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BOX FLAT WILD DOG COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

MEETING REPORT 

ORGANISATION National Parks and Wildlife service 

REPRESENTATIVE NAME 

MEETING DATE October 2025 

Murraylands district staff continue to undertake the four rounds of baiting per year within Ngarkat with 

support from Landscape staff. 

Baiting has returned to a quarterly program baiting in a February, May, August and November to cover the 

longest period of time with baits on the ground. We act as a point of contact for landholders and park 

neighbours relating to wild dog impacts.  

WILD DOG REPORTS 

Only reports of received were from  Dog shot north of Pinnaroo body collected for DNA sampling, 

no stock attacked cane into mate domestic dog in heat.  

DATE LANDHOLDER LOCATION ACTION COMMENTS 

8/6/2025 10km North of 
Pinnaroo 

Animal shot 
coming into dog 
on heat  

Didn’t request any 
further baits as they 
believed it to be a once 
off. samples sent to 
PIRSA and Cairnes for 
testing 

COORDINATION 

We continue to work with Landscape when issues arise and have landscape board staff assist with the 

scheduled baiting program  

FERAL SCAN 

Continual issues with recording into feral scan manually for now, Continuing to work with  on 

best approach.  

Looking into doing smaller areas of monitoring each round with higher site intensity to see if we can more 

information out of the surveys and rotate between areas of the park observed each round. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
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BAITING 

DATE LOCATION AMOUNT BAIT SUBSTRATE COMMENTS 

28/10- 
3/11/2024 

Ngarkat CP 1080 Manufactured 
Roo Baits 

10/12- 
14/12/2024 

Ngarkat CP 930 Manufactured 
Roo Baits 

Return to quarterly program 

23/2- 
28/2/2025 

Ngarkat CP 990 Manufactured 
Roo Baits 

8/5-
29/5/2025 

Ngarkat CP 1060 Manufactured 
Roo Baits 

21/8-
30/8/2025 

Ngarkat CP 964 Manufactured 
Roo Baits 

MONITORING 

LOCATION LENGTH RECORDINGS COMMENTS 

Ngarkat Conservation 
park (12 Permanent 
sites) 

2 Nights 2 sites Recorded a Dingo 
presence 
8 sites recorded fox sign 
3 sites recorded cat sign 
1 site recorded goat sign 
2 site recorded deer sign 
6 sites recorded rabbit or hare 
sign 

3-6/5/2023 The presence of
dingos has dropped across
the park whilst cats have
risen.
the 2 sites with dingo records
are both on internal tracks

Ngarkat Conservation 
park (12 Permanent 
sites) 

December Postponed to Feb Postponed due to emergency 
response and personnel 
availability 

Ngarkat Conservation 
park (12 Permanent 
sites) 

Feb 2024 2 sites Recorded a Dingo 
presence 
6 sites recorded fox sign 
3 sites recorded cat sign 
2 site recorded goat sign 
0 site recorded deer sign 
5 sites recorded rabbit or hare 
sign 

the 2 sites with dingo records 
are both on internal tracks   

Ngarkat Conservation 
park (12 Permanent 
sites) 

November 
2024 

2 sites Recorded a Dingo 
presence (McCallum Trk) 
4 sites recorded fox sign 
1 sites recorded cat sign 
2 site recorded goat sign 
2 site recorded deer sign 
4 sites recorded rabbit or hare 
sign 

7 out of 12 sites surveyed 
due to poor weather 
conditions making checks lot 
viable. 
Had issued loading into feral 
scan in the field and yet to 
load post survey  

Ngarkat Conservation 
park (12 Permanent 
sites) 

June 2025 No sites Recorded a Dingo 
presence) 
6 sites recorded fox sign 
1 sites recorded cat sign 
1 site recorded goat sign 

**2 sites recorded Australian 
Bustard tracks and one 
mature breeding male bird 
was seen on the bottom of 
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1 site recorded deer sign 
4 sites recorded rabbit or hare 
sign 

Baan Hill Track whilst doing 
the surveys  
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Disclaimer 

PIRSA and its employees do not warrant or make any representation regarding the use, or results of the 
use, of the information contained herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability and currency 
or otherwise. PIRSA and its employees expressly disclaim all liability or responsibility to any person 
using the information or advice. 
 

