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AQUACULTURE ACT 2001

AQUACULTURE TENURE ALLOCATION BOARD (ATAB)

Point Pearce (East) Intertidal Aquaculture Zone and the Point Pearce (West) Aquaculture Zone prescribed in 
the Aquaculture (Zones—Eastern Spencer Gulf) Policy 2005

Minister’s Assessment Guidelines

The Aquaculture Tenure Allocation Board (ATAB) will assess applications and make recommendations to the Minister for Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (or delegate of the Minister) as to any applications that should not be granted and as to the order of 
merit of the remaining applications. The key objective of the tenure allocation process under the Aquaculture Act 2001 (“the Act”) is to 
ensure an equitable and transparent process is followed to allocate tenure to operators who will use the marine resource at an optimum 
level (in terms of the quality and quantity of output relative to the capacity of the environment).

The ATAB assesses all applications for new leases within aquaculture zones (in State waters) prescribed as non-public call areas, together 
with the proposed activity to be licenced, to ensure fairness in the tenure allocation process.

Under section 36(1) of the Act, in an aquaculture zone or part thereof (in State waters) not designated as a public call area, the ATAB must 
assess each application for a production lease and the accompanying application for a corresponding licence taking into account—

(a) the objects of the Act; and

(b) any prescribed criteria or other relevant provisions of the applicable aquaculture policy.

The ATAB must also assess all applications in accordance with the Minister’s assessment guidelines under section 36(2) of the Act.

Upon completion of assessment, the ATAB must make recommendations to the Minister as to applications that should not be granted and 
the order of merit of remaining applications.

The Objects of the Act are:

(a) to promote the ecologically sustainable development of marine and inland aquaculture; and

(b) to maximise the benefits to the community from the State’s aquaculture resources; and

(c) to ensure the efficient and effective regulation of the aquaculture industry.

Part A—Minister’s Assessment Guidelines

The assessment of applications received by the ATAB must be carried out in accordance with the Minister’s assessment guidelines under 
section 36 of the Act. The Minister’s assessment guidelines are:

Capability Description

Nature of proposal POINT PEARCE (EAST) INTERTIDAL AQUACULTURE ZONE AND POINT PEARCE (WEST) 
INTERTIDAL AQUACULTURE ZONE

• ATAB will ensure that the proposed activity is located within the Point Pearce (east) intertidal aquaculture 
zone and/or the Point Pearce (west) aquaculture zone and;

• In the Point Pearce (east) aquaculture zone is the farming of bivalve molluscs and/or algae and does not 
exceed 20 hectares; and

• In the Point Pearce (west) aquaculture zone is the farming of aquatic animals (other than abalone, finfish and 
prescribed wild caught tuna) in a manner that involves regular feeding, the farming of bivalve molluscs 
and/or the farming of algae and does not exceed 40 hectares.

• ATAB will take into account the interests of the local Aboriginal communities as represented by the Point 
Pearce Aboriginal Corporation (PPAC) or the Narungga Nation Aboriginal Corporation (NNAC).

• ATAB will take into account that Aboriginal traditions relating to the zone, including Aboriginal fishing 
traditions, must be preserved (subject to any contrary view of the PPAC or NNAC).

• ATAB will evaluate the nature of the proposal including proposed farming practices and processes.

• ATAB will evaluate if proposed farming structures are appropriate for the oceanographic conditions of the 
zone, taking into consideration any types of farming structures previously used in or around this zone and 
their ability or inability to withstand conditions.

• ATAB will evaluate the proposed stages and timeframes of development to ensure they are realistic and 
achievable.

Technical and 
Environmental 
Capacity

• ATAB will evaluate the level of knowledge and previous experience the applicant has in the farming of the 
proposed species, including in conditions comparable to those in the relevant aquaculture zone.

• ATAB will evaluate the applicant’s level of commitment in relation to ensuring the proposed operations are 
managed in an environmentally sustainable manner and that the intended farming activity will be compliant 
with the requirements of, or obligations under, the Act.

• ATAB will evaluate the applicant’s readiness to develop and commence operations on the site.

• ATAB will evaluate the applicant’s level of commitment to ecologically sustainable development of the site, 
and to the long-term growth and development of the aquaculture industry in the region.

Business capacity • ATAB will evaluate the information provided regarding the business capacity of the applicant to undertake 
the proposed farming activities.

