
 

 
 

Invitation for Aquaculture Tenure Applications 
Aquaculture Act 2001 

 
This document provides details of the criteria to be met and guidelines to be addressed for 

applicants in the submission of an application seeking to undertake the farming of the following 
classes of aquaculture in the below named aquaculture zones prescribed under policies pursuant to 

the Aquaculture Act 2001. 
 

Tenure release:  
Aquaculture (Zones—Lower Eyre Peninsula) Policy 2013 (“the Lower Eyre Peninsula policy”) 

In the Louth Bay aquaculture zone a maximum of 51 hectares for the farming of bivalve 
molluscs and/or algae;  
In the Boston Bay sector and Boston Island (east) sectors of the Boston Bay aquaculture zone 
a maximum of 19 hectares for the farming of prescribed wild caught tuna and/or algae; and 
In the Lincoln Outer Sector of the Lincoln aquaculture zone a maximum of 5000 hectares for 
the farming of prescribed wild caught tuna and/or algae; 

Aquaculture (Zones—Anxious Bay) Policy 2007 (“the Anxious Bay policy”) 
In the Anxious Bay aquaculture zone a maximum of 120 hectares for the farming of algae and 
molluscs (other than oysters and mussels);  

Aquaculture (Zones—Tumby Bay) Policy 2015 (“the Tumby Bay policy”)  
In the Tumby Bay aquaculture zone a maximum of 1295 hectares for the farming of aquatic 
animals (other than prescribed wild caught tuna) in a manner that involves regular feeding, 
bivalve molluscs, and algae;  

Aquaculture (Zones—Coffin Bay) Policy 2008 (“the Coffin Bay policy”) 
In the Kellidie Bay aquaculture zone a maximum of 3 hectares for the temporary storage (up 
to two weeks) of bivalve molluscs (other than mussels);  

Aquaculture (Zones—Streaky Bay) Policy 2011 (“the Streaky Bay policy”) 
In the Streaky Bay aquaculture zone a maximum of 40 hectares for the farming of abalone 
and bivalve molluscs (other than mussels); and 
In the Blanche Port aquaculture zone a maximum of 37.5 hectares for the farming of bivalve 
molluscs (other than mussels).  
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Disclaimer 

PIRSA and its employees do not warrant or make any representation regarding the use, or results of the 
use, of the information contained herein as regards to its correctness, accuracy, reliability and currency or 
otherwise. PIRSA and its employees expressly disclaim all liability or responsibility to any person using 
the information or advice. 
 

All Enquiries 

Aquaculture Policy 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Primary Industries and Regions SA (PIRSA) 
Level 14, 25 Grenfell Street 
GPO Box 1671, Adelaide SA 5001 
T 08 8429 3503 
E olivia.rundle@sa.gov.au

mailto:olivia.rundle@sa.gov.au
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Introduction 

Background 
The Aquaculture Act 2001 (“the Act”) allows for the granting of rights to occupy State waters and provides 
security for aquaculture operators while protecting the interests of the community.    
 
The objects of the Act are to promote ecologically sustainable development of marine and inland 
aquaculture, to maximise benefits to the community from the State’s aquaculture resources and to 
otherwise ensure the efficient and effective regulation of the aquaculture industry.  
 
Aquaculture policies may be made for any purpose directed towards securing the objects of the Act, and 
may set out zone policies. A zone policy may identify a zone or zones, areas for which leases may only 
be made by way of a public call, and identify zones where no aquaculture is permitted. A policy may also 
set out as lease and licence conditions and offence provisions.  
 
Aquaculture zone policies recognise the aquaculture industry as a legitimate user of the State‘s marine 
resources, providing guidance and clarity regarding the aquaculture industry‘s access to these resources. 
The policies are created to consolidate aquaculture activities in specific areas and to ensure the ecological 
sustainability of the existing and future industry. 
 
Under the Act, a licence may not be granted for aquaculture in State waters unless the area is subject to 
a lease granted by the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development (“the Minister”) or their 
delegate. The Act allows for four types of lease, which includes pilot, production, research and emergency 
leases.  
 
Aquaculture leases provide security of tenure and licences accommodate flexible regulatory compliance 
and adaptive management practices. The competitive tenure allocation process is to ensure a fair and 
efficient means of allocating and utilising the State’s marine resources.  

