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Benthic habitat impact assessment

- First look at habitats that were 
not being monitored at the time

- Understand if some habitats 
might be more vulnerable than 
others

- Consider impacts from an 
ecosystem approach rather than 
targeting individual species
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October 2025

84 stations surveyed

- 500m tow camera transect
- Water samples for Karenia spp. cell counts
- CTD cast
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Brighton Beach, 22/05/2025
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Ecosystem level questions

May 2026

October 2025



OFFICIAL

So far…

- Evidence for the vulnerability of some habitat types 
over others

- Evidence for a reduced diversity amongst benthic 
invertebrates 

- Spatial differences in the degree of change

Next steps… 

- What are the flow on effects of habitat change?

- What will the patterns of recovery look like?
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