
 

  

Frequently asked questions  

Snapper management arrangements  
Snapper fishing in South Australia 

Snapper is an iconic fish in South Australia and a primary target species for the commercial, recreational 
and charter boat fishing sectors.  

The decline of Snapper stocks has been noted anecdotally by all three fishing sectors – recreational, 
commercial and charter – for a number of years and is supported by the latest science.  

South Australia faces a serious challenge in relation to the future management of Snapper. Serious 
action is required from all fishing sectors – commercial, recreational and charter – to achieve longer term 
improvement to return the Snapper fishery to sustainable stock levels.  

As a result, tough decisions have been made to secure the long-term future of the Snapper fishery for all 
South Australian fishers, businesses and regional fishing communities. New management measures 
were implemented from 1 November 2019. 

Full details of the Snapper management arrangements across the state are available from 
pir.sa.gov.au/snapper 

How are key stakeholders being engaged in the management of Snapper?  
 
A new Snapper Management Advisory Committee been established to bring together all key 
stakeholders to participate in the future management of the Snapper Fishery. Chair’s reports from the 
advisory committee meetings are available.     

What will the Total Allowable Catch, Total Allowable Commercial Catch and Total 
Allowable Recreational Catch (for the recreational and Charter Boat fishery) be for the 
South East Snapper fishing season commencing 1 February 2020?   
 
The total allowable catch (TAC) has been set at 75,000 kilograms. 
 
The total allowable commercial catch (TACC) has been set at 60,750 kilograms, consistent with the 
allocated shares of the Snapper resource contained in the Management Plan for the South Australian 
Commercial Marine Scalefish Fishery. 
 
The Charter Boat Fishery component of the total allowable recreational catch (TARC) has been set at 
7,500 kilograms (equivalent to 3,788 harvest tags or 49 tags per active Charter Boat Fishery licence 
holder). 
 
The recreational component of the TARC has been set at 6,000 kilograms (equivalent to 3,030 harvest 
tags).  

http://www.pir.sa.gov.au/snapper
https://pir.sa.gov.au/fishing/snapper/the_snapper_management_advisory_committee
https://pir.sa.gov.au/fishing/snapper/the_snapper_management_advisory_committee
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/12920/Final_Commercial_MSF_Management_Plan_2013.pdf
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/12920/Final_Commercial_MSF_Management_Plan_2013.pdf
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The TAC also includes a nominal amount set aside for Aboriginal traditional fishing activity, consistent 
with the allocated shares of the Snapper resource in the Management plan. 

What information was used to set the total allowable catch? 
 
Available data on average catches has been used to inform the TAC setting for the 2020 South East 
Snapper fishing season. Average catches over the last 5 to 10 years range from 35,000 kg (over the last 
5 years) to approximately 113,000 kg (over the last 10 years). The decision to set the TAC at 75,000 kg 
was based on the following: 

• The need to take a precautionary approach accounting for all sources of mortality (e.g. by-
catch, Commonwealth catch). 

• It is approximately mid-way between the most recent 5 year average catch (35 t) and 10 year 
average catch (113 t). 

• It is below the catch-based maximum sustainable yield (84 t). 

• The 2018 juvenile Snapper monitoring program undertaken by the Victorian Fisheries 
Authority has detected a large recruitment pulse in the main spawning grounds of Port Philip 
Bay, which is expected to support catches in the SE in future years. 

• The TAC will be reviewed prior to the 2021 Snapper fishing season, which will be informed by 
additional research. 

Snapper fishing in the South East  
 

Targeting Snapper in the South East  

The South East Snapper fishing season opens 1 February to 31 October each year. A map of the South 
East Region is available here. A total allowable catch (TAC) for Snapper has been set across all sectors 
in the South East and is managed through a tag system for the charter boat and recreational sectors. 

What are the Snapper management arrangements for the recreational sector? 
 
• A minimum size limit of 38 cm will continue to apply. 

