Government of South Australia

Department of Primary Industries
and Regions

Our ref: CORP F2022/000321 CORPORATE SERVICES
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Adelaide SA 5000
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Adelaide SA 5001
01 November 2022 DX 667
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www.pir.sa.gov.au

The Hon Nicola Centofanti MLC
Member of the Legislative Council

Parliament House
ADELAIDE SA 5000

Dear Ms Centofanti
Determination under the Freedom of Information Act 1991

| refer to your application made under the Freedom of Information Act 1991 which was
received by the Department of Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) on
1 September 2022, seeking access to the following:

“A copy of all documents (including but not limited to hard copy or electronic
briefings, minutes, reports, emails, letters, meeting agendas, diary entries,
placemats, event attendance records and any other correspondence) between
Department of Primary Industries and Regions South Australia and the Minister
for Primary Industries and Regional Development (including directly with staff
within the office of the Minister for Primary Industries), regarding biosecurity
measures in response to the threat of foot and mouth disease.”

Timeframe: 21/03/2022 to 31/08/2022

To include “all documents” would potentially reveal a large volume of documents and
result in a substantial and unreasonable diversion of agency resources, pursuant to
Section 18 of the Freedom of Information Act. Accordingly, on 12 September 2022,
PIRSA'’s Senior Freedom of Information Advisor contacted your office seeking to refine
the scope of your application.

Following negotiations with your office, on 19 September 2022, it was confirmed that
your application is refined to “briefings, letters and emails” and the timeframe was
revised to: 1/06/2022 to 31/08/2022.

Your application was placed on hold for a period of seven days while negotiations on
revising the scope were being undertaken. Accordingly, the determination due date
was extended to 11 October 2022.

On 4 October 2022, further clarification was sought from your office with respect to
whether attachments to emails consisting of Commonwealth Government
communications were included in scope. On 6 October 2022, it was confirmed that
such documents are included. Accordingly, the determination due date was further
extended to 13 October 2022.
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To allow time for consultation to be undertaken pursuant to Section 25 of the Freedom
of Information Act given an extension under Section 14A was no longer an option, an
email was forwarded to your office on 7 October 2022 asking if you would accept an
extended due date of 3 November 2022.

The following determination has been finalised.

| have located thirty-eight documents that are captured within the scope of your
request.

Determination 1

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in full:

Minute from Chiefl Executive, PrerSA'to Minister for Primary
Industries and Regional Development dated 4/8/2022 re Foot
and Mouth Disease public concerns

2 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to L Jones (Office of the Minister i
for Primary Industries and Regional Development) dated
71712022 re Briefing request concerning Foot and Mouth
Disease

3 Email from M Doroudi (PIRSA) to Minister for Primary Industries 1
and Regional Development and staff dated 28/7/2022 re FMD

virus

3a Attachment to Document 3 — Disinfectants appropriate for 1
inactivation of FMD virus on footwear

5 Minute from Chief Executive, PIRSA to Minister for Primary 4

Industries and Regional Development dated 3/8/2022 re
support for community-led Foot and Mouth Disease forums

6 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to L Jones (Office of the Minister 1
for Primary Industries and Regional Development) dated
25/7/2022 re FMD Countries

6a Attachment to Document 6 — FMD-Free Country List 1

10a Attachment to Document 10 — Agriculture Senior Officials’ 3
Committee Out-of-Session Agenda Paper re National
Biosecurity Strategy

10b Attachment to Document 10 — Draft National Biosecurity 21
Strategy

10c Attachment to Document 10 — National Biosecurity Strategy 1
Reference Group

10d Attachment to Document 10 — National Biosecurity Strategy 13
consultation draft — Consultation Summary dated May 2022

10e Attachment to Document 10 - Agriculture Senior Officials’ 1

Committee Response to Out-of-Session Agenda Paper re
National Biosecurity Strategy

12a Attachment to Document 12 — Presentation titled “Australia’s 16
biosecurity threats” dated 20/7/2022

Page 2 of 8



13a Attachment to Document 13 — National Talking Points - Foot- 8
and-mouth disease in Indonesia dated 21/7/2022

15 Email from L Jones (Office of the Minister for Primary Industries 1
and Regional Development) to N Rhodes (PIRSA) dated
15/6/2022 re Hansard - FMD

15a Attachment to Document 15 — Hansard proof — Legislative 3
Council dated 14/6/2022 (Cover page and page numbers 464
and 465 re Foot and Mouth Disease)

16 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to L Jones (Office of the Minister 1
for Primary Industries and Regional Development) dated
2/8/2022 re Minister’'s speaking points — LSA webinar

16a Attachment to Document 16 — Livestock SA Emergency 2
Management Animal Disease Industry Forum — Speaking
Points

17 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to M Spencer (Office of the 1

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development)
dated 27/7/2022 re National Biosecurity Strategy

17a Attachment to Document 17 — Draft National Biosecurity 21
Strategy 2022-2032
18 Email thread between L Jones (Office of the Minister for 2

Primary Industries and Regional Development) and N Rhodes
(PIRSA) dated 4/8/2022 re FMD standard response

21 Email from M Doroudi (PIRSA) to Minister for Primary Industries 1
and Regional Development dated 15/8/2022 forwarding email
from Department of Home Affairs re Southern Australia Exotic
Animal Disease Scenario

21b Attachment to Document 21 — Southern Australia Exotic Animal B
Disease Participant Guide
22 Email from L Jones (Office of the Minister for Primary Industries 1

and Regional Development) to N Rhodes (PIRSA) dated
26/7/2022 re FMD interview

23 Email from A Barclay (PIRSA) to M Spencer, L Jones (Office of 1
the Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development)
dated 26/8/2022 re FMD weekly update

With regard to Document 15a, only page numbers 464 and 465 (and the cover page)
are in scope of your application. The remaining forty-seven pages are out of scope
and are not attached.