Public Call  
The Act sets out that production lease applications in respect of an area within an aquaculture zone or 
part of an aquaculture zone designated as a public call area may only be made by way of a public call in 
accordance with the Act.  
 
Primary Industries and Regions South Australia (“PIRSA”), on behalf of the Minister, seek applications 
from suitable persons in respect of the below aquaculture zones (“the zones”) prescribed under 
aquaculture policies (“the policies”) for the following classes of aquaculture:  
 
Aquaculture (Zones - Lower Eyre Peninsula) Policy 2013 (“the Lower Eyre Peninsula Policy”) 

• The farming of bivalve molluscs and/or algae in the Louth Bay aquaculture zone within the 
Aquaculture (Zones - Lower Eyre Peninsula) Policy 2013. A maximum total of 51 hectares will be 
released.  

o This includes up to a maximum of 35 hectares for the farming of bivalve molluscs and up 
to a maximum of 51 hectares for the farming of algae, with the overall total allocation not 
exceeding 51 hectares.  

• The farming of prescribed wild caught tuna and/or algae in the Boston Bay sector and Boston 
Island (east) sectors of the Boston Bay aquaculture zone within the Aquaculture (Zones - Lower 
Eyre Peninsula) Policy 2013. A maximum of 19 hectares will be released.  
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o This includes up to a maximum of 6.33 hectares for the farming of prescribed wild caught 
tuna in the Boston Bay sector and up to a maximum of 19 hectares for the farming of 
prescribed wild caught tuna in the Boston Island (east) sector. This also includes up to 19 
hectares for the farming of algae, with the overall total allocation not exceeding 19 hectares. 

• The farming of prescribed wild caught tuna and/or algae in the Lincoln Outer Sector of the 
Lincoln aquaculture zone within the (Zones - Lower Eyre Peninsula) Policy 2013. A maximum of 
5000 hectares will be released.  

o This includes up to a maximum of 3500 hectares for the farming of prescribed wild caught 
tuna and up to a maximum of 5000 hectares for the farming of algae, with the total overall 
allocation not exceeding 5000 hectares. 

 
Aquaculture (Zones - Anxious Bay) Policy 2007 (“the Anxious Bay Policy”) 

• The farming of molluscs (other than mussels or oysters) and the farming of algae in the Anxious 
Bay aquaculture zone under the Aquaculture (Zones - Anxious Bay) Policy 2007. A maximum of 
120 hectares will be released.  

 
Aquaculture (Zones - Tumby Bay) Policy 2015 (“the Tumby Bay Policy”) 

• The farming of aquatic animals (other than prescribed wild caught tuna) in a manner that 
involves regular feeding, the farming of bivalve molluscs, and the farming of algae in the Tumby 
Bay aquaculture zone under the Aquaculture (Zones - Tumby Bay) Policy 2015. A maximum of 
1295 hectares will be released.  

o This includes up to a maximum of 140 hectares for the farming of regular fed species and 
up to a maximum of 1295 hectares for the farming of algae and/or bivalve molluscs, with 
the overall total allocation not exceeding 1295 hectares.  

 
Aquaculture (Zones—Coffin Bay) Policy 2008 (“the Coffin Bay Policy”) 

• Storage of bivalve molluscs (other than mussels) for up to two weeks, before being farmed or 
as part of the harvesting process by the holder of a licence authorised to farm molluscs in another 
zone identified in the Coffin Bay Policy, for up to two weeks in the Kellidie Bay Aquaculture Zone 
under the Aquaculture (Zones—Coffin Bay) Policy 2008. A maximum of 3 hectares will be released.  
 

Aquaculture (Zones - Streaky Bay) Policy 2011 (“the Streaky Bay policy”) 
• The farming of abalone and the farming of bivalve molluscs (other than mussels) in the Streaky 

Bay aquaculture zone under the Aquaculture (Zones - Streaky Bay) Policy 2011. A maximum of 
40 hectares will be released.  

o This includes up to a maximum of 25 hectares for the farming of abalone and up to a 
maximum of 40 hectares for the farming of bivalve molluscs (other than mussels), with the 
total allocation not exceeding 40 hectares.  

• The farming of bivalve molluscs (other than mussels) in the Blanche Port aquaculture zone 
under the Aquaculture (Zones - Streaky Bay) Policy 2011. A maximum of 37.5 hectares will be 
released. 

