DECLARED PLANT
Box elder

Acer negundo
January 2015

Box elder is a fast growing, short-lived deciduous tree
with an irregular domed crown. Although it can reach
20 m in height, box elder mostly grows about 8 m high
in weedy situations.
It is now declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
throughout South Australia and enforced control in the
Adelaide and Mount Lofty Ranges, and South
Australian Murray-Darling Basin NRM regions.






Other common names: box elder maple, ashleaved maple, black maple, Manitoba maple,
negundo maple, three-leaf maple, sugar ash.
Family: Sapindaceae
Synonyms: Negundo aceroides, Negundo
texanum, Acer trifoliatum, Acer fraxinifolium.
Origin: North and Central America
Pathway of introduction: planted as an amenity
or ornamental tree in parks and gardens

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Box elder is an environmental weed in higher rainfall
habitats of South Australia.
 invasive along creeklines forming multi-trunked,
impenetrable thickets
 outcompetes and shades out native vegetation
 infestations along waterways can trap sediment
and their mass shedding of leaves in autumn can
impact on water quality.
HABITAT
In its native habitat, box elder is a colonist of disturbed
sites. It colonises alluvial beds, seasonal floodplains,
grassy woodlands, sclerophyll forests and woodlands,
and dry coastal vegetation.

DESCRIPTION
Habit: small deciduous tree to about 8-20 m tall, with
a crown made denser by shoots from trunk and
branches. Leaves: leaf with 3-9 leaflets arranged
pinnately, with the centre leaflet larger than the lateral
leaflets. Bright green on upper surface, paler beneath.
Stem/Bark: smooth and greyish-brown when young,
becoming dark grey and shallowly cracked with broad,
rounded ridges. Flowers: pendulous inflorescences
contain greenish flowers, without petals. Male and
female flowers on separate trees. Flowering Time:
Spring. Fruit: pairs of flat, one-seeded samaras, each
winged at one end.
HOW IT SPREADS
Box elder spreads mainly by wind dispersed seed up
to 100 m, and also by birds and animals. The light,
winged fruit are designed to be transported by the
wind, and rotate in a propeller-like action.
Germination rates are highest in moist soils, along
waterways, on disturbed and open sites. Fire or topkilling mechanical damage will induce new shoots,
which sprout from exposed roots, the root crown
and/or stumps.
DISTRIBUTION
Box elder has been recorded in the Southern Lofty
Regions near Adelaide, and is becoming naturalised in
the Northern Lofty region. It is also naturalised in
Western Australia, New South Wales, Australian
Capital Territory and Victoria.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre
for information on controlling declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also
available at:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa

Seek control advice if you have the weed. Select
alternatives to replace invasive species. Read ‘Grow
Me Instead’ for suggestions.
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