The information removed from Documents 22 and 23 is outside of the scope of your
request.
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Determination 2

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

DocNo.| @ Description of document » - No. of
R T _ | Pages
11 Email from M Doroudi (PIRSA) to Minister for Primary Industries 4

and Regional Development dated 19/7/2022 forwarding email
sent to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet re FMD
preparedness activities

19 Emails between L Jones (Office of the Minister for Primary 2
Industries and Regional Development) and N Rhodes (PIRSA)
dated 11/7/2022 re FMD treatment at Adelaide Airport

20 Email thread between M Spencer, L Jones (Office of the 3

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development), N
Rhodes (PIRSA) dated 4/8/2022 and 5/8/2022 re FMD notes

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 5(1)(a)(i) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

“5 - Documents affecting inter-governmental or local government
relations
(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter -

(a) the disclosure of which -

(i) could reasonably be expected fto cause damage to
intergovernmental relations; and

(b) the disclosure of which would, on balance, be contrary to the public

interest.”

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 5 exemption, | have
balanced the following factors:

In favour of the public interest:

Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.

Ensuring optimal use of public resources.

High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.

The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public
has in the decision-making processes of Government.

High level of community and media interest in biosecurity risks to Australia.

Contrary to the public interest:

The recent age of the information and the ongoing relevance of the matters was
considered.

Protecting the interests of the livestock industry, animal health and the
community in keeping Australia FMD-free.

The release of this information would undermine the government’s efforts in
addressing the biosecurity risk.
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e Disclosure of this information would reveal the Commonwealth Government’s
procedures in dealing with airport arrivals. Knowledge of these details would
prejudice the screening and detection measures in place, compromising
Australia’s response to the biosecurity threat.

e |t is expected that disclosure would harm inter-governmental relationships with
the Commonwealth Government resulting in agencies reconsidering their
position regarding their future interactions with the South Australian
Government.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, | have

determined that disclosure of this information would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.

Determination 3

| have determined that access to the following documents is granted in part:

and Regional Development dated 4/8/2022 forwarding email
from Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry re
announcement of DAFF/EMA Joint Exotic Animal Disease
Preparedness Taskforce

7a Attachment to Document 7 — Media Release from Minister for 2
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry titled “New Taskforce to
enhance Australia’s Biosecurity Preparedness”

8 Email from L Jones (Office of the Minister for Primary Industries .
and Regional Development) to N Rhodes (PIRSA) dated
9/8/2022 forwarding media release from Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry titled “Inaugural National Biosecurity
Strategy released”

g Email from L Jones (Office of the Minister for Primary Industries 6
and Regional Development) to N Rhodes (PIRSA) dated
25/8/2022 forwarding media release titled “Xtra strong
biosecurity defences at Adelaide airport”

10 Email from M Doroudi (PIRSA) to Minister for Primary Industries 3
and Regional Development dated 13/7/2022 forwarding email
from Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry re
National Biosecurity Strategy

12 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to L Jones (Office of the Minister 3
for Primary Industries and Regional Development) dated
24/7/2022 forwarding email from Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry re AGMIN presentation

13 Email from M Doroudi (PIRSA) to M Spencer (Office of the 2
Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development) and
Minister Scriven dated 22/7/2022 forwarding email from
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry re FMD
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14 Email from N Rhodes (PIRSA) to M Spencer (Office of the Z
Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development)
dated 24/8/2022 forwarding email from Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry re Detector Dogs at
Adelaide International

21a Attachment to Document 21 — Southern Australia Exotic Animal g
Disease: Scenario based discussion - Agenda

The information removed from the above documents is pursuant to Clause 6(1) of
Schedule 1 of the Freedom of Information Act which states:

“6 - Documents affecting personal affairs

(1) A document is an exempt document if it contains matter the disclosure of
which would involve the unreasonable disclosure of information concerning
the personal affairs of any person (living or dead).”

The information removed consists of the names of some staff and their contact details
of agencies of the Government of the Commonwealth. The password code has been
removed from Document 21a.

Pursuant to Section 25 of the Freedom of Information Act, consultation was undertaken
with the Australian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry and consent was
not provided to release the information removed as the staff members concerned would
not have an expectation that their personal information would be released in this way.

Email addresses of staff from other Australian jurisdictions have also been removed
from Documents 7, 10 and 13 given the same expectation.

Accordingly, it is considered that disclosure of this information would be an
unreasonable intrusion into the privacy rights of the individuals concerned.

The remaining information removed from Document 10 is outside of the scope of your
application.

Determination 4

| have determined that access to the following document is refused:

Description of t = FNo'of
G taE s | Pages
4 Minute from Chief Executive, PIRSA to Minister for Primary 5
Industries and Regional Development dated 12/7/2022

Access to the above document is refused pursuant to Clause 7(1)(c) of Schedule 1 of
the Freedom of Information Act which states:

“7 — Documents affecting business affairs
(1) A document is an exempt document —
(c) if it contains matter —

Page 6 of 8



(i)  consisting of information (other than trade secrets or
information referred to in paragraph (b)) concerning the
business, professional, commercial or financial affairs of any
agency or any other person; and

(i)  the disclosure of which —

(A) could reasonably be expected to have an adverse effect
on those affairs or to prejudice the future supply of such
information to the Government or to an agency; and

(B) would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest”

The document consists of a briefing minute to the Minister for Primary Industries and
Regional Development containing the business affairs of a third party in relation to a
biosecurity proposal.

In addressing the public interest test requirement for the Clause 7(1)(c) exemption, |
have balanced the following factors:
In favour of the public interest:

Meeting the objects of the Act favouring access to documents.

Ensuring optimal use of public resources.

High level of interest in the accountability of public office holders.

The importance of transparency and openness and the interest that the public
has in the decision-making processes of Government.

High level of community and media interest in biosecurity risks to Australia.

Contrary to the public interest:

Protecting the commercial and business interests of third parties.

The need to protect the disclosure of proposals submitted to the State
Government prior to full consideration.

The recent age of the document and the ongoing relevance of the matter was
considered.

The release of this information would discourage the organisation concerned
and other third parties from engaging with PIRSA to the detriment of the
betterment of South Australia.

Disclosure of this information would be expected to prejudice the future supply
of information to Government, as the level of trust in handling such information
would be substantially diminished.

