DECLARED PLANT
Ground asparagus

Asparagus aethiopicus
January 2015

Ground asparagus is a geophyte, a plant with
perennial, underground storage organs, and
above-ground shoots, allowing it to survive
harsh seasonal conditions.
As a Weed of National Significance (WoNS), it
is now declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
and movement throughout South Australia.






Other common names:
basket
asparagus, asparagus fern, bush
asparagus, emerald asparagus, Sprenger
asparagus.
Family: Asparagaceae
Synonyms: Protasparagus aethiopicus,
Asparagus
aculeatus,
Asparagus
sprengeri.
Origin: Cape Province of South Africa

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Ground asparagus is a Weed of National
Significance as it is highly invasive in warm
coastal regions.
 invades a wide range of coastal vegetation
including dunes, heath and forest
 dense rhizomatous root system forms
dense mats several metres wide which
exclude native species
 foliage forms dense, spiny thickets
 difficult to control due to rapid regeneration
from its extensive root system

Peter Swart, http://www.plantweb.co.za/

DESCRIPTION
Habit: perennial, prostrate herb with scrambling, spiny
stems to 2 m long, arising from a central crown. Leaves:
pale green, hairless cladodes which are flattened and
have a distinct midrib. The cladodes can be single or in
groups of 2-5. Roots: dense mat of rhizomes with
growing points and small watery tubers scattered along
the rhizome. Flowers: white or light pink bell shaped, to
4 mm long. Flowering time: spring to autumn, but may
flower and fruit all year in favourable environments.
Fruits/seed: glossy berries to 9 mm in diameter, green
in colour maturing to red and containing one black seed.
HOW IT SPREADS
Ground asparagus is primarily dispersed by seed which
can be transported by birds or other fruit eating animals.
It also spreads vegetatively from the short rhizomes that
comprise the central crown. Dumping of rhizomes and
fruits in garden waste is a key source of new
infestations.
HABITAT
Ground asparagus occurs in warm temperate and
subtropical regions with over 500mm annual rainfall in a
wide range of native habitats including coastal dunes,
heathlands, riparian vegetation and forests.
DISTRIBUTION
Ground asparagus is not recorded as naturalised in
South Australia, but will appear uninvited in gardens. It is
naturalised in Western Australia, Queensland, New
South Wales and Victoria.

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:

www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au
Further weed control information is also available
at:
www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Select alternatives to replace invasive garden plants.
Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions. The cultivar
Asparagus aethiopicus Myersii, known as foxtail
asparagus, is exempt from the NRM Act declaration.
For further information, see the Weeds of National
Significance website WoNS asparagus weeds
Images: opposite page – ground asparagus foliage & inset, red
berries, Rebekah D. Wallace, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org
This page – ground asparagus flowers & green berries, Revekah D.
Wallace, University of Georgia, Bugwood.org
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