All Enquiries 

Dr Annette Scanlon 
Biosecurity Division - Invasive Species Unit 
Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) 
Level 14, 25 Grenfell Street 
GPO Box 1671, Adelaide SA 5001 
T
E Annette.scanlon@sa.gov.au  
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“We sold the station at the end of 2018 due to dogs taking everything” 
Livestock producer, April 2025 
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Executive summary 
 
This document provides an update on the implementation of the $15 million, 10-year Wild Dog 
Eradication Program, inside the SA Dog Fence. 
 
The government’s commitment to wild dog management in South Australia has increased dramatically 
since 2018. Through targeted promotion of industry needs, PIRSA secured the investment to rebuild the 
Dog Fence, as well as funding to ramp up other game-changing wild dog control activities. To realise the 
benefits of these investments to the state, wild dogs remaining inside the fence must be eradicated. 
 
A program of activities required to achieve eradication was proposed by the livestock industry, 
landscape boards, the SA Wild Dog Advisory Group, and other stakeholders. This input is now 
encapsulated within the SA Wild Dog Management Strategy 2023-2033 as Goal 1; the Strategy also 
includes activities to support the Dog Fence barrier in the buffer zone (Goal 2) and maintaining cultural 
and ecological values of dingoes outside the Dog Fence (Goal 3).  
 
The $15 million, 10-year Wild Dog Eradication Program is the most ambitious and complex part of the 
Strategy. Independent economic analyses by BDO EconSearch showed that the program is a worthwhile 
investment, with an overwhelmingly positive impact on the South Australian economy, including a net 
benefit of $56.8 million and 49 FTE jobs over a 20-year period. 
 
This report provides an update on the progress of eradication activities, including securing funding; 
deploying ground and aerial baits; running the trapper program; coordinating; and delivering workshops. 
 
 

Activity 
Required in 
10 years 

Delivered 
Percentage 
complete 

Notes 

Secure funding $15 million 
$5 million 
secured 

33% $5 m of $15 m eradication program secured 

Ground baiting 24 FTE 12 FTE 50% 
Landscape board staff (SAAL, EP, LC), 
requirements taper with time 

Aerial baiting 1 million baits 
460,000 by 
30 June 2025 

46% 
Pending - SIF application to support 
activities from 25/26 until 27/28 (equate to 
75% of eradication program) 

Trappers 25 FTE 12 48% 
Pending SIF application to support activities 
until 27/28, matched by PIRSA (equate to 
75% of eradication program) 

State 
coordination 

7 FTE 4 FTE 57% 
PIRSA staff, requirements taper with time; 
all future costs to be covered by PIRSA 

Workshops 
24 
workshops 

24 delivered 100% 
45 workshops, fully funded by PIRSA, will be 
delivered until 2027 – exceeding activity 
requirements 

 

 

“The goal must be eradication, nothing less”  
Livestock producer, May 2021 
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Introduction 

Background to the eradication program 
 
The government’s commitment to wild dog management in South Australia has increased dramatically 
since 2018. This commitment includes PIRSA support for the Dog Fence Board, to improve their 
governance, and for the Minister’s Wild Dog Advisory Group (SAWDAG), to improve their focus on 
strategic priorities. 
 
Through targeted promotion of industry needs, PIRSA secured the $25 million ($10 million each from 
State/Commonwealth governments and $5 million from the livestock industry) investment to rebuild the 
Dog Fence (now $29 million program), as well as funding to ramp up other game-changing wild dog 
control activities. 
 
Following the $29 million rebuild of the SA Dog Fence, wild dog incursions into South Australian sheep 
country will soon end. To realise the benefit (between $56.4 million and $112.9 million over 20 years) of 
these investments to the state, wild dogs remaining inside the fence must now be eradicated. 
 
