DECLARED PLANT
Fountain grass

Cenchrus setaceus
January 2015

Fountain grass is a densely tufted long-lived
perennial grass to 1.5 m high, with attractive
pink-purple seed heads. It has been widely
planted as an ornamental grass.
Fountain grass is now declared under the
Natural Resources Management Act 2004, with
prohibition on its sale and movement, and
enforced control in the Alinytjara Wilurara, Eyre
Peninsula, SA Murray Darling Basin, Adelaide
and Mount Lofty Ranges and South East NRM
regions.





Other common names: tender fountain
grass, plume grass, purple fountain grass,
perennial foxtail
Family: Poaceae
Synonyms:
Pennisetum
setaceum,
Phalaris setacea.
Origin: Northern and eastern Africa,
southwestern Asia and Saudi Arabia.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Fountain grass is invasive in native vegetation
and farmland.





outcompetes native plants in drier habitats
including coastal dunes and mallee
can increase fuel loads to affect intensity
and spread of fires
high seed production and long-lived seeds
makes it difficult to control.
unpalatable to livestock

DESCRIPTION
Habit: upright tufted grass to 1 m high. Leaves:
narrow and linear in shape to 40 cm long. Where
the leaf blade joins the sheath is a collar-like fringe
of stiff hairs. Roots: fibrous creeping underground
roots to 30 cm deep or more. Inflorescence:
pink-purple, dense spikes 8-30 cm in length with
long feathery bristles. Flowering time: late spring
to mid winter. Mature seed heads fade to strawcoloured when ripe. Seed: with barbed bristles.
HOW IT SPREADS
Fountain grass reproduces by seed, which can
remain viable in the soil for 6 years or more. The
light, feathery seeds are primarily dispersed by
wind, but can be spread even greater distances by
water, vehicles, livestock and human activities,
including dumping of garden waste.
HABITAT
Fountain grass prefers warm, dry habitats, and
invades roadsides, railway corridors, disturbed
sites, open woodlands, grasslands, waterways,
pasture and rocky habitats.
DISTRIBUTION
Fountain grass is recorded in the GairdnerTorrens, Flinders Ranges, Eyre Peninsula,
Northern Lofty, Murray, Yorke Peninsula, Southern
Lofty and South East regions. It is also naturalised
in Western Australia, Northern Territory,
Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria.

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Seek control advice if you have this weed. Select
alternatives to replace invasive garden plants.
Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions. The nonseeding hybrid fountain grass Cenchrus advena is
not declared.

Further weed control information is also
available at:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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