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Role
Alison Turnbull is the Seafood Program Leader in Food
Safety and Innovation at SARDI. The role is responsible
for developing and managing research projects associated
with seafood safety, market access, product quality and
innovation across Australia.

Research focus
Alison’s research is focused on the risk assessment of
food safety hazards in seafood. Her recent work includes
biotoxins in non-traditional seafood vectors such as
abalone and rocklobster, heavy metals in seafood and
microbiological risks in shellfish.
Alison is also highly involved in research directed at
improved market access for the seafood industry. This
includes providing an evidence base to the Codex
processes to enable development of risk commensurate
standards, supporting a proactive industry response to
food safety risks, providing research to underpin market
access submissions and improving risk communication for
both industry and consumers.
Alison works closely with seafood industries, researchers
and regulatory bodies in Australia and New Zealand.

Major projects
Alison is currently managing SafeFish – a major initiative
funded through the Fisheries Research and Development
Corporation (FRDC). SafeFish is a partnership approach
to food safety and market access for the seafood industry,
involving regulators, industry and researchers who
collaborate to address issues identified as high priority for
seafood.
SafeFish is a 3 year, $1million program that supports and
facilitates research into potential food safety issues,
provides scientific briefs to Australian Codex
representatives, upskills the seafood industry and
regulators in Australia, and supports incident management
with technical information.

Alison is also working on a FRDC funded project with the
University of Tasmania entitled Harmful algal blooms:
improved understanding, seafood risk assessment, and
faster toxin and species detection to reduce impacts on
aquaculture and fisheries. Her role in this project is to
conduct a risk ranking of marine biotoxins in commercial
and recreationally important seafood in Tasmania.
As leader of the seafood group, Alison provides scientific
input and strategic advice to several other projects in the
group such as: Paralytic shellfish toxins in Southern
Rocklobster, Novel detections methods for Norovirus in
oysters and a survey of Norovirus and Hepatitis A in
Australian oysters.
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Boards/Committees
Chair – Australian Shellfish Quality Assurance Advisory
Committee
Member – National Food Safety, Integrity and
Traceability Taskforce – sub-strategy of the National
Food & Nutrition Research Development and
Technology Transfer Strategy
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