BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL,
Second reading,

The Hon. C. D. ROWE (Attorney-General)—
I move—

That this Bill Be now read a second time.
Section 54 of the Brands Aet provides for the
keeping of registers of the various kinds of
brands and marks to which the Act relates.
Section 55 provides that the Registrar of
Brands, at the end of every quarter, must
publish in the Government Gazette a statement
setting out the brands and marks which have
been registered, transferred or cancelled during
the quarter. In addition, the section provides
for the publication at intervals of two years
of brands directories containing particulars of
all registered brands. It has, in practice, been
found impracticable to publish these brands
directories. The Government Printer, for
several years past, has been unable to divert
sufficient men to the work and the cost of
keeping up the directories would be over £5,000
per annum. Furthermore, a directory become3
out of date very quickly and needs to be supple
mented by the statement of changes in brand
efe., published in the Gazelte every quarter

It is considered, therefore, that the pro¥
sions of the Act requiring the compilation °
the brands directory should be repealed, “f’é
this is mecordingly provided for by the Bill
However, it is realized that the public should
be able to obtain without delay information ®
to registered brands and the Bill provides b

A
“ghe £l

. spformation Is required as to any brand
' or the request is made by letter, telephone
o otherwise, the information is to be supplied
;,,« the Registrar. In addition, the Bill contains
widentiary provisions under whieh the certifi-
ate of the Registrar as to whether a brand is
o is 10b registered and as to extracts from any
of the registers, is to be prime facie evidence
of the fact stated in the certifieate.

rhe Hon. T, J. CONDON secured the
ﬂdjom'nment of the debate.
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Bush Fires Bill,

BUSH PIRES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Second reading.

The Hoen. N, L. JUDE (Minister of Local
Government)—I move—

That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Bill makes a number of amendments to
the Bush Fires Aet. Under various sections of
the Aet councils are given power to issue per-
mits to hurn under circumstances which differ
from the conditions laid down in the particular
section. These provisions were enacted in 1955,
the purpose being to give some eclasticity to
the provisions of the Aet which was previously
lacking.

Clause 2, Sir, provides that a council may,
for the purpose of issuing the permits, appoint
a committee consisting of btwo or more of the
council members, and that it may delegate to
the committee the power to grant these permits,
Sections 13a provides that a Minister may, on a

day he is satisfied is one of extreme fire

hazard, broadeast a prohibition of the lighting
of fires in the open, and at present there is no
power to exempt anybody from the prohibition.
The prohibition may extend fo the whole State
or any specified part of the State. COlause 3,
Sir, provides a method for obtaining exemption
from section 13a and a means whereby a person
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may light a fire on a prohibited day. Hoy.
ever, great care has been taken in framing the
clause to see that sueh permit wil only pe
issued by qualified people and subject g an
appropriate examination of the particular ¢fr.
cumstances.

sindary a fire control officer from either
neil can continue in charge of the opera-
g. In some cases the eontrolling bush fire
ority in the other State is not a counecil
it another type of statutory body, such as
e councils in Vietoria. Obviously there
1d be power to make the same reciproeal
ngements with sueh a body with the coun-
and clause 5, by paragraphs (&) and (b),
os provision aceordingly.

Subsection (6b) of section 29 imposes on
incils the duby of insuring fire control
diicers who do not receive any payment for
ng as such and are therefore not eligible
workmen’s ecompensation in the event of
pir being injured in the course of their duty.
”present the Act provides for insurance up
500 in the case of death or total incapacity,
that on partial incapacity an amount of
less than £2 per week is to be payable
ing such partial ineapacity for a period of
least six months. As regards specific
juries, the section follows the table of com-
asation for speeific injuries shown in the first
lumn in section 26 of the Workmen’s Com-
nsation Act with a Himit of £500,

Clause 5 provides that where the fire control
licer in his normal voeation would be eligible
Tt workmen’s compensation if he were injured
he course of his ordinary employment, the
cil is to insure him for the payments which
d ordinarily he made nnder the Workmen’s
pensation Act with respeet to his erdinary
oyment. If he is not a person who would
o eligible, he is to be insured for the
unts set out in the subseetion, and clause
Inereases from £500 to £1,000 the amount to
ayable on death or total incapacity and
£2 to £10 the amount payable on partial
pacity. In addition, Sir, the amount of
ensation which may be payable for specific
ries is inereased from £500 to £1,000.
Clause 6 provides that all voluntary fire
ing organizations formed for the purpose
ombating bush fires outside the parts of
! State to which the Fire Brigades Act,
36-1944, applies, are to Dbe registered with
Minister., At the present time, there is
egister of such organizations, although
obvious that it is desirable that there
Ould he a central register and that the
ihister should he kept supplied with up-te-
te information as to various matters such
articulars of members, equipment, and so
Clause 6 therefore provides accordingly.
Ih commending the Bill to members I point
b that the elause referring to exemption from
® general prohibition on burning appears