Having considered the various factors weighing for and against disclosure, | have
determined that disclosure of this document would, on balance, be contrary to the
public interest.
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If you are dissatisfied with this determination, you are entitled to exercise your right of
review and appeal as outlined in the attached documentation
https://archives.sa.gov.au/finding-information/information-held-sa-
government/making-freedom-information-application#Review, by completing the “FOI
Application Form for Internal Review of a Determination” and returning the completed
form to:

Freedom of Information Principal Officer
Department of Primary Industries and Regions
GPO Box 1671

ADELAIDE SA 5001

or via email PIRSA.FOl@sa.gov.au

In accordance with the requirements of Premier and Cabinet Circular PC045, details
of your application, and the documents to which you are given access, will be published
in PIRSA’s disclosure log. A copy of PC045 can be found at
http://dpc.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0019/20818/PC045-Disclosure-Log-

Policy.pdf

If you disagree with publication, please advise the undersigned in writing within
fourteen calendar days from the date of this determination.

Should you require further information or clarification with respect to this matter, please
contact Ms Lisa Farley, Senior Freedom of Information Advisor on 8429 0422 or email
PIRSA.FOl@sa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely

il

Michelle Griffiths
Accredited Freedom of Information Officer
DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONS

Page 8 of 8



Doc 1

Minute to
Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development
Minister for Forest Industries

Ref: A5549026

For Signature

Critical Date Nil

Subject Foot and Mouth Disease public concerns
Synopsis

Due to the high level of enquiries and the need to direct resourcing towards preparedness
activities your agreement is sought to the use of standard replies for enquiries relating to
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD), without the need for a briefing unless a new topic or
concern was to arise. Generic standard responses have been drafted for consideration and
will be managed by the Minister of Primary Industries and Regional Development’s office.

Two draft generic letters have been drafted for consideration:

1. Generic Letters for Airport and Border Restrictions
2. Generic letter regarding SA preparedness advice

Recommendations
That you:

1. Endore the attached generic letters
ENDORSED / NOT ENDORSED

Hon Clare Scriven MLC

Minister for Primary Industries

for and Regional Development
CHIEF EXECUTIVE Minister for Forest Industries
Department of Primary Industries and Regions

[ 12022
4/8/2022

Ministerial Comments -



Document ID (9pt font):

. The Hon Clare Scriven MLC
Mr/ Mrs First name Surname

Position Title

Company

Address

SUBURB STATE POSTCODE

Email: XXXXXXXXX@XX.XXX.XX (remove hyperlink)

Dear

Thank you for your letter (or email) of (xx March 2022) regarding Foot and Mouth
Disease in Indonesia.

The South Australian Government is taking the threat of FMD very seriously. We
have a range of measures in place and the Department of Primary Industries and
Regions SA (PIRSA) is working closely with Commonwealth and interstate agencies
and national and state industry bodies to minimise the risk of incursion.

Staff resources are prioritising preparedness activities and increasing surveillance to
ensure an early detection, should an incursion occur. Early detection and rapid
response will reduce the spread and minimise the impacts to our rural communities.

| note your concerns regarding the international border and airport arrivals. The
Australian Government has strengthened measures and implemented new measures
to protect Australia. As border biosecurity activities are the responsibility of the
Australian Government you may wish to raise your concerns directly with them if you
have not already. For further information on national measures please visit:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/fmd

Once again, thank you for writing to me on this very important matter.

Yours sincerely

Hon Clare Scriven MLC
MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER FOR FOREST INDUSTRIES

/ /2022

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development
Minister for Forest Industries ’_l

GPO Box 1671 Adelaide SA 5001
Telephone 08 8226 2931 | Email minister.scriven@sa.gov.au SOUTH


https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/pests-diseases-weeds/animal/fmd

Document ID (9pt font):

. The Hon Clare Scriven MLC
Mr/ Mrs First name Surname

Position Title

Company

Address

SUBURB STATE POSTCODE

Email: XXXXXXXXX@XX.XXX.XX (remove hyperlink)

Dear

Thank you for your letter (or email) of (xx March 2022) regarding your concern about
Foot and Mouth Disease (FMD).

The South Australian Government is taking the threat of FMD very seriously. We
have a range of measures in place and the Department of Primary Industries and
Regions SA (PIRSA) is working closely with national organisations, interstate
counterparts and national and state industry to minimise the risk of an incursion.

Staff resources are prioritising preparedness activities and increasing surveillance to
ensure an early detection, should an incursion occur. An early detection and rapid
response will reduce the spread and minimise the impacts to our rural communities.

Further information regarding FMD can be found on the PIRSA website:
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/animal _health/cattle/foot_and _mouth_disease

Once again, thank you for taking the time to contact my office on this important issue.

Yours sincerely

Hon Clare Scriven MLC
MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
MINISTER FOR FOREST INDUSTRIES

/ /2022

Minister for Primary Industries and Regional Development
Minister for Forest Industries ’_l

GPO Box 1671 Adelaide SA 5001
Telephone 08 8226 2931 | Email minister.scriven@sa.gov.au SOUTH


https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecurity/animal_health/cattle/foot_and_mouth_disease
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Doc 3a

Attachment A: Disinfectants appropriate for inactivation of FMD virus on footwear

DISINFECTANT Usual Recommended | Recommended | Contact Applications Other Health aspects
form working working time for
supplied | strength (usual | strength final inactivation
dilution) concentration
Virkon powder 20g/L 2% (wiv) 10 minutes | Excellent Expensive for Reasonable care
disinfectant large necessary, not
active against decontamination | approved for use
all viruses and exercises, mildly | on skin.
bacteria corrosive for
many metals
Citric Acid powder 30g/L 3% 15 minutes | Especially Safe for clothes
for non- useful for and body
porous FMDV decontamination.
surfaces contamination.
3% Ayoid contact
with eyes and
Citric Acid powder | 30g/L Used skin, wear
extensively protective
during Victorian | eyewear while
30 minutes Al outbreak with | Preparing the
for porous no issues solution
surfaces
Sodium crystals 100g/L 10% (w/v) 20 minutes | Efficacy is Better Mildly caustic for
carbonate- enhanced by disinfectants are | eyes and skin.
washing soda addition of usually available | Not
detergent. for both viruses recommended
(Na2C03.10H20) Useful against | and bacteria.
FMDV Avoid use with
contamination aluminium and
like alloys.
Sodium powder 40g/L 4% (w/v) 20 minutes | Recommended | Avoid use on Caustic for eyes
carbonate for use in aluminium and and skin, wear
anhydrous presence of similar alloys protective
high eyewear
(Na2CO3) concentrations
of organic
matter.

