DECLARED PLANT
Tree heath

Erica arborea
January 2015

Tree heath is a large shrub or small tree
with masses of tiny white flowers on
erect branches.
It is now declared under the Natural
Resources Management Act 2004, with
prohibition on sale and movement
throughout South Australia and enforced
control in the Adelaide and Mount Lofty
Ranges NRM region.






Other common names: Briar root,
treeheath, root heather
Family: Ericaceae
Synonyms: Erica scoparia
Similar species: Can be confused
with the native Calytrix tetragona.
Origin: Southern Europe, northern
Africa and western Asia.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Tree heath is invasive in high rainfall
areas with acidic soils.
 forms
dense
stands
which
outcompete
native
vegetation,
altering composition and diversity of
plant communities
 thicket forming on roadsides and in
ripariana areas
 forms a large lignotuber enabling the
plants to resprout vigorously
immediately after disturbance, such
as fire, and fill spaces quickly.

DESCRIPTION
Habit: erect, large shrub or small tree growing
2-5 m high. Stem: masses of erect stems with
branched, 1 mm hairs on juvenile stems.
Lignotuber is well developed. Roots: a deep
penetrating root system enables it to survive hot
dry summers. Leaves: long, narrow, hard
foliage, crowded on the stem, occurring in
whorls of 4. Flowers: racemes of many white,
bell-shaped flowers 2-3 mm long. Flowering
time: spring. Fruit: capsules containing tiny
seeds.
HOW IT SPREADS
Tree heath reproduces from seeds which are
dispersed by wind, water, machinery (including
roadside slashing) and soil movement. One
large bush may produce millions of seed
annually.
HABITAT
Tree heath is found in disturbed areas such as
roadsides, drainage lines, clearings, and on the
periphery of bushland sites where they establish
before spreading into bushland. It prefers a
rainfall over 500 mm and will grow beneath
moderate tree cover.
DISTRIBUTION
Tree heath occurs in the Eyre Peninsula and
Southern Lofty regions. It is also naturalised in
Tasmania, New South Wales and Victoria.

For more information

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:

Seek control advice if you have this plant as a
weed. Select alternatives to replace invasive
garden plants. Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for
suggestions.

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also available at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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