 
All applications for new leases within aquaculture zones (in State waters) must be assessed, together with 
the proposed activity to be licensed, by the Aquaculture Tenure Allocation Board (ATAB).  This process 
aims to ensure fairness and transparency for the allocation of aquaculture lease tenure.  Applications will 
be assessed by ATAB against the objects of the Act, the provisions of the applicable zone policy, the 
ATAB criteria and weightings and the Minister’s assessment guidelines. The ATAB will then recommend 
to the Minister any applications that should not be granted and the order of merit of any other applications. 
 



6 
 

The ATAB is established under section 71 of the Act, and consists of six members. The ATAB holds 
functions to advise the Minister on any matter relating to the allocation of tenure for aquaculture, as well 
as any other functions as assigned by the Act or the Minister.  
 
An invitation for applications will be published in The Advertiser on Saturday 21 March 2020.  
 
Application forms and supporting documents (including policies, maps of the zones, ATAB Criteria and 
Minister’s Guidelines) are available online at pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-opportunities  
 
Applications must be submitted to PIRSA Fisheries and Aquaculture by 5:00pm (ACDT time) on Friday 8 
May 2020.  

Policy and Zone Information  
The purpose of aquaculture policies is to identify aquaculture zones and exclusion zones, designate zones 
or parts of zones as public call areas, specify classes of aquaculture permitted in a zone and the prescribed 
criteria to be taken into account in the determination of lease and licence applications or the making of 
other decisions in relation to the zone. Aquaculture policies provide for the development of aquaculture 
and its use and management within a framework of ecologically sustainable development.  
 
In aquaculture policies, the setting of upper biomass limits for each zone, i.e. the maximum biomass of 
organisms farmed under a particular class of aquaculture at any one time, aims to ensure the amount 
farmed is commensurate to the risk posed by the species farmed on the receiving environment and is 
sustainable. Environmental impacts are detected and managed on an on-going basis, through 
environmental monitoring and reporting requirements. Adaptive management enables the modification of 
upper biomass limits for zones and changing aquaculture of licence conditions as required. 

Zones within the Aquaculture (Zones—Lower Eyre Peninsula) Policy 
2013 
The object of the Lower Eyre Peninsula Policy is to identify aquaculture zones and exclusion zones, 
designate public call areas and specify classes of aquaculture that may be farmed in a zone, as well as 
any other prescribed criteria.  
 
The Lower Eyre Peninsula policy creates six aquaculture zones, the Boston Bay aquaculture zone; the 
Lincoln aquaculture zone; the Louth Bay aquaculture zone; the Murray Point aquaculture zone; the Proper 
Bay aquaculture zone; and the Tod River aquaculture zone. The Lower Eyre Peninsula policy also creates 
three exclusion zones, the Buffalo Reef aquaculture exclusion zone; the Lincoln aquaculture exclusion 
zone; and the Sir Joseph Banks aquaculture exclusion zone.  
 
The seabed of this region consists mostly of silty sand close inshore, with heavier sands further out to sea. 
The tides are generally small as with the rest of the State, however there can be larger tides when strong 
winds or storms occur. During the summer period, winds generally blow towards the land from the 
southeast and out to sea across the zones from the northwest during winter. Strong wind events occur 
during all seasons, and the strongest wind events are able to create waves that would disturb the seabed 
to a depth of almost 16 m1. 

                                                
1  Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information: 
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/184578/Aquaculture_Zone_-_Lower_Eyre_Peninsula_Policy_2013_-_Policy_report.pdf). 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/184578/Aquaculture_Zone_-_Lower_Eyre_Peninsula_Policy_2013_-_Policy_report.pdf
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The Lower Eyre Peninsula policy addresses:  
 

Zone within 
the policy 

Prescribed class 
of aquaculture 

Total hectares 
of zone (ha) 

Total biomass of zone 
(tonnes) 

Lease area 
already 
allocated 

Leasable hectares 
available and species 
to be farmed 

Louth Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming 
of aquatic 
animals 
(other than 
prescribed 
wild caught 
tuna) in a 
manner that 
involves 
regular 
feeding;  

- The farming 
of bivalve 
molluscs; 
and; 

- The farming 
of algae. 

The leased 
area in the 
zone must not 
exceed 270 
hectares.  
 
For the farming 
of bivalve 
molluscs, must 
not exceed 155 
hectares. 

