Loxton Research Centre
Redevelopment
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The $7.5 million Loxton Research Centre redevelopment is funded as part
of the $265 million Australian Government-funded South Australian River
Murray Sustainability (SARMS) Program. The new centre will officially open
in early 2017.

INNOVATION – COLLABORATION – EXCELLENCE
The new Loxton Research Centre is set to become
a showcase for South Australia’s extraordinary River
Murray region, supporting and promoting our worldclass reputation as a leader in agriculture
and producer of premium food and wine from our
clean environment.
The vision for the new-look centre is to form a
collaborative hub, bringing together industry, research,
education and government to drive agriculture and
business innovation for regional, state, national and
international benefit.
The 33 hectare site will continue to build on a proud
50-year legacy of groundbreaking irrigation and
horticulture research and extension – with a renewed
focus on driving innovation through collaboration
and partnerships.
As part of its mission it will play a pivotal role in
expanding regional economic development by
attracting investment, improving productivity and
enhancing the economy across this important region
and the entire state.
The Loxton Research Centre will become a key regional
location for national and international research and
events, attracting delegations, businesses and their
investment to the region.

Loxton Research Centre Redevelopment

A number of potential new crops have
been introduced and trialled for suitability
to the region at the Loxton Research Centre
over the past 50 years.
Trial crops have included:
• pistachio nuts
• kiwi fruit
• pecan nuts
• persimmons
• walnuts
• nashi fruit
• avocado
• feijoas
Several of these including avocado and
pistachio nut have become major crops for
the region.

Loxton Research Centre staff have led or
supported many agriculture, horticulture
and irrigation research breakthroughs in
the past 50-plus years, including in the
fields of:
• crop rotation management
• irrigation innovation
• cereal farming techniques
• alternative grape varieties
• drought and salinity tolerant
rootstocks
• pest and disease management
And so much more...

BUILD – FUNCTION – FUTURE
As part of the Loxton Research Centre redevelopment,
existing facilities are being refurbished, including reception,
offices, kitchen, meeting rooms and laboratories.
The existing modernised centre will sit beautifully beside
a newly constructed building, home to conference facilities,
meeting areas, demonstration kitchen and flexible
working spaces.
Riverland company Michael Kregar Building Pty Ltd, with
the support of local sub-contractors, is overseeing the
construction of the new building.
The new building will include a state-of-the-art conference
centre, seating up to 200 people.
The multi-function conference room will include high-speed
internet and wi-fi, and can convert into two boardroom-

sized business function rooms that open onto a deck,
overlooking an established walnut orchard.
At the heart of the new building design is the
demonstration kitchen (pictured below). The specially
designed kitchen will be available for celebrity chefs and
the region’s premium food and wine producers to promote
their produce and host special tastings, as well as support
catering for conferences and business meetings.
Flexible working spaces will provide a contemporary,
relaxed working environment designed to support
collaboration between tenants, as well as for visiting
businesses and delegations.
These spaces can also be quickly transformed into formal
work stations, when required.
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JOIN US
Regional communities, such as those in the River Murray region,
contribute to the economic strength and social fabric of South
Australia, and are an integral part of the state’s identity.
The State Government is committed to supporting regions to
develop their own visions and lead their own futures.
The Loxton Research Centre, its tenants, and the innovative
research and business opportunities it fosters will play a pivotal
role in plotting the future direction for the River Murray region –
and you could come join us.
The Loxton Research Centre is already home to a number of
private and government tenants, including:
•  Primary Industries and Regions SA
• The Almond Board of Australia
• Biological Services
•  Riverland Wine
• Growsmart Training
•  Wisdom Data and Mapping
•  Rural Directions.
The centre is also the new home for the Centre of Excellence
for the Australian Almond Industry, which is
championing exciting new research for Australia’s
fast growing almond industry.
Industry sectors that may be interested in using our
facilities or even moving in as a tenant include:
• education
• agribusiness
• government
• industry organisations or associations
• technology companies or research institutions.
Commercial interest for use of the new facilities
has been strong and the centre is currently at
near capacity.
If you are interested in relocating your business or
organisation or using the Loxton Research Centre,
contact Rachael Kelly, Loxton Research Centre
Redevelopment Project Manager, on 0427 974 886.

The Murray and Mallee’s gross regional
product is worth $3.23 billion to South
Australia. In 2014-15, it grew almost 50% of
the state’s vegetable crop, 56% of our annual
grape harvest and more than 80% of our most
valuable horticulture export
– almonds.

The newly refurbished reception at Loxton Research Centre.

www.pir.sa.gov.au/sarms-loxtonresearchcentre

1300 364 322

This program is funded by the Australian Government and delivered by the Government of South Australia

