DECLARED PLANT
White weeping brooms
Retama monosperma , Retama raetam
January 2015

White weeping brooms are introduced
ornamental shrubs growing to 4 m high, with
leafless weeping branches and small white
flowers.
They are declared under the Natural
Resources Management Act 2004; sale is
prohibited and land owners may be required to
control infestations in the Alinytjara Wilurara,
Eyre Peninsula, SA Murray Darling Basin and
South East NRM regions.





Family: Fabaceae
Synonyms: Genista raetam, Lygos
raetam, Spartium monospermum, Genista
monosperma, Lygos monosperma.
Origin:
Northern Africa and western
Sahara, Sicily and the Middle East.
The most drought-tolerant of the exotic
brooms in Australia.

WHY ARE THEY A PROBLEM?
After being widely planted for ornament, white
weeping brooms have escaped to become
woody weeds of native vegetation and
unimproved pasture.
 invade heath, scrub and woodland in
coastal sandy habitats.
 form a shrub layer that outcompetes and
shades out indigenous species.
 may infest grazing land, decreasing
carrying capacity and land value.
 are unpalatable (bitter tasting) so animals
avoid grazing on them, leaving them free to
spread.

DESCRIPTION
Habit: shrub 2 to 4 m high and up to 6 m wide,
with leafless, weeping branches. Leaves: very
small leaves (approx.. 5 mm x 1mm) which
drop, leaving blue-green, leafless stems for
most of the year. Stems: short trunk branching
from base, with weeping branches. Roots:
shallow roots and very strong, deep tap root.
Flowers: small, white, pea flowers, 8-10 mm
on racemes of 3-15 flowers. Flowering time:
July-October. Seed: 1-2 kidney-shaped seeds
are contained in small pods.
HOW THEY SPREAD
Spreads by seeds, which remain viable in the
soil for many years, and germinate after fire, or
when hard coat wears away. Each plant
produces large numbers of seeds, which are
spread by animals and locally by water.
HABITAT
Invades roadside verges, grasslands,
scrubland and woodland in coastal and inland
regions. Grows well calcareous, sandy soils.
DISTRIBUTION
White weeping broom occurs in the Southern
and Northern Lofty, Yorke Peninsula, South
East, Murray Mallee and Eyre Peninsula
regions. They are also naturalised in Western
Australia.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:

Seek control advice if you have this plant as a
weed. Select alternatives to replace invasive
garden plants. Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for
suggestions.

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also available
at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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