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            Declared Plant Policy 

 
This policy relates to natural resources management under section 9(1)(d) of the Landscape 
South Australia Act 2019 (the Act), enabling co-ordinated implementation and promotion of 
sound management programs and practices for the use, development or protection of natural 
resources of the State. Specifically, this policy provides guidance on the use and 
management of natural resources relating to the prevention or control of impacts caused by 
pest species of plants that may have an adverse effect on the environment, primary 
production or the community, as per object s7(1)(f) of the Act. 
 

mirror bush (Coprosma repens) 
 
Mirror bush is a salt-tolerant evergreen shrub from New Zealand that was widely used for 
windbreaks and garden hedges in the 19th and 20th centuries. It is naturalised in a few 
places in South Australia. 
 

Management Plan for Mirror Bush 
 
Outcomes 
 

• Displacement of native shrub species from native vegetation by mirror bush prevented. 
 
Objectives 
 

• Prevent the spread of mirror bush to uninfested areas due to planting. 
 

• Protect significant native vegetation sites in the Green Adelaide, Hills and Fleurieu, and 
Limestone Coast regions by controlling high priority infestations according to regional 
management plans. 

 
Best Practice Implementation 
 

• Regional landscape boards, Green Adelaide and the Chief Executive of the 
Department for Environment and Water to enforce the prohibition on sale of mirror 
bush. 
 

• Control high priority infestations according to regional management plans. 
 

 
Regional Implementation 
 
Refer to regional management plans for further details. 
 

Region Actions 

Alinytjara Wilurara Limited action 

Eyre Peninsula Limited action 

Green Adelaide Protect sites 

Hills and Fleurieu Protect sites 

Kangaroo Island Contain spread 

Limestone Coast Protect sites 

Murraylands and Riverland Limited action 

Northern and Yorke Limited action 
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South Australian Arid Lands Limited action 

 
 
Declaration 
 
To implement this policy, mirror bush is declared under the Landscape South Australia Act 
2019 throughout the whole of the State of South Australia.  Sale of the plant is prohibited. 
Green Adelaide and the Hills and Fleurieu Landscape Board may require land owners to 
control mirror bush on their land. These authorities are required to control plants on road 
reserves in their regions. 
 
Mirror bush is declared in category 3 under the Act for the purpose of setting maximum 
penalties and for other purposes. Any permit to allow its sale can only be issued by the 
regional landscape board or Green Adelaide pursuant to section 197. 
 
The following sections of the Act apply to mirror bush throughout each of the regions noted 
below:  
 

Region 
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186(1) Prohibiting entry to area          
186(2) Prohibiting movement on public roads          
188(1) Prohibiting sale of the plant  X X X X X X X X X 
188(2) Prohibiting sale of contaminated goods          
190 Requiring notification of presence          
192(1) Land owners to destroy the plant on their properties          
192(2) Land owners to control the plant on their properties   X X      
194 Recovery of control costs on adjoining road reserves          

 
The declaration of mirror bush does not apply to any named cultivar of Coprosma. 
 
 
Review 
 
This policy is to be reviewed by 2025, or in the event of a change in one or more regional 
management plans for mirror bush. 
 
 
Weed Risk 
 
Invasiveness 
 
Mirror bush has medium seed production.  Each berry contains 2-3 seeds and since it is 
dioecious, only about 50% of the bushes bear seed. It does not spread by vegetative 
reproduction.  Over long periods of time it can invade coastal and other native vegetation 
through seed dispersed by birds. 
 
Impacts 
 
In coastal vegetation mirror bush forms dense thickets 2-3 m tall that replace native shrubs 
and exclude their regeneration.  Dense shade and leaf litter accumulation in the thickets limit 
the range of ground flora that can survive.  Access by humans and vehicles can be impeded.  
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Mirror bush does not invade grazing paddocks as it is palatable to livestock. 
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Potential distribution 
 
Mirror bush is restricted to the highest rainfall coastal sites on sandy soils where the original 
vegetation is dominated by shrubs or small trees. 
 
 
Feasibility of Containment 
 
Control costs 
 
Control of mirror bush is labour-intensive, relying on cutting and swabbing with herbicide. 
 
Persistence 
 
Individual bushes live for many decades, and mirror bush appears able to persist indefinitely 
in suitable coastal habitats. Its distinctive appearance makes it easy to spot and remove 
plants. 
 
Current distribution 
 
Small infestations of mirror bush are scattered on coasts in the Green Adelaide and Hills and 
Fleurieu regions. It is also recorded from southern Eyre Peninsula, Kangaroo Island and the 
lower Limestone Coast at Dingley Dell and the Mount Burr Range. Most infestations are 
former hedges or localised spread from these. 
 
 
State Level Risk Assessment   
 
Assessment using the Biosecurity SA Weed Risk Management System gave the following 
comparative weed risk and feasibility of containment scores by land use:  
 

Land use 
 

Weed Risk Feasibility 
of control 

Response at 
State Level 

Native vegetation 
low 
13 

very high 
2 

monitor 

 
 
Considerations 
 
Coprosma repens was first imported from New Zealand in 1858, and was a popular hedge 
plant in the 19th century. The green-leaved wild type commonly known as mirror bush is 
rarely seen in the garden trade now. 
 
However, many Coprosma cultivars are grown in South Australia. Some of these such as 
Coppershine, Pacific Sunset and Yvonne are selections or hybrids with Coprosma repens 
ancestry. Others are compact, small-leaved hedging plants with variously coloured foliage 
that were bred from various other New Zealand species; examples include Brunette, 
Cappuccino, Evening Glow, Fire Burst, Goldenglow, Ignite, Inferno, Karo Red, Lemon and 
Lime, Pina Colada, Rainbow Surprise, Royale and Tequila Sunrise. 
 
None of the named cultivars are included in the declaration. No sections of the Act apply to 
any named cultivars of Coprosma. 
 
The risk assessment of mirror bush indicates a management action at State level of monitoring 
infestations in native vegetation. However, the local impacts of mirror bush in coastal 
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vegetation are much higher, with a score of up to 247 in the coastal zone of the Hills and 
Fleurieu region where a site protection strategy is justified. The Kangaroo Island region aims to 
contain spread in coastal vegetation and the Limestone Coast region has a strategy of site 
protection but these two regions do not require enforced control. In other regions, action is 
limited to enforcing the prohibition on sale. 
 
 
Synonymy 
 
Coprosma repens A. Rich., Voy. Astrolabe 1: 264 (1832). 
 
Taxonomic synonyms: 

Coprosma baueriana Hook.f., Fl. Nov.-Zel. 1: 104 (1852). 
Coprosma retusa Hook.f., Hooker's J. Bot. Kew Gard. Misc. 3: 415 (1844). 
Coprosma stockii B.S.Williams, Choice Stove Greenh. Pl. ed. 2: 166 (1873). 
 

Other common names include New Zealand mirror bush, taupata and shiny leaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hon David Speirs MP 
Minister for Environment and Water 
 
Date: 28 March 2021 
 

http://www.theplantlist.org/tpl1.1/record/kew-46956