The program of activities required to achieve eradication was proposed by the livestock industry, 
landscape boards, the SA Wild Dog Advisory Group (SAWDAG), and other stakeholders. These 
activities form the backbone of the SA Wild Dog Management Strategy (the Strategy). 
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Economic and social benefits 
 
Context: The economic and social benefits to producers and their communities from eradicating wild 
dogs are undeniable. We know that prior to the rebuild project and wild dog eradication activities, 
producers were losing over 20,000 sheep per annum to wild dogs, costing over $4 million; the indirect 
costs, such as plummeting lambing percentages with wild dog presence, were costing millions more.  
  
Recently, PIRSA received reports of at least 11 properties covering over 18,000 km2 (1.8 million ha) 
restocking with over 35,000 more sheep in areas that were smashed by wild dogs just 5 years ago. That 
stock equates to around $7 million gained and a $11 million turnaround in the economic fortunes for 
those properties inside the Dog Fence. After landscape-scale aerial baiting programs in the region, one 
property in the Gawler Ranges also reported an increase in lambing percentages from 85-90% to 120% 
in the last 12 months. These gains are encouraging; as part of this initiative PIRSA staff have 
undertaken a systematic analysis of producer experiences. 
 
In May 2021, during development of the eradication plan, PIRSA staff worked closely with producers to 
understand the impacts from wild dogs. That work included a survey of 30 producers and the calculation 
of 20,000 sheep being impacted annually. In March and April 2025, PIRSA staff repeated the survey of 
11 producers running 18 properties and more than 100,000 sheep on country exceeding 23,000 km2 (2.3 
million ha) in area. 
 
Economic gains from wild dog eradication activities: All producers reported a decline in impacts 
from wild dogs from 2018 to 2025, with an average decline of 95%. In 2018, producers reported 77 
sheep were killed per 100 km2 of country, that number is less than 1 sheep per 100 km2. The average 
lambing percentage in 2018 with wild dogs present was 43%; at that time, producers estimated that 
without wild dogs their lambing percentage would increase to 106%. That prediction has unfolded, with 
the same producers reporting an average lambing percentage of 110% in the last 12 months. 
 
In addition to direct benefits to producers from wild dog controls, over 45 SA-based businesses have 
been engaged in the rebuild project, including $17 million to the suppliers to provide materials ($9 
million) and fencing services ($8.3 million). Other SA businesses engaged include freight providers, 
cable locators, landholders, earthworks, engineers, and suppliers of peripheral materials, many of these 
businesses are regionally based. 
 
Social benefits from wild dog eradication activities: In the first survey, at least 43% of respondents 
indicated severe emotional stress from wild dog attacks. A decrease in wild dog attacks was necessarily 
assumed to increase wellbeing, in addition to productivity gains. The recent survey found much 
improved outlooks, including optimism and opportunity, as well as importance to maintain the effort and 
not to return to previous times (see Table).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Professional trappers are so valuable.  We need them so badly to keep dog 
numbers controlled” 
Livestock producer, May 2021  
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Impact 2021 Survey 2025 Survey 

Financial losses 
“Whilst dogs kept impacting, we could 
never build our breeding ewes up… very 
frustrating” 

Experiencing “significantly less impacts 
than in 2018”  

Mental health 

Wild dogs had. “Massive impact… didn't 
matter what we did they just kept 
coming… took and still has a huge 
impact on wellbeing… I chose to ignore 
it, so it doesn't get on top of me… even 
the kids are worried their pets are going 
to be attacked by dogs” 

“The focus on wild dog control though 
the baiting programs, professional 
trapper program and the Dog fence 
renewal have had major impact on the 
wild dog numbers south of the dog fence 
and must remain a high priority to 
capitalise of the gains made in 
controlling wild dogs” 

Management 

It is “really important not to drop the 
ball… don't let up control measures” 
“The goal must be eradication, nothing 
less” 

“The new Dog Fence is a massive 
improvement” 
“Since the renewal of the dog fence 
north of Mount Victor Plumbago, there 
has been significantly less dog activity 
seen, however we regularly bait” 
“Fence is a major improvement, but it 
was compromised with flooding rains 
and dogs came inside the fence and 
have bred up again.  We've 
killed/trapped 50 dogs inside the fence 
in the last 24 months” 

 
 

 
 