Additional notes:

e Virkon is a modern disinfectant with outstanding virucidal and antibacterial properties. It is
reported to have low toxicity and to be effective against all viruses tested (including
members of all known viral families affecting animals), but it has not been approved for use
on skin. It is relatively safe to use and comes in a powdered form ideal for dilution at the site
of use. It is already available for use in airports.

e The advice in this table about concentrations and times is conservative and is intended to
cover as many different emergency situations as possible. Temperature, the presence of
organic materials, the nature of surfaces and other factors affect decontamination rates.

e Products effective for decontamination of viruses on the hands and the skin are limited.
Virkon is reported to have low toxicity and to be effective against members of all virus
families affecting animals, but it has not been approved for use on skin. Alternatively, citric
acid or sodium carbonate may be added to washing water to induce antiviral conditions by
lowering or raising the pH as appropriate for the agent to be inactivated.

o After adequate cleaning of the contaminated surface, the most critical factor is the time the
disinfectant is in contact with the surface. For most applications, disinfectant must flood the
surface and keep it thoroughly wet for at least 10 minutes.

e Foot baths are generally designed for enclosed footwear (boots, gumboots etc), so need
options for travellers wearing open shoes (thongs, sandals)- mats may not be sufficient for
this task as the preference would be to avoid skin contact.




Doc 5












Doc 6



i Australian Government

% Department of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment

FMD-Free Country List

This list is referenced in section 6 of the Biosecurity (Conditionally Non-prohibited Goods) Determination 2021.

Doc 6a

Effective as of: 11 May 2022

Country Country Country
Austria Australia Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina Canada Chile

Croatia Cyprus Czechia (Czech Republic)
Denmark Estonia Finland
Republic of North Macedonia France Germany
Greece Hungary Iceland

Ireland Italy Japan

Latvia Lithuania Luxembourg
Malta Mexico Montenegro
Netherlands New Caledonia New Zealand
Norway Poland Portugal
Romania Serbia Singapore
Slovakia Slovenia Spain

Sweden Switzerland United Kingdom
United States of America Vanuatu
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Doc 10a
OFFICIAL

AGRICULTURE SENIOR OFFICIALS’ COMMITTEE

OUT-OF-SESSION AGENDA PAPER—AGSOC 00S 07/2022

DUE BY MIDDAY FRIDAY, 15 JULY 2022

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY

RECOMMENDATIONS
That senior officials:

1. ENDORSE the draft national biosecurity strategy at Attachment A, noting that the
existing avian influenza case study is being replaced with a foot and mouth disease
case study that will be circulated as soon as possible.

2. NOTE, if the strategy is endorsed, proposed next steps for implementation.

3. ENDORSE the proposed arrangements for the strategy launch and broader
stakeholder endorsement.

4. AGREE to a paper progressing to ministers with the same recommendations and
content for endorsement at the Agriculture Ministers’ Meeting on 20 July 2022.

KEY ISSUES

1. The final draft of the national biosecurity strategy (Attachment A) is ready for
endorsement, following agreement to the draft by the National Biosecurity Committee
(NBC). Following your endorsement, this version with necessary adjustments to case
studies to ensure currency will be provided to agriculture ministers for their
consideration.

2. Agriculture ministers agreed to progress a national biosecurity strategy in June 2021.
The strategy has been developed by the NBC, with the assistance of
PricewaterhouseCoopers and input from a stakeholder reference group (membership at
Attachment B).

3. Australia’s first national biosecurity strategy sets out priorities and actions to drive
coordinated reform and investment, to ensure our biosecurity system is well-positioned
to meet growing risks and challenges.

a. It goes beyond specific jurisdictional or sectoral interests - and will not replace or
supplant existing strategies, but rather build on and complement work already
underway, and guide future related strategies.

4, The draft strategy outlines a vision, purpose and six priority areas to build a stronger,
more connected and resilient national biosecurity system into the future. It also includes
initial actions to deliver on these priority areas, which will be further developed and
added to in the foreshadowed implementation planning stage.

5. This draft reflects feedback and input from the stakeholder reference group and two
phases of public consultation. An initial consultation phase was undertaken in October-
November 2021 to inform the direction of the overall strategy, including its priority
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areas and possible inclusions. The outcomes of this phase were used to develop a
consultation draft, which was released in February 2022 for public comment.

a. Reaction to the consultation draft was largely positive, with stakeholders
welcoming a national strategy and the opportunity to help shape the final
version. The strategic direction, purpose and priority areas were generally well
supported. Stakeholders indicated the actions should be more specific and
emphasised the importance of a robust implementation approach with
associated funding.

b. A summary of feedback and list of submissions (136 submissions were received
in total) can be found at Attachment C.

Implementation planning

6.

The proposed implementation approach outlined in the final draft strategy includes a
steering committee (consisting of government and non-government stakeholders)
operating with NBC oversight, working groups for each priority area to contribute to
action planning, and a strategy implementation team to provide ongoing project
management support. An implementation plan and national action plan will be
developed over a 6 to 12 month planning stage.

a. This approach provides for a clear and active role for non-government stakeholders
(reflecting stakeholder feedback), with the NBC retaining overall oversight and
decision-making authority given potential funding and regulatory implications.

There is an expectation from stakeholders that once the strategy is endorsed by
ministers, implementation planning will start immediately and will not be a prolonged
process — with stakeholders keen to see early outcomes and tangible results from this
work.

a. Serious biosecurity threats such as foot-and-mouth disease and lumpy skin disease
will enhance this expectation —and inform prioritisation of our early efforts.

b. A focus will be on those initial actions that align with our more immediate
biosecurity priorities — as well as those we see as providing quick wins. However, this
will not overshadow the more systemic nature of this agenda.

Implementation will require a commitment from all governments. The proposed
implementation governance approach will require dedicated and ongoing resourcing
from jurisdictions to deliver a realistic plan. This is separate to seeking to agree and fund
specific reforms.

a. The previous Australian Government Minister for Agriculture wrote to state and
territory agriculture ministers in early April seeking their views on implementation
matters, including governance options and shared funding arrangements. No
responses were received.

