PRANDS BILL.

goeond reading.

The Hou. M, MeINTOSH (Albert———()‘ommis-
“ganer of Crown Lands)—This Bill is sub-
Ctially similar to that introduced at the
4l of last session, It passed the Legislative
“Comneil, but owing to the prorogation of Par-
Tament, lapsed. sn the Assembly. The Bill
npeals the Brands Act, 1913, and the two
gmending  Acts passed in 1923 and 1927, re-
" excts the provisions of those Acts, and in
sdition incorporates certain amendments whick
wilf permit of the further registration of
diforent, kinds of brands, and make various
fmportant  administrative amendments which
hould have the effect of cheapening the cost
of the administration of the Brands Depart-
pent. Its provisions have been congidered by
fhe oxceutive of the Stoekowners’ Association
of South Australia, which is, of course, Very
wuch interested in the effect of legislation of
this nature, and the couneil of that association
bas ‘umanimousiy approved of the Bill In
h"g'?. meusure it is only a consolidation of the
existing law. Parts I and IL. deal with inter-
fretation and the appointment of officers, and
do not differ in any material manner from the
i"':::: Oz;clt Part IIT. deals with the.l'egi?-

horse and cattle brands, and in this
Wrt no material change is made from the
E:";‘::'rio[’l‘ovisions. Under this part any owner
ofa h;"‘f ;lr cattlle may obtain the registration
vight t:) id, and is then entitled to the exclusive
he rogigt::se}t'-hat.bmn&' Only one brand ean
e "\\'11.5 1;9(' in the name of o‘ne pe?‘son,‘ unless
hing f[‘gist();? 1uns than ome, in which case he
""“’isiﬁns (1: :ez).al’zt_te b):am.}s for each rum.
the position 3 ng ?vﬁ-,h the gize of brands and
Mimaly. g, 'lln \\.'hleh 'they are placed on the
oSuer of .1 if el}tmal with existing law, and the
tight t, e registered brand is also given the

gister under clamse 15 a distinetive

brand ox mark o denote his ownership, or the
age, class, oT deseription of any or his horses
and cabtle.” Thig is also identieal with existing
legislation, ‘The provisions relating to regis-
tored brands for export ave also similar to
those nmow contained in the Brands Act, and
provide that a person may obtain a speeial
brand for use on horses for export. Part IV,
deals with sheep brands, and in this part some
alterations in the law have been made. Under
the present Act the State is divided into four
sheep brand distriets, The same brands may
be registered in different distriets, but not in
the same distriet. It is propesed by clause 22
of the Eleventh Schedule to add a fifth distriet,
which will comprise the land’ vested in the
Metropolitan Abattoirs Board at the Abattoirs.
Tu this limited area various brands are used by
the Board on sheep, which are almost
immediately slaughtered, and in no case
yeleased from the Abattoirs. It is proposed to
make this part of the State a separate district
o as to enable the brands used at the Abattoirs
to be released for use elsewhere, as mo brand
can be. registered twice in the same distriet.
Under the present law the only brands which
ave registered for sheep are paint brands and
tattoo marks, and each of these is registered in
respect of the particular sheep brand disbriet
concerned. With the exeeption already dis-
cussed. of the metropolitan abattoirs distriet,
these provisions are re-enacted in almost the
same form as the present law, and the right -
of the registered paint brand owner to use
numerals as distinctive brands for his sheep

" jg also retained. Division 1v, of Part IV, is

new, and deals with the registration of ear-
marks and firebrands. Districts will - be
sstablished for the purpose of these brands.
The distriets may be the same as the existing
sheep brands distriets or any guch distriet may
be subdivided, but there will be mno over-
lapping as between the two kinds of distriets.
Clause -33 pro{rldes that the owner of a regis-
tered paint brand may obtain the vegistration
of an earmark or firebrand. This right will
only obtain so long as the owneyr is the pro-
prietor of a rum. “Upon ceasing to be sueh
proprietor the registration will cease, s0 that
o brand will for all practical purposes be identi-
fied with the particular run, There is power to
transfer the right to a successor 88 proprietor.
Registration of an earmark or firebrand will
entitle the holder to the exclusive use thereof,
and only one of these prands or marks will be
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registered for any person unless he holds more
runs than one, Tt is provided by clause 35
that the registered earmark in the case of a
male sheep must be placed on the off ear, and
in the case of a female sheep be placed on the
near car. Registered earmarks econsisting of »
single earmark will, so far as possible, be
reserved for owners of 5,000 sheep or more,
A registered firebrand is to be placed on the
face or horn of a sheep. It is provided by
clause 39 that if a sheep has once been ear-
marked with a registered earmark no person
shall place any other earmark on the ear on
which a registered earmark is placed, except a
registered tattoo mark or registered stud stock
brand. Part V. deals with stud stock brands,
and makes no change in the existing law. Any
member of an association which is formed for
the purpose of encouraging the breeding of
pure bred stock msy apply for registration of
2 brand to be used for the purpose of brand-
ing his stock. The brand muss only be ased
for branding stock belonging to the registered
owner which is registered hy the associa-
tion as pure bred stock. Part VI, makes
no ehange in the existing law, and pro-
vides that the Registrar of Brands must
allot  a pound Drand g every publie
pound, and imposes upon the keepers of
public pounds the quty to notify persons whose
brands appear on the cattle, of the fact of the
impoundment. Part VIL deals with transfers
and eancellations of brands and makes no
change in the existing law. Clause 46 gives the
right to transfer a registered brand or ear-
mark, and clause 47 deals with the case of the
death of the owner of 3 registered brand.
Clauses 49 and 50 deal with the caneellation
of a brand and clause 51 gives the Registrar
power to cancel regisiration to aveid abuse.
Clause 54 is new and should do much to reduce
the cost of administration of the Brands Act,
At the present time the Register of Brands
comprises some fifty or sixty thousand brands,
and the department is of the opinion that a
large proportion of these brands is now not
used, hut no expeditious or convenient way is
provided under the Act for the cancellation of
these disused brands, The Registrar may,
under clause 50, cause notice o he given to
the owner of a registered brand or mark
calling upon him to show cause why the regis-
tration should not be cancelled, and after the
lapse of two monthg may cancel the regis-
tration. This of course, involves a consider-

