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EUROPEAN HOUSE BORER (EHB) 

Hylotrupes bajulus Linnaeus 
What is it? 

European House Borer (EHB) (Hylotrupes bajulus Linnaeus), 
is a destructive pest of untreated seasoned coniferous timber, 
including pine, fir and spruce (Pinus, Abies, Picea, Araucaria 
and Pseudotsuga species). It can cause major structural 
damage to buildings.  

Timbers commonly used for structural and joinery purposes in 

Australia, including radiata pine, southern pine, Douglas fir, 
hoop pine and bunya pine have all been shown to be 
susceptible to damage by EHB.  

In Western Australia, EHB has been found in susceptible dead 
trees, logs and living trees with dead wood (dried out 
damaged branches or trunks). EHB also infests susceptible 
roof timbers, wall frames, flooring, architraves, door frames 
and timber articles such as pine furniture, shipping crates, pallets and transport supporting timber and frames. 

Where did it come from? 

EHB is found in Europe, the Middle East (Turkey), North Africa, South Africa, South America, USA, and China. EHB 
has been detected several times previously in Australia but these infestations were eradicated by fumigation.  

It was first detected in Perth, Western Australia, in 2004 and was the subject of an unsuccessful eradication program 
from 2006 to 2010. European house borer is now considered endemic in Western Australia, but restrictions remain in 
place to stop the spread of this pest to other Australian states. 

What to look for? 

EHB can be very difficult to detect in host material. Signs are 
not always easy to see and may not occur for years after 
infestation. The damage is caused by EHB larvae boring 
galleries within the wood, thereby effecting the structure of the 
timber that is not easily visible from the outside. Borers will 
rarely break through the timber surface and that is how an EHB 
infestation often goes undetected. 
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Report suspected detections to the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline. 

Disclaimer: The material in this publication was prepared from the most up-to-date information available at the time of publication. 
It is intended as a guide only and the publisher accepts no responsibility 

 

The signs of EHB include: 

 Frass, a mixture of wood dust and droppings, can sometimes be found on the floor below infested timber 
where adult beetles have emerged from holes 

 Oval shaped holes in timber, typically 5-10 mm in length, running with the grain on the wood surface 

 Adult beetles, larvae (inside timber) and eggs (laid in cracks and crevices)  

 A soft scraping sound made by the larvae as they feed. This is most likely heard at night, when it is quiet, 
and can be audible from some distance. 

EHB is able to live in a wide variety of climatic conditions, although it has preference for temperate habitats it is 
usually found in coastal regions.  

How is EHB spread? 

The most likely method of spread from WA to other States and Territories would be through the interstate movement 
of infested timber and timber products including building materials, wooden pallets, packaging and pine furniture.  
Providing their food source is not exhausted, adult EHB beetles will travel only small distances. However, they are 
considered to be strong fliers and can cover a considerable distance in search of a new food source and this can 
result in infestations of new areas.  

Importing EHB host materials into South Australia 

EHB has not been detected in South Australia and to minimise the risk of it getting here the entry of host material 
from Western Australia is prohibited unless it complies with Condition 4 of the the SA Plant Quarantine Standard 

Reporting EHB to Biosecurity SA 

If you notice any unusual plant pest or diseases symptoms in dry soft wood timber, please call Exotic Plant Pest 
Hotline. 
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https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/plant_health
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biosecurity-biosecurity-quarantineeuropean-house-borer