Implementation resourcing and funding will be a key issue for the credibility and value
of the strategy. Further, not all activities can or should involve government efforts only.
The priority area of sustainable investment included in the strategy is also, in part, a key
enabler of other priority areas.

2
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10.

OFFICIAL
NBC is considering implementation planning and accountability, in anticipation of an
endorsed strategy. Further details will be provided once the strategy is endorsed in-
principle. This will include detail on quick wins and those priority actions we aim to
progress in the first instance.

Stakeholder endorsement and public launch

11.

12.

13.

14.

It is proposed a ministerial foreword and signature page — involving all ministers - will be
included in the strategy. This will be developed in consultation with ministers’ offices
once the strategy has been agreed.

The strategy, once agreed by ministers, will be shared with key stakeholders ahead of a
formal launch to garner their support and public endorsement on release.

a. An opportunity exists for expressions of stakeholder support to be formally captured
in the strategy through inclusion of an endorsement page — further emphasising that
the strategy is to guide and invigorate the efforts of all system participants, not just
governments.

b. If ministers are agreeable to this, NBC will gauge the interest of key stakeholders,
including reference group members, ahead of finalising the document for release
and publication.

c. Consideration could also be given to extending this offer to ministers with
responsibility for environmental matters, to underscore that biosecurity has broader
implications than just agriculture and trade.

Jurisdictions, coordinated through NBC, will work with their ministers to confirm
preferences and arrangements for the launch of the strategy.

A national communication and engagement strategy will also be prepared to support
these activities, and a dedicated webpage created (potentially on the reinvigorated
biosecurity.gov.au website) to host the final strategy and related information on
planning, implementation and engagement.

Financial Implications

15.

Dedicated and ongoing resourcing (staff and monetary) will be required to implement
the strategy.
FOR DECISION

Attachment A: National biosecurity strategy — final draft
Attachment B: National Biosecurity Strategy Reference Group
Attachment C: Summary of consultation draft feedback

National Biosecurity Committee

July 2022
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Purpose

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY

Executive Why Australia How our biosecurity Changing biosecurity
Summary needs biosecurity system works environment

Drafting note: Copyright

information to be confirmed

before release

© Commonwealth of Australia 2022

Ownership of intellectual property rights

Unless otherwise noted, copyright (and any other intellectual property rights) in
this publication is owned by the Commonwealth of Australia (referred to as the
Commonwealth).

Creative Commons licence

All material in this publication is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International Licence except content supplied by third parties, logos and the
Commonwealth Coat of Arms.

Inquiries about the licence and any use of this document should be emailed to
copyright@awe.gov.au

Cataloguing data
ISBN XXX-X-XXXXX-XXX-X

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment
GPO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601
Telephone 1800 900 090

Web awe.gov.au

Disclaimer

The Australian Government acting through the Department of Agriculture, Water
and the Environment has exercised due care and skill in preparing and compiling
the information and data in this publication. Notwithstanding, the Department of
Agriculture, Water and the Environment, its employees and advisers disclaim all
liability, including liability for negligence and for any loss, damage, injury, expense or
cost incurred by any person as a result of accessing, using or relying on any of the
information or data in this publication to the maximum extent permitted by law.

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Australia and their continuing
connection to land and sea, waters, environment and community. We pay our

respects to the Traditional Custodians of the lands we live and work on, their culture,

and their Elders past and present.
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. Ministerial foreword

Drafting note: Ministerial foreword / statement from relevant ministers
to be inserted following approval of final strategy

Opportunity for foreword to also highlight current threats - such as
FMD and LSD - and how the strategy will contribute to addressing
these. Foreword will also need to acknowledge the Reference Group

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY REFERENCE GROUP

Australian Banana Growers' Council National Farmers’ Federation

CSIRO Seafood Industry Australia

Freight and Trade Alliance Torres Strait Regional Authority

Invasive Species Council Rural Research and Development Corporations

representative — Australian Pork Limited
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2urpose of the National
Blosecurity Strategy

WHAT IS THE
NATIONAL BIOSECURITY
STRATEGY?

The biosecurity risks facing us are becoming increasingly complex and
harder to manage. In this challenging and changing environment, we need
to continually evolve our system to ensure our biosecurity remains strong.

The National Biosecurity Strategy guides this evolution.

Our national system is greater than the sum of This strategy’s scope covers exotic and established
its parts. It's a multilayered network of people, pests, weeds and diseases, including zoonotic
critical infrastructure and technology, partnerships, diseases, but does not extend to human biosecurity.

processes and regulatory activities that function
cohesively overseas, at our border and within
Australia to protect our national interests.

It is informed by, and builds on, existing strategies
and plans and the considerable efforts already being
undertaken by the Australian, state and territory

Our strategy builds from this solid foundation, uniting governments, industry, Indigenous Australians,

us behind a collective vision and purpose to enhance landowners and managers, environmental groups
the significant capability already within our biosecurity ~ and the community. The strategy was developed in
system. consultation with these stakeholders, overseen by the

As we all share the benefits of our biosecurity system, Vailonal. losaauntiy Gomimiize (5.

we all have a valuable role to play in supporting it. Our 10-year strategy is a living document that
This strategy is designed to help us to work more will be reviewed every 5 years or sooner if there
effectively together, driving improved collaboration, is a significant change to the risks, challenges or
innovation, awareness and behavioural changes at opportunities facing us.

local, regional, national and international levels.

This strategy outlines the current and future
biosecurity environment and includes priority areas
with initial actions for implementation. Importantly,
it also sets the approach for us to work together to
develop additional actions, drive its implementation
and monitor our progress.

