DECLARED PLANT
Cats claw creeper

Dolichandra unguis-cati
January 2015

Cats claw creeper is a vigorous climber with
wiry stems and a showy display of bright
yellow flowers. It was introduced as a garden
ornamental to cover fences and pergolas.
As a Weed of National Significance, cats
claw creeper is now declared under the
Natural Resources Management Act 2004,
with prohibition of its sale.





Other common names: cats claw
climber, yellow trumpet vine, funnel
creeper, cats claw, cats claw vine.
Family: Bignoniaceae
Synonyms: Macfadyena unguis-cati,
Bignonia tweediana, Bignonia unguiscati, Doxantha unguis-cati
Origin: South America

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Cats claw creeper has naturalised in eastern
Queensland and north-eastern New South
Wales. It is a Weed of National Significance
because of its invasiveness and
environmental impacts, especially in
rainforest and riparian environments.
 seriously threatens native vegetation by
smothering with a dense mass of foliage
 grows to 30 m high creating a heavy
blanket of shade over trees, causing
mechanical damage and eventual death.
 difficult to control due to regrowth from
persistent, underground tubers
Peter Swart, http://www.plantweb.co.za/

DESCRIPTION
Habit: a long-lived, wiry stemmed liana reaching up to
30 m high, growing from swollen underground tubers.
Leaves: opposite, bifoliate leaves with a third leaflet
reduced to a small 3-clawed tendril. Flowers: trumpetshaped and bright yellow about 5-8 cm long, growing
from the leaf axils. Flowering Time: August to December.
Fruit: long, flattened pods 30-60 cm long Seeds: oblong
and very light and papery with two, see-through wings.
A less common form is covered in fine hairs on stems
and leaf undersides, has pale orange-yellow flowers and
longer pods to 100cm.
HOW IT SPREADS
Cats claw creeper reproduces by seed which is
commonly dispersed by wind and water. It also
reproduces vegetatively from its network of underground
tubers, which are difficult to eradicate.
HABITAT
Cats claw creeper is suited to tropical, subtropical and
warm temperate areas with high rainfall. It commonly
grows in disturbed sites including rainforests, open
woodlands, roadsides, over unoccupied buildings and
along fences. In Adelaide it has been used as an
ornamental climber.
DISTRIBUTION
Cats claw creeper is not naturalised in South Australia,
and is unlikely to grow outside of cultivation here. It is
weedy in Queensland and New South Wales, and a
garden escape in Victoria.

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Select alternatives to replace invasive garden plants.
Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions. Further
information is at www.weeds.org.au/WoNS.

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also available
at:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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