• All recreational fishers will be required to use a ‘release-weight’ when releasing undersized Snapper. 

• The recreational catch of snapper in the waters of the South East will no longer be managed by 
current bag and boat limits, but will be managed through a tag system. 

• No catch and release fishing will be permitted.  

• Recreational fishers will not be permitted to transit through a Snapper closed area if they have 
Snapper on board their vessel. 

How are Snapper tags allocated? 
 
• A ballot system will be used as an equitable opportunity to apply for a tag.  

• The minimum age of applicants is 10 years old. 

• The ballot system will be open for applications for a two-week period in January 2020. The ballot for 
recreational Snapper tags will be undertaken by an independent panel. 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/350005/South_Australian_Snapper_fishing_closures_map.pdf
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• The first 50% allocation of tags will be released for random allocation to those applications with 
postcodes that are within the South East region (Victor Harbor to the SA border, including Kangaroo 
Island). A map is available here. 

• Once the first allocation is exhausted the second release will randomly allocate the remaining tags to 
applications with postcodes that are outside the South East region.  

• Persons that are not eligible to apply for a tag or are unsuccessful in being allocated a tag in 2020 
can use tags through the charter boat sector.  

• Recreational fishers will not be charged an administration fee for the management of tags. 

• The ballot is only open to South Australian residents.  

How many Snapper tags will a recreational fisher receive? 
 
• Successful applicants will be issued 5 tags per person. 

• A tag must be immediately attached to the Snapper once it has been removed from the water and 
cannot be removed until it is processed or consumed. 

• Tags are not permitted to be transferred. 

Do I need to report how my Snapper tags are used? 
 
• All tag recipients are required to report tags used. The Snapper catch record form will be provided to 

successful applicants and will available on the PIRSA website shortly.  

• If the tag recipient does not comply with providing information to PIRSA from tag usage, the recipient 
will not be eligible for the following year tag allocation. 

What are the Charter Boat Fishery Snapper management arrangements? 
 
• A minimum size limit of 38 cm will continue to apply. 

• All recreational fishers, including on a charter boat, will be required to use ‘release-weight’ when 
releasing Snapper. 

• The taking of Snapper on a charter boat in the waters of the South East would no longer be 
managed by current bag and boat limits, but will be managed through a tag system. 

• A tag must be immediately attached to the Snapper once it has been removed from the water and 
cannot be removed until it is processed or consumed.  

• Charter Boat operators who wish to target Snapper in the South East, but want to traverse through 
the closure, will have the opportunity to apply for a Ministerial exemption. 

How are the charter boat fishery Snapper tags being allocated? 
 
• Tags will be issued to all ‘active’ Charter Boat Fishery licence holders. 

• 49 tags will be allocated to each Charter Boat Fishery licence holders. 

• Tags will be transferable within the Charter Boat Fishery, but not to recreational fishers.  

• Recreational fishers will be able to use their tags on a charter boat. 

• There will be no limit on the number of tags a licence holder can have in their possession. 

• Charter Boat Fishery licence holders will not be charged an administration fee for the management of 
tags. 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/355287/Recreational_Snapper_tag_ballot_SE_postcode_Region.pdf
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What are the commercial Snapper management arrangements? 
 
• A minimum size limit of 38 cm will continue to apply. 

• A 350 kg daily commercial trip limit and a possession limit of 1050 kg with no limits to the days 
fished. 

• A maximum of 400 hooks per vessel at any one time. 

• No transfer of Snapper onto other vessels will be permitted whilst at sea. 

• A reporting system and a Snapper catch and disposal record system will be required. 

• The commercial fisheries with access to Snapper will be closed once the Total allowable commercial 
catch of 60,750 kg is reached. 

Under what legislation have the changes been introduced?  
 
• Initially the changes will be implemented through a Notice issued under section 79 of the Fisheries 

Management Act 2007, which provides for a ‘temporary prohibition of certain fishing activities’ until 
other regulations are implemented. 
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