• To assist ATAB in evaluating business capacity the applicant should provide information including, but not 
limited to:

• Three year financial projections for establishing and operating the site. To better inform ATAB, these 
projections may include a summary of establishment costs for the site including:

- Proof of the applicant’s financial capacity to establish and operate the proposed enterprise;

- Supporting infrastructure development costs (e.g. processing shed, boats and vehicles, equipment storage 
site, dive equipment);

- Site development costs (moorings, farming structures);
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Capability Description

- Cost of spat/juveniles;

- Cost of feed;

- Labour costs (including the number of staff);

- Processing costs;

- Fuel/Electricity costs;

- Regulatory fees;

- Operational/administrative costs;

- Selling/Distribution costs; and

- Costs of ongoing environmental monitoring.

• The applicant should provide the estimated level of capital investment required to establish the site or sites 
and details of the level of finance required, and proof of the funds available, to establish and operate the 
enterprise over a three-year period. This proof of funds can take the form of a letter or Certification of 
Financial Adequacy from a financial institution of note, indicating that the applicant has the funds required.

• ATAB will consider whether the applicant has illustrated that they have access to appropriate markets and/or 
a strategy in place to access those markets.

Regional and social 
benefits/ Economic 
benefits to the state

• ATAB will evaluate information provided by the applicant outlining how the proposal will benefit the 
region. This information may relate to:

- Improvements in the infrastructure of the region enhancing its overall capacity in aquaculture, food 
production or food distribution;

- Increases in regional employment from aquaculture;

- Introduction of new technology; and

- Any specific social and/or regional benefits of the proposal.

The ATAB provides a recommendation to the Minister as to successful (and non-successful) applications in accordance with section 36(1) 
of the Act. One or more applicants may be offered leases provided that the total area granted does not exceed the hectares released within 
the zone.

*For example - Applicants should ensure that they are able to meet conditions of the lease, licence and Aquaculture Regulations 2016.
Therefore, applicants should refer to examples of lease and licence conditions which are available on the aquaculture public register:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculturepublicregister

A successful applicant recommended by the ATAB will have their corresponding licence application assessed by PIRSA in accordance 
with the objectives of the Act. A recommendation by the ATAB to grant tenure to an applicant does not guarantee success in obtaining an 
aquaculture licence. PIRSA and the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) will use additional information to determine any specific 
licence conditions required, in line with section 36 of the Act.

Lease and licence conditions provided on the public register are for guidance only. Conditions may vary between sites, and it is the 
responsibility of the operator to ensure they are familiar with their lease and licence conditions, once the lease and licence are granted.

In addition, operators are required to comply with the requirements of all statutes, regulations, by-laws, ordinances, rules or other forms 
of statutory instruments or delegated legislation applicable to the licensed site or to the use of the licensed site by the licensee, including 
but not limited to the Act, Aquaculture Regulations 2016 and the Livestock Act 1997. It is the responsibility of applicants to understand 
the relevant pieces of legislation. Further information on South Australian legislation can be found on the South Australian Legislation 
website (http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au). 

Lease/licence holders also must make themselves familiar with other policies of PIRSA as they relate to the operations of the aquaculture 
farm. These policies are available on the PIRSA web site (http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/policies). 

Dated: 17 July 2020
PROF. GAVIN BEGG

A/Executive Director
Fisheries and Aquaculture

Delegate of the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development

ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION ACT 1985

SECTION 42(2)

Dissolution of Association

WHEREAS the CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION (the Commission) pursuant to section 42(1) of the Associations Incorporation 
Act 1985 (the Act) is of the opinion that the undertaking or operations of HINDMARSH HOUSING CO-OPERATIVE INCORPORATED 
(the Association) being an incorporated association under the Act are being carried on, or would more appropriately be carried on by a 
company limited by guarantee incorporated under the Corporations Act 2001 (Cth) AND WHEREAS the Commission was on 9 July 2020 
requested by the Association to transfer its undertaking to UNITINGSA HOUSING LTD (Australian Company Number 627 622 020), the
Commission pursuant to section 42(2) of the Act DOES HEREBY ORDER that on 6 August 2020, the Association will be dissolved, the 
property of the Association becomes the property of UNITINGSA HOUSING LTD and the rights and liabilities of the Association become 
the rights and liabilities of UNITINGSA HOUSING LTD.

Given under the seal of the Commission at Adelaide.

Dated: 4 August 2020
BRADLEY SIMPSON

A delegate of the
Corporate Affairs Commission