able amount of clevical worl, and, i adiiy
the Registrar must have some evidency :L“ﬁ. ]
upon hefore he ean act, and it is app * g
it would take a very long time
Register of disused hrands if thig Verg
only means available. Clause 54 therefyy,
poses that the Registrar WAy, bY noti, B
lished in the ‘‘Government G‘:azette,n
least fwice in a daily newspaper,
after a day fixed in the notiee the Tegistryy;.,
of all registered brands and marks of th, k‘-‘
specified in the notice, which were Tegist
before the date specified in the notice, shyy 3»
cancelled unless the owner complies iy
requirements of the clause, Tt ig Provided ¢
the day fixed in the notice shal N0t he by
than three months affer the day of the g
publication of the notice, Tt will then e
cumbent upon any registered owner who desiry
to retain the registration of hig brand or ¢ :
mark, to give notice to the Registray thy ¢,
retains the use of the brand or mark T
notice may be given in any manuer so Youg u
it is in writing, and no fee will he requir
After the expiration of the time fived in
notice the Registrar may proceed to eaned 12
brands and manks for which no elaim for tié
retention has Dbeen made, although of cour
it does not follow that the Registrar will »
required to cancel in a case in which he i
satisfied that the brand is stifl in wse. Its
provided that this procedure shall not %
brought into operation with respeet to any kir! -.
of brand or mark more often than once ints
years. It is apparent that by this mesnst
cheap and expeditions method of clearing &
from the register the unused hrands will ¥
provided, and it is one to which the Sted
owners Association has no objection, Put
VIIL deals with the Brands Regisier anl tt"
Brands Directory. The Registrar of B‘“"”}
is required to keep a register of all brands ib:
marks, and under elause 56 it is provided b¥
directories are to be published in alternate )"‘“_‘
In one year a directory is published C“Hf'd M
Horses and Cattle Brands Directory, whith pp
eludes the horses and cattle brands, an !
the subsequent year the Sheep Brands D’{‘:
tory is published, including all sheep P‘“V;
brands, registered earmarks, and fire iffﬂ:‘iea
Owing to the eost involved in the Pubmg:k
of the directory it has been suspended f’or P
last two years, but with the great clearing !
of the register contemplated under 03{‘“1:
it is expected that this cost will be consiter
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irectories will be again
el a2 tha.t‘ﬁ.l;e g(}:en to the Registrar to
fshed. o 1'1' of any directory for
the compiig .
mouo. he thinks fit. Under clause
o must be distributed to
o deputy 1-egis*71'ars and inspect.m;'s a-,ndt::l-:
the police foree, to which, in
_penlbers of inion, the directory should be
.-R"gismir,s 'Dsl-:luse ’58 poundkeepers and other
o lied with directories must make
e for public swrvey. Part IX.
i avaxlab}G jlancous matters in connection
dals with PO inspectors and other matiers.
sith he plo“'zl’i Ofcil;use h61 that earmarks must
i PT"‘”&‘; ith pliers, this being the exist-
. mi;ea‘(‘idiﬂon to ,th@ requirements now
i -!a“'l for, it is set out that in the case of
W”dc‘l " istered earmark is placed on the
<allle_._ . fltllegm further eaymark or cut shall
" Ll'icigto; :aither ear of such cattle, It is
1::;?1:10(] that this provision is mot to apply ‘to
:n).thing done before the 1.3%55113{;‘ of f‘uhe ]i;l:
“The purpose of this prot:usmn ]‘S, ‘0 GDE s
tp prevent an earmark being Obhti.alateéf ‘y 3
{arger carmark being placed n}re.r it, or 1a.uf
fom taking place. The remaining clauses o
ihis part make no change in the law and do
not require any special comment, The sa:.me
wmarks apply to Part X., which deals 1.}71%,11
the making of regulations, Part XI, provides
for penalties for various offences, C}auses 70
to 72 are the same as the existing law. Clause
13 provides for the necessary penalties conse
quent upon the provisions dealing with tl}e
registration of earmarks, and provides thatllf
any fierson is in possession, of any sheep which
has o registered earmark on its ear, alto any
other mark placed upon that ear, both he and
the person placing the mark will be liable fo
penalties, It is provided that it shall be a
defence to show that the cut cr mark was
‘taused by aeeidental cause or that the sheep
Was in that condition when it was imported
to the State, or that the mark or cut was
made before the passing of the Bill. The
Temaining clauses of the Bill make 1o material
<hange from the existing law and do not
Tequire special comment, This is a compre-
Aensive measure designed to =ssist acd mnot
harass stockowners, It will make it safer for
" o vetain property in their stock and easior

for the Government to check cvasions, It ig
“entirely g

-t th

senl,
RS0

only he

House wiy geq) with it in that way and turn
U @ really good working scheme.

My, Morphett—Hag the Stockowners’ Asso-
ciation geen the Bill?

The Hon. M, McINTOSH—Yes, it has seen
angd approved it. I moved the second reading.

Mr, LACEY secured the adjournment of the
debate.

on-party measare., I em sure the -
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