DECLARED PLANT
Berry heath

Erica baccans
January 2015

Berry heath is a small shrub with
dense clusters of magenta
flowers
which
have
a
characteristic rattle if the branch
is shaken. It has been a popular
garden plant, and is still available
commercially.
It is now declared under the
Natural Resources Management
Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
and movement throughout South
Australia and enforced control in
the Adelaide and Mount Lofty
Ranges, and South East NRM
regions.






Other common names:
berry flower, berryflower
heath.
Family: Ericaceae
Synonyms:
Erica bacciformis, Erica
moniliformis,
Ericoides
baccans.
Origin: Cape Peninsula of
South Africa

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Berry heath is invasive in native
heathland,
woodland
and
grassland areas.
 competes with native plants
 can invade dense vegetation
Peter Swart, http://www.plantweb.co.za/

DESCRIPTION
Habit: a woody, erect densely branched shrub up to 3
m high with glabrous stems. Leaves: linear, upward
pointing and in whorls of 4, and closely overlapping on
younger growth to 5-8 mm long x 7 mm wide. Flowers:
small, urn-shaped, solitary flowers in clusters of 2-4,
magenta/pink colour, in axils of upper leaves.
Flowering Time: Aug. – Nov. Seeds: small, about 4
mm in diameter contained within a dry, globose shaped
capsule, which splits open when releasing the seeds.
HOW IT SPREADS
Berry heath reproduces by seed, which is dispersed by
wind, water, and sometimes ants. Dumping of garden
waste contributes to its spread into bush.
The flowers are believed to depend on insects for
pollination.
Berry heath recruits from long term persistent seed
banks in the soil. Vegetatively, berry heath plants
resprout from the base if damaged, such as after fire.
HABITAT
Berry heath is seen on road reserves, hill slopes and
ridges in the Mount Lofty Ranges, particularly high
winter rainfall zones.
DISTRIBUTION
Berry heath is found in the Southern Mount Lofty
Ranges and South East regions. It is also naturalised
in Western Australia, Victoria and Tasmania.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre
for information on controlling declared weeds:

Seek control advice if you have this weed. Select
alternatives to replace invasive garden plants. Read
‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions.

Images on this page – berry heath flower & foliage, magnified
flower, Peter Swart, www.plantweb.co.za/Plant_Pictures/

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also
available at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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