The biomass of 
aquatic animals being 
farmed in the zone in a 
manner involving 
regular feeding must 
not exceed – 

An amount that 
would, in the 
opinion of the 
Minister, have an 
environmental 
impact on the zone 
equivalent to the 
environmental 
impact that 1,020 
tonnes of finfish 
would have one 
the zone.  

 
For the farming of 
bivalve molluscs, must 
not exceed 3,100 
tonnes.  

219 
hectares 
leased.  

51 hectares to be 
released for the 
farming of algae 
and/or bivalve 
molluscs.  
 
This includes up to 
a maximum of 35 
hectares for the 
farming of bivalve 
molluscs and up to 
51 hectares for the 
farming of algae, 
with the overall 
total allocation not 
exceeding 51 
hectares.  
 
The area for 
farming regular fed 
species is at 
capacity. 
 

Boston Bay 
and Boston 
Island 
(east) 
sectors of 
the Boston 
Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming 
of aquatic 
animals in a 
manner that 
involves 
regular 
feeding;  

- The farming 
of bivalve 
molluscs; 
and  

- The farming 
of algae. 

 
In the Boston 
Bay sector – 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna 
may only be 
farmed for 
research, 

Leased area in 
the Boston Bay 
sector and the 
Boston Island 
(east) sector 
(when 
combined) 
must not 
exceed 308 
hectares; 
 
In the Boston 
Bay sector; 
- The area 

for the 
farming of 
bivalve 
molluscs 
must not 
exceed 149 
hectares. 

In the Boston Bay 
sector; 
- The biomass of 

aquatic animals 
(other than 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna) being 
farmed in the zone 
must not exceed – 
an amount that 
would, in the 
opinion of the 
Minister, have an 
environmental 
impact on the zone 
equivalent to the 
environmental 
impact that 1,750 
tonnes of finfish 
would have on the 
zone; and 

289 
hectares 
leased 
(across 
both 
sectors).  

19 hectares to be 
released for the 
farming of 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna and/or 
algae.  
 
In the Boston Bay 
sector, this 
includes up to a 
maximum of 6.33 
hectares for the 
farming of 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna; and 
 
In the Boston 
Island (east) sector, 
this includes up to 
a maximum of 19 
hectares for the 
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education or 
tourism 
purposes.  

 
In the Boston 
Island (east) 
sector; 
- The area 

for the 
farming of 
bivalve 
molluscs 
must not 
exceed 20 
hectares.  

 

- The biomass of 
bivalve molluscs 
being farmed must 
not exceed 2,980 
tonnes. 
 

In the Boston Island 
(East) sector); 
- The biomass of 

prescribed wild 
caught tuna being 
farmed must not 
exceed 360 tonnes; 
and 

- The biomass of 
bivalve molluscs 
being farmed must 
not exceed 400 
tonnes.  
 

farming of 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna; and  
 
This includes up to 
a maximum of 19 
hectares for the 
farming of algae, 
with the overall 
total allocation not 
exceeding 19 
hectares.  
 
The area for 
farming bivalve 
molluscs is at 
capacity; and the 
area for farming 
regular fed species 
(except prescribed 
wild caught tuna) is 
at capacity.  
 

Lincoln 
outer sector 
of the 
Lincoln 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming 
of 
prescribed 
wild caught 
tuna; and  

- The farming 
of algae.  

In the Lincoln 
(outer) sector;  
- The leased 

area must 
not exceed 
5,000 
hectares. 

In the Lincoln (outer) 
sector;  
- The biomass of 

prescribed wild 
caught tuna being 
farmed must not 
exceed 14,000 
tonnes.  

Nil. 5,000 hectares to 
be released for the 
farming of 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna and/or 
algae.  
 
This includes up to 
a maximum of 
3,500 hectares for 
the farming of 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna and up 
to 5000 hectares for 
the farming of 
algae, with the 
overall total 
allocation not 
exceeding 5000 
hectares. 
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Zones within the Aquaculture (Zones—Anxious Bay) Policy 2007 
The purpose of the Anxious Bay Policy is to identify aquaculture zones and an exclusion zone, designate 
public call areas and specify classes of aquaculture that may be farmed in a zone, as well as any other 
prescribed criteria.  
 
The Anxious Bay Policy creates one zone, the Anxious Bay aquaculture zone, and one exclusion zone, 
the Anxious Bay aquaculture exclusion zone.  
 
