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Nozious Weeds Bill.

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL.

Becond reading.

The MINISTER of AGRICULTURE (Hon.
8. B. Whitford)—The law velating to the des-
truction of noxious weeds is confained in the
Thistle and Burr Aet of 1862, and in the various
Acts amending and extending the same. The
provisions of these Aets are out of date and
too vigid for effective  administration. This
Bill, therefore, repeals the existing legislation
dealing with noxious weeds and enacts new pro-
visions in their stead. In an Aet dealing with
the destruction of noxious weeds it is essential
that its provisions should he sufficiently elastic
to provide for plants to be declared noxious
weeds as the oceasion warrants and within such
portions of the State as is desirable. A plant
regarded as a noxious weed in some portions of
the State is not regarded as such in other por-
tions; while some plants are so prevalent in
certain portions of the State that it would he
futile to attempt to evadicate them. Under
clause 7, therefore, the Governor is given power
to declare by proclamation any plant to be a
noxious weed throughout the whole or any por-
tion of the State, also to declare that any plant

declared to be a noxious weed shalj ease tg |,
a noxious weed throughout the w1 ’
portion of the State. Under clnu
is imposed on every municipal
council of destroying all noxious
land vested in the couneil except publie roads
The clause further empowers the couneil t,,
impose a rate on the land within irg distripy
sufficient fo provide funds for the PuUrpose ‘.;r»
complying with the provisions the clayge,
Clause 9 provides that every counei] shay),
within its distriet, strictly earry out and ey
torce the provisions of the Bill relating to the

the Minister
has reason to helieve that any council has failed,
or is failing, to strictly carry out ov entoren
within its distriet the provisions of the Rily
relating to the destruetion of novious weeds,
he may eause an inspection to he made of the
distriet by an authorised officer wha will repior
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the result of his inspeetion to the Minister. If
the Minister is satisfied that the council is
failing in its duty under the Bill Le may give
notice to the council requiring the couneil to
strietly carmy out or enforce irs provisions
If the council fails to comply with the notice
the Minister may himself carry cut snd enforee
the provisions of the B!l within the district or
the council and may recover the cost of so

B

doing from the eouneil. Division LI, of Pan
IIY, deals with the obligations of owners and
oceupiers of land to destroy moxious weeds on
their land. Clause 11 provides that every owier
and every occupier of land shall ar all time-
destroy all noxious weeds on the <aid lend and
upon the half width of all public voads adjein
ing the same, TUnder clanse 12 power s given

to every authorised officer, with or withon

assistants, to enter upon any lands #or the pu:
pose of ascertaining whether any uoxicus weeds
igcd offive:

e may

are upon the land. If the

finds any noxious weeds on
give notice in writing to the owner ov oceupie!

cious  weeds

requiring him te destroy all
apon the land and upon half the width of af

public roads adjoining the same. If the ownd

or oceupier fails to comply with the notie B

is Hable to a pemalty of not exc
a fizst offence and £20 for eves

IR

fier i

offence. In addition, the guthoii

. . Thetpoyv ail
enter upon the land in question and Jdestyd]

. I TR ,,“fg\
the noxious weeds upon the lands amd 10
e 17 plavces vv

comprised in the notice. Clause I1:




Noxztous ¥ eeds Bill.

[JuLy 15, 1931.]

Nozious Weeds Bill. 795

=

wner oF occupier the liability of paying
he U

the . B,

0 the costs and expenses incurred by the
all ) , . r
urhorized ¢ facer in destroying the mnoxious
i +

land of the owner or oceupier
i the half widih of the adjoining public
This amount may be recovered Dy
against the owner or occupier in

wopds oH the

ronds,

m'm’(‘l’diugs

;’m\‘ court of competent jurisdiction or in any
ut).;e]' of the other methods provided in clauses
1y to 20 for the recovery of the same. Diivision
of Part III. makes speeial provision for the
sestruction of noxious weeds on hreakwind re-
wrves in the Pinnaroo Railways Distriet and
o drainage lands in the South-East. The daty
¢ destroying noxious weeds on these breakwind
wserves and drainage land is imposed, uwuder
wis division, ou the owners and oceupiers of
land adjoining the breakwind reserves and
Jrumage  lands. Part IV. deals with the
wetholds of giving mnotices vequived to be served
nd oceupiers of land and with the
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Governor to make regulations
Part V. imposes penalties for

power of the
under the Bill.

such offences as interfering with or molesting
an authorised officer engaged in carrying out his
duties under the Bill. Part VI deals with
general matters of procedure in legal pro-
ceedings under the Bill. Under elaunse 44, if

a council institutes any legal proceedi For

an offence under the Bill com:mitted within the

limits of the distriet cf the council, the moneys
received as penalties will he paid to the coun-
¢il. TIu all other cases the monoys 1o
penalties for offences against the Bill

paid into general revemue. I move the second

reading.
The Hon. J. COWAN secured the adjownment

of the debate until July 17.
ADJOURNMENT.
At 3.33 pu. the Council adjourned until
Friday, July 17, at 2 p.m,




