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The year 1944 wos particularly dry and it is 8till rewembered as one of thmAdraught

years in Bouth Anstralis.

Hean rainfall for 42 years in the mgriculiural areas to that time was 15,22 Inches
por annum and from April to Novewber, the mean was 12.24 inches., In 1944, the corres-
ﬁ§ponding figuresg wera only 10,68 inches arnd 8,84 inches respectively.

With a shortage of 30% of rainfall in both the growing period and in tn¥ whole year,
it was natural that yields should he dragsiically reduced, To thet time, the mean yield
of wheat for the whole state had been 10.67 bush, per mere, In 1944445, only 5,70 bush.
per acre were gathered,

The major problem was to Teed the traciion pover of the agricultudst which then
consisted of 154,000 horses. In mddition it was hoped to protect the nili supply of the
ﬁetropoli%an area and large country townships. 3tud dairy herds were also s hizh priority.

The average hay yield for the Btate in 1941, 1942 end 1943 was 574,000 tons. In 1944,
only 317,000 tons was gathered including the 60,000 tons gothered by the Covernment.

The Governmeﬁt recognised before harvest the desperate position that £ raers were facing

On 5th Ogtober 1944, a Chaff and Hay Acquisition Act was gazetied end a Committss of

H

four was appeinted to zdminister the Act,




. Thomas Francis Rice (Chief Store Keeper) Chairman

Rowert Colin Scott (Department of Agriculiure) Member

Herbert Hohn Modra (Representing Chaff Merchants) Member

Thomas Shanahan Jr. {of Freeling - representing farmers) Member

e, M.L. Dermis -~ later Chairman of the Public Service Board, was Secretary,

The main provisions of the Aet were that the Conmittee could aaqulre eny chaff oy hay
within,*he State or any standing crop which was capahle of being made into hay,

The price of hay was £5«15-<0 per ton delivered Adelaide but this was later raised to
£5=10-0 in the stook and £6=5-0 in the stack on farms,

There was some hostility to compulsory scquisition but in the main, farmer co~operation
in the more favoured areas was tremmdous., From all of the hay gathered, only two erops
and a limited amount of hay stacked in previous masons vas compulsorily acquired,

Fr, Jenkine (later Sir Georse Jenkins) Minister for Agriculture aunounced in Farliament

on 2nd November 1944 that the following hay had been purchased:-

Yorke Peninsula 15,932 tons with the possibility of an
additional 1,000 tons

3yre Peninsula 15545 tons

Other areas 772 tons .

Acquired 872 tons

The finsl figures for purchases werei~

Yorke Paninsula 25,700 ‘ons
Ryxe Peninsula 17,500 tons
All other (including imports) 18,022 tons

TOTAL 60,622 tona

Much'Bf the "All other" purchases of 18,000 tons came from the South Last where
property owners volunterily cut and baled mezdow hay for use by the Committee, The exact
amount is unknown.

It is known that contracis were made'with lew Zealdnd for 500 tons, Mesteéﬁ Augtralia
for 9,400 tons, New South Wales 4,000 tons, and Tasmenia for 100 tons of compiessed chaff,

Not all of this hay was delivered and the figures wre Iincluded above.



Some hay from New South Wales was of very poor quality and the Committee refused to
pa§ for it. This led to a court case whieh was not settled until December 1948.

Of the 25,000 tons gathered on Yorke FPeninsula, approximately 16,000 tons was stacked
on the property of Mr, J.8, Honmner at Maitland. Some 5,000 tone were stacked on the
Paskeville oval and 3,000 tons were stacked at Port Vincent., A further 1,000 tons was
purchased in stecks that had been made in previoue years,

To effect thls repid gathering, the Committee was fequired to find labour and
machinery. Two nevw 8 foot cut binders were purchased together with 12 second hand binders
made up of 8 ¥ 6 foot cuts and 4 x 8 foot cuts. In addition 2 x 8 foot eut binders were
hired and one tractor wrs hired,

A% one stage there were over sixty men camped in the Maitland Show Favilion including
twenty studente from Roseworthy Gollege and Fifteen men from the army. There were simllar
but emaller camps at Paskeville and Port Vincent.

The "Maitland Vatch" makes many references to the entertainment provided for hay

makers in the Congregational Hall,

Port Vinéent hay was chaifed and shipped to Adelside uy ketch, Maitland hay was chaffed

and travelled by road to Paskeville and thence by rail to destinations in the north and in
. @

the Murray Mallee,

Distribdution of all purchases by the Committee was through the existing network of 8haff

and Hay merchants in the metropolitan and drought areas.

An interesiing sidelirht was a Government decision to allow one or twvo metlropolitan
cow owners one bag of chaff per cow per week to maintain the family milk gupply. ‘These
cowe were mainly grazing on the Adelaide park lands.

Hay was desperately short throughout 1945 and the Committee was able to make sales of
chaff to a value in excess of £1 million. DLespite the difficulties of farmers vho

purchased the hay, bad debis were less than £5.



