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an arbitrary act committed without consideration of the
interest of, or any previous applieation [rom the people who
were subjected to it. The people were besides beiug sub-
jeoted to lawa which they couid not uhc[y. In many iu-
stances fences bad been ereefed in these hundreds af very
great expense, and a breach of the law was committed which
wouid render-(he partics liable for the first offence to tof., for
the second 204, {or the third sol, and 80 on. [ other onses
hatts had been erected, and wells of water sunk on these

hundreds, where without such they could not make nge of the ©

land, He certuinly thoughé that the declaration of lun-
dreds should not be made wilhoui applieation beiag pre-
viously made from the people to have them proclaimed,
With £hese few remarks he wonld move the motion.

The Hon. the CHIEF SECRETARY snid the Govern-
ment would hayve no objection to furnish (hese returng, and
as soon as they were prepured they would belaid on the
table ¢f the Couneil.

The motion was then put, and earried.

The Hon, 8, DAVENPORT, in tabiing the motion follow-
ing ou the notice paper, did soon the ground of thestatement
of the Chief Searetary on a previeus occasion, 'The hon,

member had said that the Government could not satisty .

themselves as to the legality of the declavation of these
hundreds, He thought It nceessary therefore to tuke such
stzps as would moke the Government do something to
ascertain the legality of the proclamution of hundreds; and
if itegzal then such ateps should be taken as woakl reseind
the proclamation of hundreds which would come into opera-
tion om the 20th of next month, [Te did not see how
the Covernment could put themselves in such a position
as to take the question quietly, as it was oune ol the most
vital importance, The guestion, however, was not one which
could in any way affect the stability of the present Govern.
ment. It would be remembered by those who were e
quainted with the annnis of the Soulh Australian Parlia-
ment, that & Ministry had come in and a Ministry had gone
out, snd that in consequence of a legal proclamation made
by them. The question was not, therefore, one which conld
in any way affeot the position of the present GGoverninent.
In moving this motion, therefore, he desived to relieve the
sresent Government front any embarenssment on that seore.
[t was extremely necessary that the Inw in reference to thicse
hundrede ghouid be clear, ~ At the present day the cavdinal
prineiple of law-muking swas to have fhese laws so olearly
defined ag to be understood by all. We generally formed
laws for the protection of life and property, and not for its
destraction. ~ When changes were introduced into fhe
law they were generally made witn a due regard to the
benefit of the community generally; and laws should £o3 be
mude which couki not be properly carried out by the
Government, and those that bad to do with it It
was disgraceful to ° the country that  hundreds
should have been declaved jn the manner which they had
been. Suapposing n Gazelte notice waa to appear next Thurs-
day, constituting hundreds between North and South Ade-
lude; suppose a hundred extending 26 cast of north,
severing vne part from the siver, and the cattle wera run ounl
on these hundreds, wheve were no fenees or nnything, and
any cuttle from North Adelaide sivaying ucross the lna-
ginary line—for it could be enly 2iter all ah finaginary ling—
they would be liable to be impounded, and litigation and the
expenses of litigation would be sare to follow. These cattic
wouid of conrse have to go fo the river for water, and of
course they would go according to the nuturve of the ground,
and in doing 80 they might easily pass the line, and 8o break
the law. On the Murray fhis was often the case where
enttle were straying In seurch of water; and the course
they took offen depended oo the wind and the
nature of the ground, end they might very
ensily trespass, avd were Hable to impoundment.
yithout there being any actual damage. The pro-lumations
aitogether were most uncalled for, and fotally at vaviance
with the inteution of the law of 1846, ‘Thatlaw was only
intended as an ensement to the pastoral Interest, and to pro-
vide cerfain commonage rights, He would therefore
muve—-

<t That o Select Committee be appointed to consider and
report upon the objeets and utility of hundveds: their effect
on pudlic good and private iuterests; what circumstances
Iugtify theli proclamation; what lgwa Lhey bring into epera-
tion ; and how these arve enforeed : alao, to investigate the
grounds upon which-tenures uader the Crown have been sob
aside by the introduction of hundreds, and to vecommend fo
ihe House & course for adeptiou towards rescindiag illegal
or unnecessary hundreds, and for regulating their constitu-
tion and manggement in future.” i
He would not further take up the time of the Council, but
wonld leave the motion in their hands,

The Hon, JOEIN BAKER seconded the motioa.

