PEF

[4

v

N

o

Aetlogrengzr

L
e

-

By Conservation Writer KYM TILBROOK

Slowing SA&'s rate of land clear-
ance is urgently needsad, according

to u State Government report issued

yesterday.

Izssuing the report, the -

Minisger for the Environ-

ment (Mr. Simmions) said

that aboug 73 p.c. of the
Slate inside the 250-mil-
limetre rainfall line had
been cleared for agricul-
ture.

~Of the remalning 26
pi, 5 p.e.was in national
parks, he zaid,

It would have heen a

cood ides if the report
had been set up 10 or 20
years ago, he said.
. The report says un-
cleared vegetation is a
figite and ‘“constantly
declining resource” which
will continue to be need-
ed for community needs.

It says priveiples af
sound land use and man-
ageinent should be ap-
nlied.

The report was coml-
missioned by the Cabinet
in July, 1974, because of
cohicernn afb the rate of
land clearance.

The study, “Vegeta-
tion-Clearance in 84,7
makes 14 recommenda-
tions which it hopes will
slow clearance.

It discusses financial

Cincentives  for  keeping
natural vegetation, and
compensation for poten-
tial produckion ldss,

The report suggest &8
Heritage Agreeinents Act
undier which a landowner

could comfract with acn:

independent : body, typi-.
cally the Government, to
use his land in an acleed
way. ]

The agreement would '
not be varied without the”
consent of both partles -
and would remain as an
encumbrance, . coverl
any sunsequﬂnt DWIET

The ieport says the !
Crown Solicitor should he
asked to draft a madel
ggreemsent which’ would |
allow natural vegetation
ta be kept. on 'p’rimtej
land in . perpetuity .andj
also ensvre that a chosen
form of incentive was nofb
abused.

The 57-page report re-,
commends:

® Immediate, mmoves to
cdecide iveasonable. ahd
fair iriceniives to en-.
courage landholders to°
keep native vegetation.

& Atfention should first
ba directed towards.
varving State and local
government rates and
taxes, .

& All ‘possible  incenmtive-

. schemes should be cost-
ed and evaluated.

Tt says many existing o

State and Commonwealth
rates zmdttaxea are a dis-
incentive o retain na-
tural vegetation.

"Some measure of rellef
frow their provisions
would probably encourage
land owners to retain na-
tural vegetation.” the re-
port says.

It suggests the Income
Tax Assessment Act could
be’ amended {o allow the
deduction of land clear-
ing costs only for ‘ap-
praved clearance pro-
posals.
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- when considering infro-
- ducing the interim- mea- .
“pure - “that ~the farmers.

' fenced. or” delayér
" ministrative proc

cment for the Envir

@ Conid, from
Page 1.

An amendment could
glso allow deductions for
the cost of meintalning |
uncleared land. .

The report says pres-
gures from land tax fo
clear land are consldera-

ble and some relief ap» |
. pears needed,

“At present, land used
for primary proauction
recelves a statutory éx-
emption of #§40,000, but
land held for conseiva-

relief,” it says.

The report says local |
poverriment rates vary
from distriet to distriet
bulb are highest near wur-
ban areas.

Thiz does not henefld
the landowner who wish-
es to remain on the land
and often forces prema-
ture suhdivision and/or
clearancs, it says.

“Local government
retes are generally higher
than land tax and remis-
sions or exemptions from
thern may be & more de-
cigive Incentive for the

retention of vegetation.”

Compensation for po-
tential producton 1025
would he extremely ex-
pensive and difficult to
administer, - the report
52¥S. .

The committed pro-

posed that in the interim

applications  for land

. glearance should be scru-

tinlsed by - the “Depart-
ment for the :Environ-
ment.

However, 1t is ~ well
aware that 1{f lialson s
not established with rural
Anterests first, thls mea-
sure could provoke & hos- -
tile reaction. |

It says it Is 1mpnrbant‘

should not be inconvem‘
by ad-’
-edures.”.. -
It recommends that the |

. move ‘ha handled by the:

director of the ‘Depart-!

ment, assisfed! by an adz
visoly committee _on

! yegetation clearance,

flf)gmebl Iong-term answer
“must' be ' the - estabiish-

thority supported by sba
tute

: {5 necessary.

- et _.polzc:les, “gnd

- @ Clearancs . has . drapped

o future deraand.

"® Vegetation clesrance. 11;:-'
b}_le futire. ‘shoiild " re~

ZGovernment i Jooking"
: a,tk_ the ; recommendatlons

! the public
; _because i

" partment of Agricul e
Cand Fisheriés; tha Lands

" The measure would be

. monitored and, if neces-
" sary, rewewed after three .
| years.

The ‘repiort says thef

ment of a lahd use Au-

“Bu t' short —tenn control

The committae' .3-“159

technélogical Cdevelop
ments: in “lahd ut1h=a—
“tion and’ management

if1 Tecent: yea.rs,,but a

- ance’ a.nd development
ot 'more land’ in " exiat-
ing: agrmultural reglc:

Deparf;ment and tha
Woods - and Forests X
partment

- The cummibtea chair-
man was Mr, C. Harrls of
the’ Department for: the i
Environment.: SR [