“The dogs are not gone yet and won’t be for a long time yet… we need to continue 
to eradicate these wild dogs and keep good control of the wild dog numbers like 
we have now… a couple of years with no control and we will back where we 
started. We couldn’t face that again”  
Livestock producer, 2021 













From: 

To: 

Subject: 

Date: 

page Bead CPIBSA) 

'Trevor l Pisciotta (QFFCA)"; Secomh Njck CPIBSA) 

RE: reducing impacts 

Wednesday, 15 October 2025 8:56:00 AM 

Thanks for letting us know 

Regards, Brad 

Doc3 

Brad Page I Principal Biosecurity Officer - Pest Animals I Biosecurity Division I Department of 
Primary Industries and Re ions CSIRO Building 1, Entry 5, 40 Waite Road, Urrbrae SA 50641 P: 
(08) 8429 0803 I M: ___ _

(DEECA) 

Sent: Wednesday, 15 October 2025 8:52 AM 

To: Page, Brad (PIRSA); Secomb, Nick (PIRSA) 

Subject: Declined: reducing impacts 

When: Wednesday, 15 October 2025 9:00 AM-9:30 AM (UTC+09:30) Adelaide. 

Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Hi Brad, apologies to be doing this so last minute. Trevor 

working. 

and not 

I'm declining this to save everyone joining but I will send through meeting slots 

separately for a reschedule. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 Updated as per Internal Review determination 17/6/2026 



Updated as per Internal Review determination 17/6/2026



From: Page, Brad (PIRSA)
To: Trevor J Pisciotta (DEECA); Secomb, Nick (PIRSA)
Subject: reducing impacts

Hi Trevor

Changing the time of this meeting to avoid clash with your leadership team

Regards, Brad

Hi Trevor

I trist you are well.

We would appreciate the opportunity to catch up, noting we missed the meeting we had booked a few weeks ago

This time suits Nick and I, please let me know if it suits you.

Regards, Brad

________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help? <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US>  

Join the meeting now <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_MWFiMjgwNWMtNDU5Zi00NjhmLThjYTktNDU1Y2M4MzU3NWRk%40thread.v2/0?
context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bda528f7-fca9-432f-bc98-bd7e90d40906%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%221d6fd1bb-7565-49ed-85ce-
780e62de3eb1%22%7d>  

Meeting ID: 477 551 830 304 7 

Passcode: DW6BT7iE 

________________________________

Dial in by phone 

+61 8 7079 7539,,216953413# <tel:+61870797539,,216953413>  Australia, Adelaide 

Find a local number <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/8d083e6a-331a-49c5-a9fb-32344ad8d547?id=216953413>  

Phone conference ID: 216 953 413# 

Join on a video conferencing device 

Tenant key: teams@cvn.sa.gov.au <mailto:teams@cvn.sa.gov.au>  

Video ID: 132 976 707 8 

More info <https://pexip.me/teams/cvn.sa.gov.au/1329767078>  

For organizers: Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=1d6fd1bb-7565-49ed-85ce-
780e62de3eb1&tenantId=bda528f7-fca9-432f-bc98-
bd7e90d40906&threadId=19_meeting_MWFiMjgwNWMtNDU5Zi00NjhmLThjYTktNDU1Y2M4MzU3NWRk@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  | Reset dial-in PIN <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing>  

________________________________________________________________________________
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Join on a video conferencing device 

Tenant key: teams@cvn.sa.gov.au <mailto:teams@cvn.sa.gov.au>  
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More info <https://pexip.me/teams/cvn.sa.gov.au/1329767078>  

For organizers: Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=1d6fd1bb-7565-49ed-85ce-
780e62de3eb1&tenantId=bda528f7-fca9-432f-bc98-
bd7e90d40906&threadId=19_meeting_MWFiMjgwNWMtNDU5Zi00NjhmLThjYTktNDU1Y2M4MzU3NWRk@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-
US>  | Reset dial-in PIN <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing>  
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incorporated into the proposed operating procedures and would be applied to any
implementation.
 
I also acknowledge from your advice that the Landscape Board does not wish to
participate in the planning of an aerial baiting program for foxes in the Ngarkat region at
this time.
 
