DECLARED PLANT
Orange hawkweed

Hieracium aurantiacum
January 2015

Orange hawkweed is a hairy, perennial
herb to 15 cm tall, with striking orangered daisy flower heads. Introduced as a
garden plant, it threatens alpine
vegetation.
Orange hawkweed is declared under
the Natural Resources Management
Act 2004 with prohibition on its sale
throughout South Australia.





Other common names: devil’s
paintbrush, red devil and grim-thecollier.
Family: Asteraceae
Synonyms: Pilosella aurantiaca
Origin: North and central Europe

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Orange hawkweed is under eradication
programs in eastern Australia where it
threatens
to
degrade
alpine
ecosystems. South Australia has
declared orange hawkweed to limit
future risks of national spread.
 spreads rapidly in cool-temperate,
high altitude areas
 spreads vegetatively enabling it to
readily invade intact vegetation
 reduces forage value of alpine
pastures

Peter Swart, http://www.plantweb.co.za/

DESCRIPTION
Habit: hairy, spreading, perennial herb with a basal
rosette of leaves, and a single, erect stem 15-40 cm
tall. Leaves: rosette leaves reach up to 15 cm long x
2.5 cm wide, with entire or slightly-toothed margins
and hairs on the upper and lower surfaces. Flowers:
orange-red, composite heads, 15 mm in diameter in
clusters of 5-15 heads at the top of the stem.
Flowering time: January-March. Seeds: purplish-black
achenes with pappus hairs up to 6 mm long.
HOW IT SPREADS
Orange hawkweed is stoloniferous and spreads by
runners over short distances, which form new rosettes.
It also spreads by seeds that have tiny barbs along the
ribs and attach to fur, feathers, clothing, and vehicles.
A one square metre mat can produce up to 40,000
seeds per year.
HABITAT
Orange hawkweed is found in grassland, open
woodland and pastures in temperate alpine areas.
DISTRIBUTION
Orange hawkweed is not naturalised in South
Australia. It occurs in the Central Highlands in
Tasmania, around Falls Creek, Mt Hotham and Mt
Buller in Victoria, and the Toolong Range and
Kosciusko National Park in New South Wales.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au

Select alternatives to replace invasive garden plants.
Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions.
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Further weed control information is also available
at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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