4 NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY 5
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
EVOLVING AUSTRALIA'S
Our land, air, seas and waterways are OUR V|S|0N 6 PR|0R|TY AREAS
deeply interwoven with our way of life - ,
our people, environment and economy E?ORSégLSJWF;IRTAYUSAYSS-IEEI\;URE TO EVOLVE OUR SYSTEM
= which is why our biosecurity system is To achieve our vision and purpose, we will act in 6 priority areas.
so valuable. A biosecurity system that protects Australia Our 6 priority areas have guided the development of initial actions and
1t's what protects us and the communities and our way of life - will help us to focus our efforts in the areas with the biggest impact.
we live in from the harmful impacts of O o)
exotic and established pests, weeds and O/Q Og‘o
diseases. Even a single outbreak can have SHARED PURPOSE F\g \oj
potentially devastating, costly and far- : : : :
o . Shared biosecurity Stronger Highly skilled
reaching impacts for Australia. :
J BRINGING US TOGETHER culture partnerships workforce

While our biosecurity system has served
us well, biosecurity risks are growing and
increasing in complexity, driven by factors
such as climate change, unpredictable
trade and travel patterns and changes in
land use.

More than ever before - as highlighted

by the presence of both foot-and-mouth
disease and lumpy skin disease on our
doorstep - we are dealing with multiple
risks, on multiple fronts, at the same time.

To ensure we continue to meet the
challenges of today and tomorrow, we
must act now and evolve how we work
together.

A risk-based system underpinned by
science that protects Australia’s people, our
environment, economy and lifestyle from the
biosecurity threats of today and tomorrow.

We will enhance our
culture of biosecurity
action so that everyone
understands its importance
and plays their part.

©

Coordinated
preparedness and
response

We will boost our system'’s
adaptability and its capacity
to prevent, detect, manage,
respond to and recover from
outbreaks.

We will strengthen and expand
partnerships and networks
between all stakeholders at
local, regional, national and
international levels.

Sustainable
investment

We will ensure funding and
investment is sufficient,
co-funded, transparent,
targeted to our priorities and
sustainable for the long term.

We will develop and sustain
a highly skilled workforce

to ensure we have the right
capability and capacity, in the
right place, at the right time.

Integration supported
by technology,
research and data

We will create a more
connected, efficient and
science-based system to
facilitate more timely, informed
and risk-based decisions.

J
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WE WILL TAKE ACTION
IN OUR 6 PRIORITY AREAS

O
D
Shared biosecurity culture

Build on and develop national awareness and
education programs

Drive positive biosecurity behaviours and incentivise
compliance

Revitalise national communication, engagement and
reporting mechanisms

Determine opportunities to embed biosecurity as a
consideration into broader decision-making, risk and
business planning

S

Stronger partnerships

Enhance partnerships and engagement with Indigenous
Australians

Executive Why Australia
Summary needs biosecurity

Collaboratively review and refine roles and
responsibilities

Review governance arrangements to ensure they
include relevant stakeholders

Strengthen the involvement of environmental agencies
and environmental and community groups

Identify and implement opportunities for greater industry
and community involvement in decision-making bodies

Deepen international partnerships and capacity building

Strengthen understanding of antimicrobial and pesticide
resistance and zoonatic pathways

Coordinate our international advocacy efforts to help
shape global standards, rules and conditions

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY

How our biosecurity

system works environment

Q?
°E
Highly skilled workforce

Identify current and future skills needs in key areas

Develop a national workforce strategy to build, retain
and deploy capability

Build upon and expand existing cooperative and
partnership arrangements

Strengthen professional development programs

£$)
Sustainable investment

Work together to identify funding needs and
determine priorities

Strengthen frameworks to agree and deliver
priority investments

Advance co-funding and investment strategies
with stakeholders

Increase the transparency of biosecurity funding

Complete the development of a system
performance and evaluation framework

Changing biosecurity Our opportunities for

meaningful change

It's time to evolve how Driving

we work together collaborative action HERenel:

) =

Integration supported by technology,
research and data

Coordinated preparedness
and response

Continue to invest in and roll out transformative
technologies to digitise and automate processes

Undertake and promote regular national
preparedness exercises

Increase stakeholder coordination to prioritise, drive
and deliver national research outcomes

Advance regionally based planning activities

Continually review and update risk information to

inform priorities Actively share data and research widely

Enhance the accessibility and use of surveillance
and interception data

Actively embed continuous learning

Strengthen traceability arrangements

Further support innovations to build science and
Enhance our national surveillance and early research capacity

detection arrangements

Encourage the uptake of existing and emerging
Evolve our national information management technologies, systems and processes

frameworks

Increase the use of citizen science, Indigenous
knowledge and on the ground insights

Encourage greater private sector investment in the
development and delivery of biosecurity innovations

OUR WAY FORWARD
DRIVING COLLABORATIVE ACTION

More than 30 initial actions across our 6 priority
areas have been developed in collaboration with
stakeholders.

As we all share in the success of our biosecurity
system, a diverse range of stakeholders will be
involved in developing, delivering and reviewing

. rogress against the national action plan.
Our next steps will be to: Prog g P

The plan will also be complemented by sector
based, regional or other action plans developed by
stakeholders.

- identify those initial actions that can be
implemented immediately

- design a national implementation plan that
sets out governance arrangements and guides
future planning

- develop a national action plan that builds upon
our initial actions and establishes a framework
for monitoring and evaluation to keep us
accountable.

The NBC will ultimately oversee the strategy’s
implementation, working with a National
Biosecurity Strategy Implementation Committee
comprised of biosecurity stakeholders.

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY
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WHAT IS BIOSECURITY?

Australia is free from many
harmful pests, weeds and
diseases found elsewhere in
the world. Our animal, plant,
human and environmental
health outcomes rely on
strong biosecurity - that is,
the controls and measures to
manage the risk of these pests,
weeds and diseases entering,
emerging, establishing or
spreading within Australia.

KEY BIOSECURITY TERMS
EXQOTIC

A pest, weed or disease that is not
currently known to be present in
Australia, or, if present, is subject to a
nationally agreed eradication program.

ESTABLISHED

A self-sustaining pest, weed or disease
that occurs in Australia and is not
regarded as eradicable. An established
pest, weed or disease may be widely
distributed across Australia or regionally
distributed. A regionally distributed
established pest, weed or disease may
be the subject of management measures
to mitigate further spread.