The coast in this region is extremely exposed to weather conditions, such as strong winds and other major 
storm events. The area is characterized by bare, fine to medium grained sand substrate interspersed with 
scattered patches of seagrass and macroalgae. There are also scattered areas of heavy limestone or 
calcarenite reef. A biogeographical report2 on a 20 ha site approximately 1.5 kilometres north of 
Waldegrave Islands Conservation Park indicated the water depth ranged from 24 to 26 metres, and 
depicted a relatively uniform, sandy benthic environment, virtually devoid of epibenthic flora and fauna.3  
 
The Anxious Bay Policy addresses: 
 

Zone within 
the policy 

Prescribed class 
of aquaculture 

Total hectares 
of zone (ha) 

Total biomass of 
zone (tonnes) 

Lease area 
already 
allocated 

Leasable hectares 
available and 
species to be 
farmed 

Anxious 
Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming 
of molluscs 
other than 
mussels or 
oysters; and  

- The farming 
of algae.  

120 hectares of 
leased area for 
the farming of 
molluscs other 
than mussels or 
oysters. 

The biomass of 
molluscs other than 
mussels or oysters 
being farmed in the 
waters in the zone at 
any one time must 
not exceed 1,200 
tonnes.  

Nil.  120 hectares to 
be released for 
the farming of 
molluscs (other 
than oysters or 
mussels); and/or 
algae. 

Zones within the Aquaculture (Zones—Tumby Bay) Policy 2015 
The purpose of the Tumby Bay Policy is to identify aquaculture zones, designate public call areas and 
specify classes of aquaculture that may be farmed in a zone, as well as any other prescribed criteria.  
 
The Tumby Bay Policy creates one aquaculture zone, the Tumby Bay aquaculture zone, and one exclusion 
zone, the Tumby Bay aquaculture exclusion zone.  
 
The Tumby Bay aquaculture zone lies at the northern boundary of the Jussieu bio-unit and the northern 
area of the aquaculture zone lies within the southern limits of the Dutton bio-unit. The northern region of 
the zone, which includes the Tumby Bay township, is exposed to low wave energies with prevailing 
offshore winds and low exposure to swell. This includes frequent wave heights and periods of 
approximately 1m and 3s, respectively, reaching maximum heights and periods of 2.5 – 3 m and 6.5 – 6.0 
s, respectively. Water depths rarely exceed 25 m within the Jussieu bio-unit and around Tumby Bay are 
only 10 m and reach up to 20 m further offshore.  The islands of the Sir Joseph Banks Group provide the 
                                                
2 Madigan, S. and Lauer, P. (2006). Biogeographic report for Australian Bight Infrastructure P/L (ABI) licence (no AQ00028 lease no LA00008). 
3 Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information: 
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/59322/Anxious_Bay_policy_report_gazetted_8_november_2007.pdf. 
 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/59322/Anxious_Bay_policy_report_gazetted_8_november_2007.pdf
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coastal area with some shelter from high winds and wave energy. The adjacent coastline comprises mainly 
sandy beaches, along with tidal flats and algal dominated reefs. The adjacent coastline is mainly sandy 
beaches, tidal flats and algal dominated reefs. The low energy southern section of the bay is the site of 
the Tumby Bay township and there are extensive areas of seagrass within this region.4 
 
The Tumby Bay Policy addresses: 
 

Zone within 
the policy 

Prescribed class of 
aquaculture 

Total hectares 
of zone (ha) 

Total biomass of 
zone (tonnes) 

Lease 
area 
already 
allocated 

Leasable hectares 
available and species to 
be farmed 

Tumby Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming of 
aquatic 
animals (other 
than 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna) in 
a manner that 
involves 
regular 
feeding; 

- The farming of 
bivalve 
molluscs; and 

- The farming of 
algae.   

1,300 hectares; 
and  
 
Of which at 
least 5 hectares 
must be used 
or available for 
use for the 
farming of 
aquatic 
organisms for 
the purposes of 
research or the 
purposes of 
trade, or a 
business, 
established for 
educational 
purposes.  

The biomass of the 
aquatic animals 
(other than 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna) being 
farmed in the zone 
in a manner that 
involves regular 
feeding must not 
exceed - an 
amount that would 
have an 
environmental 
impact on the zone 
equivalent to the 
environmental 
impact 2,100 
tonnes of finfish 
would have on the 
zone; and  
 
The biomass of 
bivalve molluscs 
being farmed in the 
zone must not 
exceed 16,200 
tonnes.  
 

