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Gamba grass is a very tall, perennial tropical
grass. It has been cultivated in northern
Australia as a pasture grass but has become
invasive.
As a Weed of National Significance (WoNS) it
is now declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
and movement throughout South Australia.





Other common names:
Rhodesian
andropogon,
Rhodesian
bluegrass,
bluestem, tambuki grass,
Family: Poaceae
Synonyms: Cymbachne guineensis,
Andropogon infrasulcatus, A. guineensis,
A. reconditus, Sorghum gayanum.
Origin: Native to most of sub-Saharan
Africa and parts of South Africa.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Gamba grass is highly invasive and its bulk
promotes severe fires.
 changes fire regimes to hotter, taller fires
 alters tropical grassland flora and fauna
communities
 uses more water for longer periods than
native grasses, changing catchment
hydrology and wetland ecosystems.
 threatens human life and property with
higher fire intensities.

DESCRIPTION
Habit: upright tufted grass which can grow to 4m
high by 70 cm in diameter. Stems: covered in soft
hair. Leaves: also covered in soft hair, up to 60 cm
long and have a distinctive white midrib.
Inflorescence: spikes are produced on tall stems
above the leaves Seed: fluffy seeds in a V-shaped
seed head.
HOW IT SPREADS
Gamba grass reproduces by seed. Deliberately
sown as a commercial pasture grass, and
transported as fodder.
Roadside slashing,
vehicles, farm machinery and animals also
contribute to the spread. The light fluffy seeds can
be dispersed by wind and water for short distances.
HABITAT
Gamba grass grows in lowland areas in tropical
grassland and woodland regions, forming dense
stands in pastures, conservation areas and
disturbed sites. It is particularly abundant along
roadsides and watercourses.
DISTRIBUTION
Gamba grass is not present in South Australia. It is
naturalised in Western Australia, Queensland and
the Northern Territory.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information

Select alternatives to replace invasive forage
grasses. Seek control advice if you have this weed.
Further information is at www.weeds.org.au/WoNS.

Contact your local Natural Resources
Centre for information on controlling
declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also
available at:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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