Why Australia
needs biosecurity

THE REACH AND
IMPACT OF OUR
BIOSECURITY SYSTEM

SCALE OF BIOSECURITY ACTIVITY
ACROSS AUSTRALIA

115m

mail items received on average each
year over five years (2016-17 to 2020-21)

2.6m

shipping containers arrived in Australia
(2020-21)

OVER

15,100

inspections were conducted on
international vessels (2020-21)

OVER

2,600

detections made post-biosecurity
control (2020-21)

How our biosecurity Changing biosecurity
system works environment

It's time to evolve how
we work together

Our opportunities for
meaningful change

SAFEGUARDING AUSTRALIA’'S
INDUSTRIES, ENVIRONMENT,
LIVELIHOODS AND WAY OF LIFE

1.6m

jobs across the agricultural
supply chain

$251.5b

total flow of benefits per year arising
from assets vulnerable to biosecurity
hazards, including infrastructure,
agriculture, forestry and seafood
industries and companion animals
(2021 estimate)

$73.5b

in gross value of agricultural,
forestry and seafood production
(2020-21 estimate)

$52.3b

in agricultural, forestry and seafood
exports (2020-21 estimate)

$50.4b

direct tourism contribution to
Australia’'s GDP (2019-20 estimate)

Driving
collaborative action

Appendix

ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL IMPACTS
OF OUTBREAKS AND INCURSIONS

$80b

direct economic impact to Australia
over 10 years in present value terms
in the event of a large multi-state
foot-and-mouth disease outbreak
(2020-21 estimate)

$5b

annual cost to Australia for weed
control measures and lost production
(2018 estimate)

$1.3b

potential cost to our producers and
consumers of pollination-dependent
crops over 30 years in the event of a
varroa mite incursion (2012 estimate)

$390b

cost of damages due to invasive
species over the past 6 decades
(2021 estimate)

MORE THAN

380

NATIVE SPECIES

of plants have proved capable of
being infected by myrtle rust, with this
number likely to grow (2020 estimate)

$7.8-11.1b

potential cost to Australian
horticultural industries over 50 years
in present value terms if a worst-case
Xylella fastidiosa incursion occurred
(2021 estimate)
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Why Australia needs
biosecurity

We all enjoy the benefits of biosecurity. It's what protects our plants,
animals and ecosystems, enables us to generate high-quality primary
produce, provides access to export markets and supports our trusted
international reputation with trading partners.

Strong biosecurity also supports other Pest, weed and disease outbreaks can
strategic priorities for Australia, from potentially lead to:

bioterrorism and national security, - devastating impacts to agricultural and
through to pandemic management and horticultural industries and their supply
global food security. chains through lower yields or damage to
crops, produce, livestock or fisheries, as well
as increased costs for protection, response
or ongoing management activities. These
costs are often passed onto customers.
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As the risk landscape rapidly changes,
our natural and productive ecosystems
are becoming increasingly vulnerable

to biosecurity risks. These risks can
devastate native wildlife, impact our
agricultural, seafood and forestry
industries and compromise our clean air,
water and land.

- damage to our unigue natural environment
and ecosystems, plants and animals.

- an inability for Australian primary producers
to access export markets, as well as possible
reputational damage to our premium, high-
quality produce.

Even though our biosecurity
system has served us well, we
face the challenge of managing a
range of growing and changing
threats. We can't reduce our
biosecurity risk to zero and even a - delays in access to essential produce due
single outbreak has the potential to to supply chain disruptions and the impact
affect our prosperity, environment, of biosecurity response activities on stock
national security, ability to trade levels or distribution channels.

and way of life. - negative impacts on our amenity, cultural
heritage, way of life and human health.
CQOVID-19, for example, demonstrated the
significant impact zoonoses can have on our
health, economy and day-to-day lives.

- detrimental impacts to land and sea Country
of value to Indigenous Australians and the
wider community.

A strong, resilient and adaptable biosecurity
system is critical to ensure we manage these
increasingly complex risks.

12 NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY
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Appendix

HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA

Highly pathogenic avian influenza (Al), also known
as bird flu, is a highly contagious viral infection

of birds that can cause severe symptoms and
sudden death in poultry. It is generally introduced
by infected migratory birds and can be particularly
disruptive to chicken, duck, emu and turkey farms,
requiring the culling of infected flocks.

A single outbreak of Al could have significant
economic impacts and restrict market access for
Australian poultry products. Some forms of Al can
also have human health impacts, causing influenza
in exposed humans.

The Australian, state and territory governments,
together with the egg and poultry meat industries,
have rapid and effective emergency response
plans in place to manage potential outbreaks.

KEY - IMPACTS KEY - PRIORITIES

. A 00O, Shared biosecurity
NS ,Q
@) Amenity \$) Economy ) culture

WA i
Q) Environment Coordinated preparedness
Y @ and response

These arrangements were tested in 2020 during
the height of Victoria's COVID-19 related lockdowns
when an outbreak of Al occurred on six farms.

It triggered one of Australia’s largest biosecurity
emergency responses and demonstrated the
critical importance of our people, technology

and preparedness arrangements.

The eradication work ran for 9 months with over
340 people involved and included almost 1,400
surveillance visits, as well as significant diagnostic
and laboratory testing, at an estimated total cost
of $22 million. This cost was a fraction of the
potential losses facing industry if the outbreak
had spread further.

Highly pathogenic Al was successfully eradicated
from all affected farms in February 2021 and
Australia formally regained its Al (notifiable)

free status.

03\;8)) Highly skilled fs\ Sustainable Stronger .
workforce investment partnerships

Integration supported by
technology, research and data
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How our biosecurity
system works

Australia’s biosecurity system is multilayered with prevention,
management and response activities undertaken overseas, at
and within our borders, including our external territories. Our
system relies heavily on the support of all stakeholders, such as
governments, industry, research organisations, agricultural and
environmental groups, Indigenous communities and individuals.

Without strong partnerships at all levels, we can’t have a strong
biosecurity system.

OVERSEAS

The Australian Government and importers work with overseas counterparts to
identify and mitigate biosecurity risks before they reach our border, while also
undertaking capacity building activities, including in the Indo-Pacific region, to
further our biosecurity, trade, security and national interests. Officials facilitate
trade in line with our international obligations, apply import conditions and
controls, and engage in risk and intelligence gathering, analysis and horizon
scanning. Our overseas partners and industry provide vital intelligence on risks
and traceability of products to support this work.