Please let me know if your circumstances or priorities change in the future and you would
like to revisit the discussion. We will keep you informed of any developments relevant to
the region.
 
Kind regards, Brad
 
 
Brad Page | Principal Biosecurity Officer – Pest Animals | Biosecurity Division | Department of
Primary Industries and Regions | CSIRO Building 1, Entry 5, 40 Waite Road, Urrbrae SA 5064 | P:
(08) 8429 0803 | M:
 
From: (LandscapeSA) < > 
Sent: Tuesday, 27 January 2026 10:51 AM
To: Page, Brad (PIRSA) <Bradley.Page@sa.gov.au>; (DEW) >;

(PIRSA) < >; LandscapeSA)
< >;  (LandscapeSA) < >; 
<
Cc: (LandscapeSA) < >; (LandscapeSA)

@sa.gov.au>; Secomb, Nick (PIRSA) <Nick.Secomb@sa.gov.au>
Subject: RE: wild dog baiting in Ngarkat Conservation Park

 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

 
Hi Brad,
 
As per your request, we have reviewed the proposal provided.
 
The Landscape board has an obligation to respond to landholder reports of wild dog
sightings and incidents of attacks on stock. As such, we collate accurate records which
are reported to the Box Flat Wild Dog Coordinating Committee. Our records indicated that
wild dog sightings and incidents of attacks on stock have not increased in the last few
years, and the significant investment required to undertake this aerial baiting program in
our view is not commensurate with the risk. Given the challenges faced in our region by the
Wine industry and broadacre farmers in managing failed crops and erosion impacts, the
board has other priorities requiring our attention and investment.
 
We also have concerns that aerial baiting introduces broader social and environmental
risks that are difficult to manage or monitor. This includes potential impacts on
landholders’ domestic dogs and increased off-target impacts on native species compared
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with ground-based baiting in known, monitorable locations. Significant targeted baiting
effort is already being undertaken by NPWS in Ngarkat under the approved baiting plan,
and we are not confident an additional aerial program would deliver a clear net benefit that
warrants the expense or risk. Maintaining baiting programs in Ngarkat in accordance with
the approved plan and working closely with private landholders to ensure the existing
program remains effective and responsive to stakeholder need remains our focus.
 
Thank you for the additional time to respond.
 
Cheers,
 

Manager Sustainable Landscapes
Murraylands and Riverland Landscape Board
Ph 08 8532 9100
Mob

 
From: Page, Brad (PIRSA) <Bradley.Page@sa.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 19 December 2025 12:46 PM
To: (DEW) < >; (LandscapeSA)
< >; (PIRSA) < >;
(LandscapeSA) < >; (LandscapeSA) < >;

< >
Cc: (LandscapeSA) < >; (LandscapeSA)
< >; Secomb, Nick (PIRSA) <Nick.Secomb@sa.gov.au>
Subject: FW: wild dog baiting in Ngarkat Conservation Park

 

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

 
Hi  , and
 
Please find attached a proposal, outlining how co-design of an aerial baiting program in the
Ngarkat region might work, along with a draft proposal for the aerial baiting program.
 
Would you please review the document and provide written feedback by 16 January 2026
on the proposed objectives, scope, operational approach, roles and responsibilities,
timing, and resourcing. This initial review phase is intended to identify any policy,
operational, safety or resourcing considerations that require amendment or further
clarification.
 
I aim to compile your feedback and arrange for us to meet in early Feb 2026 to discuss the
draft proposal in detail, work through suggested refinements, and agree on key design
elements of the aerial baiting program, including geographic scope, integration with wild
dog baiting programs, operational constraints, and coordination arrangements
 
Would you please let me know if you will not be able to provide feedback by 16 January. We
will book a meeting if early February to discuss the plan.
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I hope you all have a well-deserved break over xmas and new year.
 
Regards, Brad
 
 
Brad Page | Principal Biosecurity Officer – Pest Animals | Biosecurity Division | Department of
Primary Industries and Regions | CSIRO Building 1, Entry 5, 40 Waite Road, Urrbrae SA 5064 |
P: (08) 8429 0803 | M:
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