The Hon, the CHIXE SECRETARY said that the resolu-
tion of the hon. member embodied two pojnts; fizst, the
prociamations, and, secondly, the fegality ot‘ these preclama-
tions. Asunwhole, he had no objection to the resolution,
but he would suggest fo the hon. member that he
was asking for more then, during the secssion, he
was likkely toobtain. He should sugzrest that the hen. mem-
ber should confine the lavors of the Commitiee for the
gresmt. to the mere question of legality.  Fe feared if the

on., member suvceeded in carrying the resolution as it

atood, he would notobtain the infermation which ha gought
for. The Government would suppert the resolution, be-
cause they believed thnt the information obtnincd would be
most useful, not only to the hon. member, bat also t.v_ihem-
selves. T'he question of legality was a point whiolt it was
highly desieable should be sottled. A% present the sole right

- whieh the Government hud in declaring hundreds, was the

prevogative of Her Majesty, The mere proslamntion of &
fundred in a district, gave to parties rights which they
would ot otherivise possess, While the pregent (rovernient
felt that the prerogative of the Crewn was the only right
which  they  possessed of deolwring  hundreds, they
would nol feel justified in proclaiming other hundreds svith-
out, further and more definite information, ‘I'here wpu!d,
therefore, be a great benefit arising from the resoluiions:
but in the fiest instance he thought the Conmitice shonld
be directed to the mere question ol legality, and sfterwards
the Comnmittes could be instructed to take evidence and
report on the other matters referred to.

The Ton. J. BAKER would suwzgest, as an amendment,
that the Commiitos should take evidence and have power to
report from time to time, They could thuy repor test en
the question of legalitf(. and then on the other matters
contained in the resolution. A Committee acting n
this way would, while taking eyidence o, one
point, be able to elicit wuch information In  referencs
fo the other matiers. He would, thevefore, suggest
this course. Of course the hon. the Chiel-Secretary was
petter able to say than uny other member when the _Uu\mell
would be likely o get through the work of the session, and
from what he had then heard, he, 3lr. Baker, Imagined they
would be dongsooner than had been contemiplated. | i

The GCAIGF SEORETARY said there wis no inconsis-
teney in whathe had then stated. He betieved, ns he had
gaid on w previods oecasion, that the Couneil would sis for
another month, bat that period he felt sure would not be
aufiteiont for 1he Committee to finish the worl laid downin
the resolution. -

The Hon. J. BAKER did not want fo impute anything
like inconsistency to the hon, member, Ile merely burew
out the suggestion respecting the Committee, because lie
believed it fiighly essentinl that the Legislture shouid fake
steps to puf the guestion of hundreds on a proper fouting.

The Hon, $. DAYLENPORT would be bappy to adopt the
guggestion of the hou. meoiber, and would sherefore wmove
the addition of the words, * with power to {nke syidence aml
report from e to time on the different polnty contained

_ in the resolation.”

The motion was carried. .
The Commitiee was then balloted for, the result being as
follows: Afessrs. Luker, Youngnusbaid, Forater, Ayers,and
Davenport (mover).
MESSAGE.

The Hon, Captain HALL moved that a message be for-
wartled to the Honse of Assewmbly, requesting thab the flon.
the CGommissioner of Crown Lands (Mr Lngob), and e
Browne, be ailowed to attend and tyeevidence bEl'ure_tlm
Select Committee then sitting, in reference to the aborigines.

LAW OF PROPERTY AMENDMENT BILL.

The Hon. J. MORPILELT moved the third rerding of the
Law of Property Amendment Bill which was earvied,

“he Biti was ehen read a thivd time und pussed, amd
ordesed to be forwarded to the Lsuse of Assembly with &
meagnge informing the MHouse that the Council had agrzed
to the Bill with aniendments.

AUXILIARY RIFLE CORDS BILL.

The Hon. Major (' HALLOKAN rioved the third reading
of the Auxiliary Rifle Corps Bill, which was enivied.

Y'he il was then ropd o thivg time aund pagged, and ordeved
to be forwarded to the House of Assewbly wilh o message
informing the House that the Council had ngreed to the
Bill with amendments,

DOG ACT.
The CHIEF SECRETALRY moved the sccond reading of
& 13ill intitaled an Aot fo repeni an Avt No. 5, of 1852, in-

titul.d, “An Actfor abuting the nuisauceo and damuge o

popeity oceasioned by the great number of doys wilich are
oose i tlre proviiee of South Austratia, and to make other
provisions in liew thereof.” Tt would beseen thut this was not
the first time the Leyislature had been called upon to take
steps to abate the nuisinces arising from the vust number
of dogs which were allowed to run l.ose throughout tie
provineg, and that a somewhat siwilar measure lad been
sg:sod fn 1352. ‘This Act lad, however, become ahnost 2
d letter, in conscyuence of there being no penalty inglicted
upon dogs that were not registered ; and the onuy of kiiling
sich animalsdevolved uaon no one in particular, O course
before a dog would be killed, it wag necessary to adopt the
instruction of Nvs. (iase, * CGateh your have befora
ow kilt it —and in the tixsé plaee you had io calch
t, and however sibgular it might appear, dogs
had  somewhat of un aversion to Dbemg caught
especially when they had any suspicion of the design of
the parfies who were tyying "lo cateh them. (I;uu%’l;ter.)
When caaght, also, ano difficuity arose. -Dogs did net
bear their captivity with the muost lamb-like puilence—
(laughter)—and they were fregaently so restive under the
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