DECLARED PLANT
Climbing asparagus fern

Asparagus plumosus
January 2015

Asparagus fern is a perennial, twining climber
that has underground storage organs allowing it
to survive harsh conditions.
As a Weed of National Significance, it is now
declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
and movement throughout South Australia.
Other common names: ferny asparagus, lace
fern
 Family: Asparagaceae
 Synonyms: Protasparagus plumosus
 Origin: Southern and eastern Africa
 Look-alikes: The introduced Asparagus
setaceus and the native asparagus fern
Asparagus racemosus.
 Widely planted as a garden ornamental,
and used in floral arrangements.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Climbing asparagus fern is an occasional
nuisance weed in South Australia. It is a Weed
of National Significance as it is a serious
invader of rainforests and coastal vegetation in
eastern Australia.
 smothers and destroys the canopy layer,
consequently altering habitats
 regenerates rapidly from a rhizomatous root
system that forms dense mats several
metres wide
 excludes native plants

Peter Swart, http://www.plantweb.co.za/

DESCRIPTION
Habit: twining, climbing stems up to 5 m long. Stems
thin, wiry, green to reddish-brown stems with brown,
spine-like scales. Leaves: whorls of small, thin
rounded cladodes in clusters of 8-15 per whorl, so that
the plant has a feathery appearance arranged in a flat
plane. Roots: fibrous, fleshy roots sprout from a
rhizomatous crown, but do not form distinct tubers.
Flowers: occur singly or in pairs on the tops of
branchlets and are white to greenish white. Flowering
time: spring to early autumn. Fruits: fleshy berries are
initially green and mature to black.
HOW IT SPREADS
Climbing asparagus fern is primarily dispersed by
seed, which can be transported by birds and water. It
also spreads vegetatively from the short rhizomes that
comprise the central crown. Dumping of the rhizomes
or fruits in garden waste also aids dispersal.
HABITAT
Climbing asparagus fern is found along roadsides,
gardens, parks, and disturbed sites in tropical,
subtropical, warm temperate areas. It can tolerate
saline environments. Occurs in littoral and dry
rainforests, gullies and rainforest margins.
DISTRIBUTION
Climbing asparagus fern has been recorded in the
Murray, Yorke Peninsula, and Southern Lofty regions.
It is also naturalised in Western Australia, Queensland,
New South Wales and Victoria.

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Select alternatives to replace invasive garden plants.
Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions.
For further information, see the Weeds of National
Significance website WoNS asparagus weeds

Further weed control information is also available
at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa

Previous page: Infestation courtesy of "Forest & Kim Starr"
This page: Inset, spines and brown scales courtesy of "Forest &
Kim Starr"

Disclaimer: This publication is provided for the purpose of disseminating information relating to scientific and technical matters. The Government of South Australia
does not accept liability for any loss and/or damage, including financial loss, resulting from the reliance upon any information, advice or recommendations contained in
the publication. The contents of this publication should not necessarily be taken to represent the views of the participating organizations.

