DECLARED PLANT
Gazania

Gazania spp.
January 2015

Gazania is a perennial daisy which grows to
an average of 30 cm tall, forming clumps and
dense mats of vegetation. It has become an
environmental weed after being widely
planted for ornamental purposes.
It is now declared under the Natural
Resources Management Act 2004, with
prohibition on sale and movement
throughout South Australia and enforced
control in the Adelaide and Mount Lofty
Ranges, and South East NRM regions.






Other common names:
treasure
flower, coastal gazania and tufted
gazania.
Family: Asteraceae
Synonyms: Gazania linearis, Gazania
rigens.
Origin: Native to South Africa.
The garden gazanias do not form distinct
species in their native range, and have
been interbred to form many cultivars.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Gazania is a rapidly-spreading garden
escape that invades native vegetation and
some farming systems.
 impacts on native vegetation by
competing for moisture and nutrients
 impacts on primary industries including
vineyards, orchards and dryland farming
 spreads along road reserves, degrading
remnant native vegetation
 invades and degrades coastal dune
vegetation

DESCRIPTION
Habit: coastal forms of gazania have runners that enable the
plant to form dense mats, while inland forms spread from
short underground stems, forming long-lived tufts. Leaves:
lance-shaped or pinnately lobed, 4-10 cm long, green above
with a white, hairy surface underneath. Flowers: large daisytype flower heads surrounded by petal-like rays. Colours are
often bright yellow or orange, but also cream, pink, red or
maroon, and are darker at the base of the rays. Plants can
flower for most of the year. Fruits: are single-seeded and
hairy, small enough to be carried by wind.
HOW IT SPREADS
Gazania produces abundant seeds, 60 or more per flower
head, which are spread by wind. Gazania is also distributed
by deliberate plantings and reckless dumping of garden
waste, and accidentally on vehicles or in flood waters.
HABITAT
Gazania grows well on sandy soils and is commonly seen on
coastal sand dunes and roadsides in mallee regions. It readily
survives on the natural rainfall throughout the agricultural
zone of South Australia.
DISTRIBUTION
Found on Eyre Peninsula, Murray Mallee, Yorke Peninsula,
Southern Lofty, Flinders Ranges, and the South East. Also
naturalised in Victoria, New South Wales, Australian Capital
Territory, Queensland, Western Australia and Tasmania.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre
for information on controlling declared weeds:

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also
available at:

Seek control advice if you have this plant growing as a weed.
Select alternatives to replace invasive garden plants. Read
‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions.
Some Gazania cultivars have been proved to be sterile, and
their names are protected by Commonwealth Plant Breeders
Rights legislation. Only these named cultivars have been
excluded from the ban on sale.

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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