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NOTICE TO LAKES AND COORONG FISHERY LICENCE HOLDERS

Ministerial exemption for use of a commercial yabby trap as a non-registered
device

Dear licence holder

| write regarding the ongoing trial use of a ‘commercial yabby trap’ as a non-registered
device.

In 2023, yabby pots were replaced with pyramid nets under the Fisheries Management
(General) Regulations 2017 and the previous Fisheries Management (Lakes and
Coorong Fishery) Regulations 2009 due to the risk to air-breathing animals such as
Rakali (Water Rats), Platypus and freshwater Tortoises.

Devices that can be used for the commercial catch of Yabby include pyramid nets and,
as part of a trial, a ‘commercial yabby trap’ under a Ministerial exemption. The trial of
the commercial yabby trap will continue to be informed by the SARDI Observer
Program. Information collected through this program will inform evaluation of the
ecological performance of the gear type.

The SARDI Observer Program has collected information from fishing trips undertaken
in 2023/24 in the River Fishery. However, due to continued low freshwater flows since
February 2024, no further observer data have been collected. The commercial yabby
trap cannot be considered to be added as a permitted device on commercial fishing
licences on an ongoing basis until sufficient data can be collected to adequately assess
the device features designed to mitigate the entrapment risk or mortality of air-breathing
animals. Therefore, to support this process | would encourage Lakes and Coorong
Fishery licence holders to participate in this trial if contacted.

As delegate of the Minister, | have approved a further Ministerial exemption pursuant to
section 115 of the Fisheries Management Act 2007, to allow the use of a commercial
yabby trap, as specified in the enclosed Ministerial exemption notice (ME9903449) to
enable Lakes and Coorong Fishery and River Fishery licence holders to use the
exempted device to enable ongoing data collection necessary for the evaluation
process. This exemption is valid from 17 September 2026 to 16 September 2027,
unless varied or revoked earlier.

Please note, the exemption is subject to strict conditions and only applies to commercial

licence holders with existing pyramid net entittements endorsed on their licence. It is
the exemption holder’s responsibility to ensure they are aware of their obligations, and
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they have a copy of the exemption notice when undertaking the exempted activity. The
Fisheries Management Act 2007 provides that it is an offence to breach a condition of
an exemption.

Should you have any further queries in regard to this matter please contact Michelle
Williams, Fisheries Management Officer, on 8429 0996, or email:
michelle.wiliams@sa.gov.au

Yours sincerely

Prof Gavin Begg
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE

Enclosed: Ministerial exemption notice (ME9903449)
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