Nil. 1,295 hectares to be 
released for the 
farming of regular fed 
species (other than 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna), bivalve 
molluscs and/or algae.  
 
This includes up to a 
maximum of 140 
hectares for the 
farming of regular fed 
species (other than 
prescribed wild 
caught tuna) and up to 
1295 hectares for the 
farming of bivalve 
molluscs and/or algae, 
with the total overall 
allocation not 
exceeding 1295 
hectares. 
 

Zones within the Aquaculture (Zones—Coffin Bay) Policy 2008 
The purpose of the Coffin Bay Policy is to identify aquaculture zones, designate public call areas and 
specify classes of aquaculture that may be farmed in a zone, as well as any other prescribed criteria.  
 
The zone creates seven aquaculture zones; the Frenchman Bluff aquaculture zone; the Kellidie Bay 
aquaculture zone; the Mount Dutton Bay aquaculture zone; the Point Longnose aquaculture zone; the Port 

                                                
4 Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information:  
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/156910/2011-02-11_-_Draft_Aquaculture_Zones_-_Tumby_Bay_Policy_Report.pdf 

https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/156910/2011-02-11_-_Draft_Aquaculture_Zones_-_Tumby_Bay_Policy_Report.pdf
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Douglas (central) aquaculture zone; the Port Douglas (east) aquaculture zone; the Port Douglas (west) 
aquaculture zone. The zone also creates one aquaculture exclusion zone, the Coffin Bay aquaculture 
exclusion zone.  
 
Coffin Bay is situated on the southernmost tip of Eyre Peninsula approximately 700 kilometres by road 
from Adelaide and is exposed to winds from the north with protection from Coffin Bay Peninsula to the 
west and south, and Eyre Peninsula to the east. Bottom sediments range from coarse sands to mud-sand 
mixtures to flocculated muds with high organic content. The latter predominate in northwestern and 
southeastern Port Douglas and central Mount Dutton Bays. Sandy sediments are found on and adjacent 
to tidally exposed spits in Port Douglas and Kellidie Bays and along much of the southern shoreline where 
northerly winds have generated sandy beaches and dunes. Bottom sediments in Kellidie Bay and northern 
Mount Dutton Bay have a higher mud component than those in central Port Douglas Bay. 5  
 
The waters of Coffin Bay receive relatively little fresh water input and experience high evaporation. 
Principal sources of input are from Minniribbie Creek and stormwater runoff from the Coffin Bay township. 
Minniribbie Creek usually flows between July and September into the northeastern corner of Kellidie Bay 
when Lake Wangary, a salt lake, 12 kilometres away to the north, is full. Outflow may be continuous or 
intermittent and some years the creek has not flowed at all. The slope of the land at the Coffin Bay township 
is such that stormwater will quickly run to sea following rain. Groundwater is only 1 m below the surface in 
some areas within Coffin Bay township and freshwater can be seen rising to the surface only metres from 
shore in front of the town.6 
 
The Coffin Bay Policy addresses: 
 

Zone within 
the policy 

Prescribed 
class of 
aquaculture 

Total hectares of zone 
(ha) 

Total biomass 
of zone 
(tonnes) 

Lease area 
already 
allocated 

Leasable hectares 
available and 
species to be 
farmed 

Kellidie Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

The farming 
of bivalve 
molluscs 
other than 
mussels.  

23 hectares; and  
 
3 hectares must be used 
or available for use or for 
storage, for a period not 
exceeding two weeks, of 
bivalve molluscs other 
than mussels – before 
being farmed in another 
aquaculture zone 
identified in the Coffin 
Bay Policy; or as part of 
the harvesting process 
after being farmed in 
another aquaculture zone 
identified in the Coffin 
Bay Policy, by the holder 
of a licence authorised to 

Not specified.  Nil hectares 
leased for 
temporary 
storage.   

3 hectares to be 
released for the 
temporary 
storage (not 
exceeding two 
weeks) of bivalve 
molluscs (other 
than mussels). 

                                                
5 Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information: 
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/86133/Attachment_D_Coffin_Bay_Policy_report_for_Ministers_approval_04032008.pdf 
6 Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information: 
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/86133/Attachment_D_Coffin_Bay_Policy_report_for_Ministers_approval_04032008.pdf 
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farm molluscs in another 
aquaculture zone 
identified in the Coffin 
Bay Policy. 

