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6 March 2019 

Dear Minister, 

RE: GM Moratorium Report by Kym Anderson 

With respect, while I appreciate the Government conducting two weeks of consultation on the report by 
Kym Anderson, the scope of matters that you've requested that submissions focus on is even narrower 
than the scope of the initial report on the moratorium of GM crops in SA. 

As you know, I am a member of the Legislative Council's Select Committee on the Moratorium on the 
Cultivation of Genetically Modified Crops in South Australia, which was established on 1 August 2018, 
prior to the announcement of the Government's review, and began its process of taking submissions 
and hearing evidence shortly thereafter.  The Committee is still hearing from witnesses, and the scope 
of its inquiry is broader than the Government's Inquiry. 

In my submission, the moratorium on GM crops in SA should be retained.  Our Parliamentary Inquiry has 
heard evidence that there are in fact significant benefits, including price premiums for non-GM crops, 
being achieved by SA businesses taking advantage of SA's GM crops moratorium with its GM-free 
status and its clean and green image.   

By contrast the Anderson Report fails to consider economic benefits of the moratorium, by lumping 
them into a basket as "unquantifiable". 

Overseas markets demanding GM-free foods are growing. To disregard this and not position our state 
as the preferred supplier of GM-free products to overseas markets would be a failed opportunity.  
Losing this marketing advantage merely to enable a small percentage of SA farmers to grow GM canola 
would be a bad decision for SA. 

I'd like to draw your attention to an "Open Letter to Australia" from the Consumers Union of Japan (copy 
attached), dated 20 February 2019, which says: 

"Consumers in Japan are strongly opposed to GM technology and do not want to eat such 
products. In light of this, we are alarmed to hear that Australia is considering to deregulate 
new GM technologies, including CRISPR, in animals, plants and microbes. Japanese 
consumers would not at all be willing to eat such products, either." 
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They end their letter with the statement: 

"Please regulate new GM technologies as strictly if not even stricter than older GM technologies, or you 
risk harming Australia's image as a food producer here in Japan, and we will boycott all such products." 

While the issue of deregulation of new GM technologies is not a matter that has been considered by the 
Anderson Report, the fact that the Consumers Union of Japan, a key market for South Australian non-
GM products, have expressed such strong opposition to eating GM foods, and are willing to boycott 
Australian products if we aren't able to ensure our exports are GM-free, is certainly relevant to the 
consideration of whether South Australia should retain our moratorium. 

Finally, I submit that given that the Parliamentary Inquiry is still continuing to hear evidence, and that the 
Parliament is the final decision maker on whether to revoke the current moratorium or not, it would be 
premature for the Marshall Liberal Government to make a decision regarding its position on this matter 
before the Committee has concluded.  Moreover, it would be disrespectful to the Legislative Council 
who determined that this was a matter worthy of a Select Committee Inquiry. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Parnell MLC 



Consumers Union of Japan
Sound and Healthy Future for Our Children

Open Letter to Australia: Please
Regulate New GM Technologies Strictly
February 20, 2019 Biotechnology, Food, Trade Biotechnology, Food, topnews,
Trade fridfrid
To:

Minister Bridget McKenzie

Parliament House, Canberra  ACT 2600

Australia

February 20, 2019

We are Consumers Union of Japan, founded in 1969, as a member-based consumer organization. One
of our main concerns is the many problems with genetically modified organisms (GMO) and GM food.
Consumers in Japan are strongly opposed to GM technology and do not want to eat such products.

In light of this, we are alarmed to hear that Australia is considering to deregulate new GM
technologies, including CRISPR, in animals, plants and microbes. Japanese consumers would not at
all be willing to eat such products, either. We do not believe the claims that these new technologies
are “precise” or “predictable” but regard them with the same mistrust as older GM technologies, that
can harm biological diversity, as well as pose unknown risks to human health.

Please regulate new GM technologies as strictly if not even stricter than older GM technologies, or you
risk harming Australia’s image as a food producer here in Japan, and we will boycott all such products.

Best regards,

Keisuke Amagasa (Co-chair)

Kazuoki Ono (Co-chair)

Consumers Union of Japan

Nishi Waseda 1-9-19-207

Shinjuku-Ku, Tokyo

Japan 169-0051




ATTACHMENT: http://www.nishoren.org/en/?p=2041

http://www.nishoren.org/en/
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?p=2041
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?cat=14
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?cat=11
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?cat=20
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?tag=biotechnology
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?tag=food
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?tag=topnews
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?tag=wto
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?author=6
http://www.nishoren.org/en/?p=2041

	Parnell_GM Moratorium Report Consultation submission_6Mar2019
	Open Letter to Australia_ Please Regulate New GM Technologies Strictly _ Consumers Union of Japan



