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E-mail:  Minister.Whetstone@sa.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Minister Whetstone 
 
Adelaide Hills Council’s Submission on the Independent Review of the State’s GM Food Crop 
Moratorium 
 
Council appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Independent Review of the South Australian 
GM Food Crop Moratorium prepared by Kym Anderson. However, we understand that neither the Local 
Government Association of South Australia nor councils were directly notified of the release of this 
report and consider that two weeks is insufficient time to review the report on such an important issue. 
That said our Council provides the following comments in this regard.   
 
As a significant primary production area in the State, specifically for horticulture and viticulture, our 
Council prepared a Genetically Modified Crops Policy in 2012, which was readopted at its meeting of 18 
December 2018.  In essence, the policy states that “Council does not support the growing of genetically 
modified crops within its District”.  This policy was adopted after a public consultation process during 
which supporting and opposing submissions in regard to this policy position were received.  However, in 
consideration of all the submissions received, our Council determined that as there is still an absence of 
credible and independent scientific evidence that genetically modified crops, either generally or 
specifically, are safe for people or the environment, the growing of such crops is discouraged in our 
Council area.  Until such evidence can be presented, this Policy may remain in effect. 
 
It is noted that the report prepared by Kym Anderson focuses solely on the economic benefits of lifting 
the GM Crop Moratorium.  However, it fails to review or provide any information on the potential social 
and environmental impacts that lifting the moratorium may have.  As such, it is considered that the 
report is flawed in that the social and environmental costs which have not been factored in and could be 
significant if the moratorium were lifted.  The State’s economic influence has focused in the past on 
South Australia’s clean and green environment.  However, it is considered that by lifting the 
moratorium, for whatever reason, without having the credible scientific evidence to address the social 
and environmental issues, the unintentional collateral damage could be that the State would no longer 
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have such credentials for food production.  It is therefore considered that additional research needs to 
be undertaken by the Government into the potential social and environmental impacts that lifting the 
moratorium would have on the State and its primary producers. However, should the Government 
decide to lift the moratorium in this instance, then our Council requests that your Department 
undertake consultation with primary producers in order to determine whether or not to declare the 
Adelaide Hills district as an area within which genetically modified food crops of a specified class are not 
permitted to be cultivated. It is noted that Section 5 of the Genetically Modified Crops Management Act, 
2004, enables this to be done via regulation.  
 
We look forward to receiving your advice that the comments we have raised will be considered as part 
of your review process. Further, we look forward to seeing the additional research being undertaken 
into the social and environmental impacts before the Government considers lifting the moratorium on 
the growing of GM Food Crops in the State. 
 
Should you have any further queries in this regard, please do not hesitate to contact Marc Salver, 
Director Development & Regulatory Services, on 8408 0522. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Aitken 
Chief Executive Officer 