Zones within the Aquaculture (Zones—Streaky Bay) Policy 2011 
The purpose of the Coffin Bay policy is to identify aquaculture zones and an exclusion zone, designate 
public call areas and specify classes of aquaculture that may be farmed in a zone, as well as any other 
prescribed criteria.  
 
The Streaky Bay Policy creates five aquaculture zones, the Blanche Port aquaculture zone, the Haslam 
(north bank) aquaculture zone; the Perlibie (south bank) aquaculture zone; the Point Gibson aquaculture 
zone; the Streaky Bay aquaculture zone. The Streaky Bay Policy also creates one aquaculture exclusion 
zone, the Streaky Bay aquaculture exclusion zone.  
 
Streaky Bay is a shallow east-west aligned bay approximately 25 kilometres long and 30 kilometres wide. 
The mouth of the bay opens to the south-west at a maximum depth of approximately 30 metres. Most of 
the bay has a depth of less than 10 metres. Water exchange between Streaky Bay and the Great Australian 
Bight occurs through the Warburton, Dashwood and South Channels. Blanche Port opens from the south-
east corner of Streaky Bay. Blanche Port covers an area of approximately 35 km2 at an average depth of 
3 – 4 m. Site management should consider winds, which are generally southerly during the summer and 
northwest to northeast during winter. The tidal pattern in this area is largely predictable. For intertidal 
developments utilising the Eyre Peninsula’s wide low gradient sand/mud flats, tidal level variations are 
common. This is due to local winds, barometric pressure and general weather patterns. Thus for the same 
predicted tide level, a beach may be exposed at one time and covered at another. 7 
 
The Streaky Bay policy comprises: 
 

Zone within 
the policy 

Prescribed class of 
aquaculture 

Total hectares 
of zone (ha) 

Total biomass of 
zone (tonnes) 

Lease area 
already 
allocated 

Leasable hectares 
available and species to 
be farmed 

Streaky Bay 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming of 
bivalve 
molluscs other 
than mussels; 

- And the 
farming of 
abalone.  

The leased 
area must not 
exceed 40 
hectares.  

The biomass of 
abalone being 
farmed in the 
zone must not 
exceed – an 
amount that 
would have an 
environmental 
impact on the 
sector 
equivalent to the 
environmental 
impact that 200 
tonnes of finfish 

Nil. 40 hectares to be 
released for the 
farming of bivalve 
molluscs (other than 
mussels).  
 
This includes up to 25 
hectares for the 
farming of abalone 
and up to 40 hectares 
for bivalve molluscs 
(other than mussels), 
with the total overall 
allocation not 

                                                
7 Refer to the Supporting Policy Report for further information:  
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/222166/Policy_Report-Arno_Bay-Streaky_Bay-Lacepded_Bay.pdf 
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would have on 
the zone.  

exceeding 40 
hectares. 
  

Blanche 
Port 
aquaculture 
zone 

- The farming of 
bivalve 
molluscs other 
than mussels.  

The leased 
area must not 
exceed 77.5 
hectares.  

Not specified.  40 hectares 
leased. 

37.5 hectares to be 
released for the 
farming of bivalve 
molluscs (other than 
mussels).  

 

Site Selection  
It is the responsibility of applicants to identify and select specific sites within the aquaculture zones 
prescribed under the aquaculture policies. In determining an appropriate site, applicants should consider 
the boundaries of the aquaculture zone and be mindful of existing operators in the area.  
 
Maps of each zone prescribed under the policies that form part of the public call are provided online at 
pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-opportunities 
 
Applicants may apply for one or many sites across each of the zones that form part of the public call, 
however the number of sites applied for (and size) must be clearly defined within the application form and 
not exceed a total of the hectares listed for each respective zone as listed in the ATAB Criteria and 
Minister’s Assessment Guidelines provided online at pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-opportunities 
 
If you wish to apply for sites across multiple zones, prescribed under separate policies, which form part of 
this public call, please complete the relevant application form for each separate zone you wish to apply for 
tenure within. 
 
In considering the location of sites, PIRSA will assess applications against the provisions of the relevant 
policy. Please refer to http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au for a full version of the policy document.   
 
The Minister or delegate of the Minister makes no claims that the area which is subject to the invitation for 
tender is suitable for any particular form of aquaculture. Investors should undertake their own investigation 
and assessment of potential site suitability. 

  

https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
http://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/
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Application Information, ATAB Assessment and 
Minister’s Assessment Guidelines 
This public call for applications has been made in accordance with the Act, which enables new production 
leases to be granted within aquaculture zones.   
 
