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How does the weather drive snail 
populations?
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Why high snail numbers in 2022/23?
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Autumn 2023
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Autumn 2025



OFFICIAL

What does this mean for snail control 
– can I take it easy?
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#1: More than meets the eye

Small pointed snails at the base of Brassica stalks, Feb 2025
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#2: Snails can bounce back

Egg production per adult breeding pair

Italian snail Vineyard snail Conical snail Small pointed snail

≈ 350≈ 3000≈ 3000 ≈ hundreds
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Integrated snail management
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Getting ahead in summer, autumn
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... result -> more effective baiting
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Integrated snail management

https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2023/nail-the-snails 

https://grdc.com.au/resources-and-publications/all-publications/publications/2023/nail-the-snails
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Baiting tips for 2025

-> Bait all infested areas

-> Don’t skimp on rates
     Aim for 30+ pellets per m2

-> Spread pellets evenly 

-> Get the timing right
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BAITING

Nail the snails: Section 4, page 26
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Control millipedes before baiting snails
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Control millipedes before baiting snails

3 Apr 2025,
Warooka SA
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Getting the timing right

Part of GRDC investment
More effective control of pest snails in Australian grain crops
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RH ≈ 90-95%

3 April 2025 6 April 2025

RH ≈ 97+%
Round + conicalRound snails

Coulta, SA
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Snail research

More effective control of 
pest snails in Australian grain 

crops 
GRDC, 2022-2026

Revegetation for enhanced 
biocontrol of pest conical 

snails
SAGIT, GRDC, 2022-2028*

Calcium requirements of 
Australian pest snails and the 

impact of liming
GRDC, 2024-2028
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• Take advantage of the dry 
weather to keep snails down

• Monitor and bait snails now, 
when relative humidity >90%

• Follow me on socials to keep 
updated on snail activity

Key points
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Dr Kym Perry

+61 421 788 357

kym.perry@adelaide.edu.au 

https://researchers.adelaide.edu.au/profile/kym.perry
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