
representative for the South Australia 
Tourism Commission as well as working 
on projects with local industry groups and 
other government agencies.

“I am excited to take on this role as there is 
so much happening in the region," she 
said. 

“I live and have worked in country South 
Australia for many years and look forward 
to working with local people to continue to 
develop opportunities for in our area.”

Name: Angela Ruddenklau

Position: Regional Coordinator Yorke and 
Mid North

What I do:  Work with industries, businesses 
and other government agencies to support 
productive regions and sustainable 
communities.  

Impact of work:  Nearly all of my work 
involves working in collaborative groups to 
ensure the best outcomes for the region.

Outside of work:  I am kept busy with 
three very sporty children and a small 
vineyard.

Background: I grew up on a farm outside 
of Kimba on the Eyre Peninsula.  I have 
worked on the establishment of several 
regional food networks such as Food 
Barossa and Clare Valley Cuisine. 

What’s good about working for PIRSA:  
PIRSA has a very wide and varied portfolio 
so there are always interesting things going 
on.  It’s a great environment and people are 
really willing to share information and ideas.

What I like about my job:  I like my job as 
it covers such a variety of industries ranging 
from agriculture to nature based tourism, 
food and wine, and main street renewal 
programs.

Interesting fact:  I began my career as 
a professional conference organiser and 
worked on many national and international 
events. 

Congratulations and welcome Angela!

Agricultural 
information and 
mapping website, 
AgInsight
AgInsight South Australia is the first website in Australia to provide 
agribusiness industry analysis, land capability mapping, commodity 
information and the latest news in one place.

Managed by PIRSA, the website provides over 150 layers of 
geospatial data including climate, soil, transport, utilities, property 
and planning.

This interactive information and mapping portal allows users from 
around the world to access this comprehensive agricultural and 
economic data, as a resource for investors identifying business 
opportunities and commodity options in SA.

For more information visit www.pir.sa.gov.au/primary_
industry/aginsight_south_australia



Contact:
Phone: 8226 0995 
Email: PIRSA.Forestry@sa.gov.au 
Website www.pir.sa.gov.au

Subscribe to PIRSA newsletters
• Regions SA e-newsletter
• Premium Food and Wine

e-newsletter
• SARDI Impacts newsletter
• Fish Facts
• PestFacts
• Crop Watch 

Visit www.pir.sa.gov.au/subscribe

Also don’t forget to follow @SA_
PIRSA on Twitter for the latest news 
from PIRSA and use the hashtag 
#saregions. 

We’d love to hear from you including future story ideas related to the Mid North, what the area means 
to you and your family. Please get in touch, email us at PIRSA.Forestry@sa.gov.au

Spring blitz for animal health
Spring is on the way and livestock producers are reminded to ensure they are ready to protect their 
animals against a range of animal health risks this season.
The onset of warmer weather combined with recent heavy rain fall 
has created an ideal environment for animal problems to take hold.

Common livestock conditions seen in spring include footrot and 
flystrike in sheep, worms, red gut, pulpy kidney and grass seeds.

Footrot is highly contagious and can lead to lameness in a flock. 
Footrot in sheep & goats is a notifiable disease under the Livestock 
Act 1997. A problem in high rainfall areas of the state, the ideal 
environmental conditions that can contribute to footrot spread 
occur from September to November, and later in a wet summer.

Spring is also a key time for producers to ensure their vaccination 
program is in place, particularly the all-important second 
vaccination ensuring optimal immunity.

PIRSA Chief Veterinary Officer, Roger Paskin, said good on-farm 
biosecurity was the first line of defence in protecting the state’s $4.8 
billion livestock industry.

“Producers should now do everything reasonable to protect the 
health of their animals,” Dr Paskin said. 

“Simple key steps such as good hygiene, vaccinations, monitoring 
for signs of ill health and seeking professional advice, really do help 
to contain animal health problems.

“The economic loss of one good lamb to a vaccine-preventable 
disease is approximate to the cost of 500 vaccine doses. A successful 
vaccination program will ensure the type of vaccine, number and 
timing of doses and the storage and handling of vaccines is right.” 

If you suspect any form of exotic disease in your animals 
immediately contact the Emergency Animal Health Disease
Watch Hotline on 1800 675 888, a Biosecurity SA Animal Health 
Officer, or your vet. 

For further details visit
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/animal_health  