AT OUR BORDER

Robust regulatory, surveillance and quarantine arrangements are in place to prevent,
detect and intercept risks at our national border before they can do us harm. The
Australian Government operates border controls, including screening, assessment,
inspections and quarantine processes, to support this effort. Travellers have a role to play
through their awareness of the importance of biosecurity and declaring goods if required.
Industry also helps to protect us by having systems in place to proactively manage risks,
applying treatments where needed and participating in surveillance activities.

WITHIN AUSTRALIA

Industry, governments, Natural Resource Management (NRM) organisations, environmental groups,
landowners and managers and the wider community work at regional and local levels to prevent, plan
for, detect and respond to outbreaks. The Australian, state and territory governments lead regulatory
activities. Industry and governments coordinate and fund management and response activities under a
range of deeds and agreements and all system participants work together on the ground to reduce the
possibility and impact of further spread within and across borders. The general public plays a critical
role in surveillance and the reporting of pest, weed and disease outbreaks. Research organisations
work to enhance our understanding of biosecurity risks and examine new approaches to improve our
system in areas like diagnostics, containment and treatments.

14 NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY

How our biosecurity Changing biosecurity

Our opportunities for
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Our biosecurity system includes a wide range of stakeholders, from Traditional Owners, veterinarians,
park rangers, landowners, farmers, entomologists and many more. The National Biosecurity Statement
(2018) provided an overview of stakeholder roles and the national strategy builds from this strong
foundation. One of our initial actions will see us work together to ensure everyone's roles are clear and
reflect the future needs of our system.

Federal regulatory functions
Managing matters relating to the movement of people and goods at the national

border. Regulating biosecurity controls to facilitate trade and market access,
and fulfilling international convention obligations, including monitoring

and reporting pest and disease status and protecting biodiversity.
Exercising powers for biosecurity emergencies of national significance.

Research and capacity building
Maintaining and enhancing capacity to prepare for, detect
and respond to pests, weeds and diseases, and the
management of those already established. Includes
support for research and innovation to underpin
Australia's science-based approach to biosecurity.

AUSTRALIA'S
BIOSECURITY
SYSTEM

Awareness and information

Raising awareness and understanding of the biosecurity
system and everyone's roles and responsibilities. Including
publishing information about Australia’s biosecurity system
and responsibility for emergency response communications.

On the ground

Performing tasks for everyday management of biosecurity
risks. Includes surveillance, complying with biosecurity
obligations and managing pests, weeds and diseases.
Contributing to the protection of the Australian environment
and economy through practical biosecurity measures.

Leadership and coordination
Providing leadership and coordination to proactively manage
biosecurity risk reduction and analysis. Includes developing
partnerships with biosecurity participants and fostering
biosecurity awareness.

Domestic regulatory functions

Managing biosecurity within Australia’s border. Includes undertaking
enforcement actions, regulatory interventions, emergency responses

and negotiating and facilitating domestic trade.

RESPONSIBILITIES

D D D
Australian Government Industry Research organisations
D D D
State, territory and local Representative bodies Individuals and
governments (e.g. peak bodies, NRM communities

organisations, environmental
and community groups etc.)

NATIONAL BIOSECURITY STRATEGY 15
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OUR BIOSECURITY SYSTEM IN ACTION

@ Screen

Inspections Storage / destruction
'Y ) Approved arrangements for @ Detect
storage / destruction of goods
Post entry )
s [ ¥ X ) Pomestt.lc border
AT Treatments i isid s Respond
Anticipate oA 9 O O
Y 7N El) Prepare
International .
mail screening Screening L Onshore surveillance Awareness raising
Environmental T TSI IS e isk analysis
scanning ® o0 YV Y | o0 A® 00ASO I and/or Adapt
Diagnostics Indigenous Rangers Ll A
(] £ X 9 Contingency planning Initial investigation
Offshore L ] £ J & training o0% [ ] Proof of freedom
surveillance
s Border 00ASO Sentinel herds / plantings e e e °0e
A assessments i i
/ G Domestic border assessment o0% (e.g. movement controls) Domestic quarantine
Collaboration
Programs e Tracing 00ASO 840
- - - e Community / industry /
with offshore industries . .
£ w o0 A Pest risk analysis government led programs
and authorities
00A%O Identification and reporting o0 (e.g. weed management)

00 ASO

Response plans

of pests, weeds and diseases

00ARO

Import risk analysis (e.g. Deeds, PlantPlan 0ASO Response plan activation
/ review of import & Al ' Certification schemes
usVetPlan)
conditions Prevent Diagnostics o0A®
= YY) for product movement
® . . o0%0 A Community engagement o
: Engagement and Import conditions / On-farm biosecurity plans and education
Modelling : Technical / financial
R — awareness permits 0ALAS Y Y
(Y VR X recovery support
. 00A%O ® Simulation exercises 'Y ‘
OIE notifiable / Capability building i
disease lists Offshore treatments apability building in YT VX . _—
verification and neighbouring countries Busm.ess continuity
® certification ' YT Y planning
00ASO
7 FIIIIF On the ground management
International 9 )
Ly 00A%O and control of existing pests,
gements .
III IS IIIY, weeds and diseases
[ X
o0A®
RESPONSIBILITIES @ Australian Government A Industry @ Research organisations Biosecurity activity categories sourced from Centre of

Excellence for Biosecurity Risk Analysis (CEBRA), Year 1
Report: Valuing Australia’s Biosecurity System, Project 1607A -
Milestone 6, 28 November 2017, University of Melbourne.

Individuals and
communities

@ State, territory and local
governments

# Representative bodies
(e.g. peak bodies, NRM
organisations, environmental
and community groups etc.)
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KHAPRA BEETLE

PEST, WEED AND DISEASE
OUTBREAKS CAN HAVE
FAR-REACHING IMPACTS

THE KHAPRA BEETLE IS SMALLER
THAN A GRAIN OF RICE

Image: Khapra beetle adult and
larva on grains of rice
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KHAPRA BEETLE COULD COST
AUSTRALIA

$15.5B OVER 20 YEARS

IF IT BECAME ESTABLISHED
(2014 ESTIMATE)

In 2020-21, responses to 20 interceptions
of the khapra beetle (Tr