It is proposed by the clause that the coungij}
may, with the approval in writing of the
Minister, appoint persons as anthorised persopg
for the purposes of the seetion. The Minigte)
will not give his approval unless he is satisfieg
that if is in the public interests so to do, ang
that the eouncils of all the adjoining areas
agree to the appointment of these authoriged
persons. A permit may be issued jointly by
two authorised persons and is to be in writing
in the torm prescribed by regulation and subject
to both the conditions set out in that form
and to such other conditions as the authorised
person deems necessary. The permit is not to
be issued in respeet of any day of any period,
during whicl, pursuant to section 4 or seetion
7, the lighting of fires is prohibited.

The permit is also not to be issucd unless the
authorised person is satisfied that it will be
unlikely that the applicant could satisfactorily
burn on any other day. The permit will he
issued for the burning of scirub or the burning
off of newly cleared land. The permits are to
be made out in quadruplicate and one copy is
to be supplied to the holder of.the permit, one
to the elerk of the council, one to the nearest
member of the police force, and one to the
Minister, and the aunthorised person issuing the
permit is to inform the clerk of the couneil and
the nearest member of the poliee force by telo-
phone or arally of the issue of the permit as
soon as practicable after the issue of the
permit.

Section 2la which was enacted in 1950 PT_O'
vides, Sir, that a council may require certain
precautions against fire to be taken by the
owners of sawmills, Claunse 4 extends the s:er:-
tion by providing that, in addition to providing
these facilities, the owner must maintain the-m-
It also provides that the council may spemflf
the quantity of water to he continuously avail
able at the sawmill, where tauks are tO. be
placed, and the number, types and positiond
of the outlets and water mains from the tanks:

Section 29 deals with the appointment of
fire contral officers and subsection (1a) desls
with & case of a couneil whose boundaxy ahuts
that of the couneil of another State. It PF
vides that each of the two councils may
appoint, as fire control officers, officers of the
other eouncils so that if a fire crosses the State

somewhat involved. Speaking from a practical
knowledge of this problem, I would rather
have the clanse more diffienlt to evade than
prohibitions loosened uwp. I believe the menace
of fire inereases year by year. The reason
that the verbiage is so involved is to make
sare that there are no loopholes left and that
there is no indiseriminate burning.

The Hon. R. R. WILSON (Northern)—I
support the Bill because it deals with a very
important matter, The Bill delegates certain
matters,to district councils, and from its mem-
hers a council can appoint persons who have
the authority to grant permits on days when
2 five ban has heen broadeast. This request
originates from many people who have cleared
large areas of serub land. When they are able
to burn land which they have rolled or logged
it often happens that a fire ban has been
announced by the Minister and they are not
allowed to light a fire on that day. Very
strong reguests have come not only from Eyre
Peninsula but from other parts of the State in
whieh there is virgin eountry. The State needs
inereased production and it is necessary that
we intensify our production on this land, much
of which is situated in good rainfall areas.
People who have been prepared to clear this
land have hecome despondent because of the
total prohibition. The Minister has mow con-
sented, subjeet to very rigid conditions, to give
relief in this matter. New section 13bh (2)
states:—

The council may, with the approval in writ-

ing of the Minister appoint any persons as
authorized persons for the purpose of this
gection. The Minister shall not give any such
approval unless he is satisfied that it is in the
publie interest so to do and that the councils of
all areas adjoining the area of the council mak-
ing the appointment agree thereto. Any such
approval may be withdrawn by the Minister at
any time. .
T point out that the Minister has full authority
to withdraw the approval even if it has been
granted by the authorized ecommittes. New
section 13bh also provides:—

(3) Every such permit shall be issued jointly
by two authorized persons and shall be in writ.
ing in the form preseribed by regulation and
be subjeet to such conditions as are set out in
that form and may be granted subject to such
other conditioms, additional to those preseribed
by this Act, as the authorized persons deem
necessary.

(4) No permit shall be issued in respect of
any day within any period during which, pur-
suant to section 4 or section 7, the lighting of
fires is prohibited.

No aunthority is issased without careful com-
sideration, I hope the Council will accopt the
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