Grazing Management

1. Grazing Native Grasslands

Native grass lands consist of perennial grasses that will be more persistent under grazing that includes long rest periods between short periods of grazing. Rest periods could be as short as 50 days or as long as 120 days depending on growth.  The plants need time to recover before they are grazed again. 

Benchmark

Aim to leave 500kg of dry matter / ha after grazing and ideally there should be 5 perennial plants per meter square and below 2 plants per/m2 is low.

2. Deferred grazing

Deferred grazing is a tactic where livestock are excluded from pasture areas after the autumn break to maximise germination and establishment of pasture seedlings. Stock should be concentrated on cropping paddocks up to sowing, sacrifice paddocks or in confinement feedlots.

3. Grazing green feed

· Match stocking pressures to pasture growth - if a pasture / crop is growing at 30kg DM/ha per day then the stocking pressure should be 30 DSE/ha

· Start grazing cereals early and defer grazing of regenerating pastures to allow them to accumulate leaf

· Maintain high grazing pressure on cereals to stop them going rank and patchy; graze hard initially leaving some leaf to enable recovery during a rest period, then return to high grazing pressure.

· Use a simple four paddock rotation to allow plants to recover after grazing, aim to keep pastures in Growth Phase 2 (Figure 1).

· Fencing into small paddocks increases stocking pressure which reduces selective grazing and results in even grazing.  Big mobs can do the same job.

· Use temporary electric fencing to subdivide paddocks.

[image: image2.wmf]water

500 sheep

500 sheep

500 sheep

50 m

50 m

trees


Figure 1: Phases of Pasture Growth 

4. Grazing dry feed including stubbles and standing cereals

· A good water supply is critical

· A combination of a good water supply and summer grazing management can be used to maintain ground cover

· Rotational grazing is critical to efficiently ration out dry feed / stubbles and to prevent overgrazing especially on sand hills and in paddocks where animals tend to graze into the wind; moving stock every week is most effective

· The bigger the mob and the more paddocks in the rotation, the more efficiently the dry feed is used and ground cover retained

· A combination of high stocking pressure (20-40 DSE / ha) and frequent shifts (weekly) enables all feed to be utilised, not just the preferred areas

· Small paddocks improve feed utilisation by reducing trampling of feed and portable electric fencing is useful for achieving this in bigger paddocks 

5. Rotational Grazing

Benefits of rotating and shifting stock regularly (weekly)

· Reduced camping, tracking and trampling

· Improve pasture utilsation

· More even distribution of nutrients rather than in concentrated urine and faeces zones (camps)

· Reduced selective grazing

Note – stock will get in the habit of being shifted and it is more labour efficient to move and check 2-3 mobs rather than lots of small mobs.

Key elements of rotational grazing

Simple four paddock rotation

To start a simple four-paddock rotation, combine animals from four paddocks or, subdivide a single paddock into four with temporary electric fences. Rotate stock around the four paddocks in a general program of two weeks grazing and six weeks rest.
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Option is to  take paddock from rotation
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	Figure 2: Four paddock rotation during moderate pasture growth – 6 weeks rest
	
	Figure 3: Four paddock rotation during fast growth – 2 to 3 weeks rest


Key decisions in rotational grazing systems

Rest period – the re-growth and recovery time between grazing.

Graze period – the animal grazing time (days) before moving before the next paddock

Grazing intensity – the number of animals per hectare in the paddock being grazed

Rotation length – the number of days it takes stock to move around the system.

Tools –  

MLA Tips and Tools - Getting started with simple time- based rotational grazing, Intensive rotational grazing
6. Confinement Feedlots / Drought Lots
Confinement feed lots are must have infrastructure on a sheep producers property. They increase livestock flexibility, reducing the need to sell or agist stock in droughts to avoid serious soil erosion. 

They can be used for a number of reasons:

· To allow annual pastures to get established at the break of the season

· To reduce erosion risk in paddocks by maintaining surface cover

· Bought fodder contains weed seeds, which can be fed in a confined area

· Grazing will damage the pasture or vegetation

· To allow sparse pastures to survive and set seed

· Production feeding to finish stock for market



Figure 4:  Example Confinement Feedlot
Developed with funding from DEWNR
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