The key objective of the tenure allocation process under the Act is to ensure an equitable assessment 
process for the release of new lease area in aquaculture zones and the allocation of tenure to the operators 
who will use the marine resource at an optimum level (in terms of the quality and quantity of output relative 
to the capacity of the environment in an ecologically sustainable way). 

 
Successful applicants who can demonstrate a proven capacity to manage and develop a site in an 
environmentally sustainable manner may be offered the opportunity to apply for a production lease and 
associated aquaculture licences. 

ATAB Criteria 
The ATAB criteria (criteria established by the Minister under section 35(2)(b) of the Act) is available online 
at pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-opportunities 

Minister’s Assessment Guidelines 
Applications received will be assessed by the Aquaculture Tenure Allocation Board (ATAB) in accordance 
with the Minister’s assessment guidelines (guidelines established by the Minister under section 35(6) of 
the Act). The Minister’s assessment guidelines are provided online at pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-
opportunities 

Licence Assessment 
An applicant recommended by the ATAB will be eligible to submit a full licence application to PIRSA which 
will be assessed in relation to the specific site location nominated in accordance with the objectives of the 
Act. A recommendation by the ATAB to grant tenure to an applicant does not guarantee success in 
obtaining an aquaculture licence. PIRSA and the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) will use 
additional information to determine any specific licence conditions required. 
 
The information required for the licence assessment will include: 
• a survey of the site provided by a licensed surveyor; and  
• a bio-geographical report of the site conducted by a marine biologist.   
 
Applicants should note that during the licence assessment process PIRSA will seek public submissions 
on the proposal.  A public notice will appear in a newspaper circulating generally in the State.  In assessing 
the application(s) PIRSA will take into consideration the information received as part of the public 
submission process. 

Aquaculture Lease and Licence Information 
On successful completion of the lease and licence assessment process, applicants will be granted an 
aquaculture production lease and licence issued by the Minister. Aquaculture leases and licences attract 

https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
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annual fees payable to PIRSA for regulatory activity undertaken on behalf of the Minister administering 
the Act.  

2019/20 licence type and annual licence fee: 

Abalone (Sub-tidal area) Licence: $8,227 

Mussels (Sub-tidal area) Licence: $1,211 

Molluscs excluding Abalone & Mussel (Sub-tidal) Licence: $2,259 

Molluscs including Abalone excluding oysters (inter-tidal) Licence: $2,219 

Oysters Inter-tidal licence 

per licence: nil 

per hectare: nil 

Algae Farm Licence: $2,059 

Storage of Sea Cages - Licence: $2,059 

2019/20 lease type and annual lease fee: 

Abalone Lease (Sub-tidal area): $6,033.50 

Mussel Lease (Sub-tidal area): $887.70 

Molluscs excluding Abalone or Mussel (Sub-tidal) Lease: $1,260.60 

Molluscs including Abalone excluding oysters (inter-tidal) Lease: $1,260.60 

Oyster Lease (Inter-tidal Area) 

per lease: nil 

per hectare: nil 

Algae Farm Lease: $1,260.60 

Storage of Sea Cages Lease: $1,260.60 
 
These figures are subject to change as the fee structure for the 2020/21 financial year has not been set.  
As such, these figures should be used as a guide only.  Once the successful applicants have been offered 
leases and licences over the sites, they will be expected to pay the current year’s lease and licence annual 
fees.  
  



16 
 

Lodgment of Applications 
The closing date and time for applications is 5.00pm on Friday 8 May 2020.  
 
Applications must be made on the prescribed application form which can be accessed at 
pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture-lease-opportunities 
 
Applications (or enquiries relating to this call for applications) should be made via post or email and 
directed to: 

Aquaculture Policy 
Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Primary Industries and Regions South Australia  
GPO Box 1671  
ADELAIDE  SA  5000 

PIRSA.Aquaculture@sa.gov.au 
 

Late Applications 
Applications received after the specified closing time at the above address will be deemed late. In most 
circumstances, late applications will not be assessed unless the applicant can provide clear evidence that 
the documents were dispatched in sufficient time so that they would normally have been received before 
the specified time and date. However, it is within the Minister’s discretion to accept or refuse a late 
application.  

https://pir.sa.gov.au/aquaculture/marine_aquaculture/lease_opportunities
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