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Asparagus scandens
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Asparagus fern is an exotic perennial
climber, with fern-like leaves, orange-red
berries and twining stems that form tangled
mounds or grow on supporting plants (as
illustrated at right).
It is declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on
sale and movement throughout South
Australia and enforced control in the
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges, Eyre
Peninsula, SA Murray-Darling Basin and
South East NRM regions.







Other common names: climbing
asparagus, climbing fern, myrsiphyllum.
Family: Asparagaceae
Synonyms: Myrsiphyllum scandens
Origin: Western Cape of South Africa
One of seven species of asparagus
recognised as Weeds of National
Significance (WoNS)
Introduced for horticultural purposes

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Asparagus fern is recognised as a weed of
conservation concern, and is a serious threat
to the higher rainfall native vegetation areas
in South Australia.
 smothers and strangles trees and shrubs
 prevents establishment of native
seedlings
 forms dense mats of underground tubers
and rhizomes that resprout if not
removed after control
 tolerates heavy shade
 has bird-dispersed seed
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DESCRIPTION
Habit: perennial, scrambling ground cover or climber around
2 m in length. Flowers: solitary in axils, small (5-7 mm in
diameter) with 6 white-pinkish petals. Flowering time: August
- October. Leaves: (actually cladodes, leaf-like flattened
stems) are deep green, 5-15 mm long and 0.5-1.5 mm wide,
appearing in groups of 3 around larger stems. Stems: dark
green, much branched, slender and twisting, reaching 3 m
long. Fruit: round, immature, green berry maturing to red,
about 8 mm across. Seed: shiny black, 2-3 mm in diameter
and mostly 1 per fruit. Fruiting time: September - November.
Plants as small as 10 cm have been known to fruit (control
work should be done before fruit sets.) Roots: ~90% of the
plants’ biomass are long-lived, underground, tuberous water
storage roots (rhizomes) which allow the plant to be
particularly tolerant of fire and drought.
HOW IT SPREADS
Dispersal is by seed and vegetative means. Human activities
such as horticultural plantings have always been the major
cause of spread. Seed is dispersed by birds consuming the
fruits of plants, and depositing seed up to 200 m away from
source. Vegetative spread occurs through dumped garden
waste, vehicles or equipment.
HABITAT
Climbing asparagus is found mostly in shaded, cool, wet
climates. It occurs in heathland, intact and disturbed
woodland, forest, riparian and coastal areas.
DISTRIBUTION

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre
for information on controlling declared
weeds: www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also
available at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa

Localised in the Southern Lofty and South East regions of
SA. Also naturalised in Western Australia, New South Wales,
Victoria and Tasmania.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Seek control advice if you have this weed. Select alternatives
to replace invasive garden plants. Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for
suggestions.
For further information, see the Weeds of National
Significance website WoNS asparagus weeds
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