DECLARED PLANT
Sweet pittosporum

Pittosporum undulatum
January 2015

Sweet pittosporum is an evergreen tree native
to the eastern states of Australia. It has been
planted as a hardy, sweet-scented ornamental.
It is now declared under the Natural Resources
Management Act 2004, with prohibition on sale
throughout South Australia and enforced
control in the Adelaide and Mount Lofty
Ranges, Kangaroo Island and South East NRM
regions.





Other common names: native daphne,
Victorian box, Australian daphne,
Australian mock orange, cheesewood,
mock orange, native orange, orange
pittosporum, orange-berry pittosporum,
snowdrop tree, Victorian laurel, wild coffee.
Family: Pittosporaceae
Origin: Coastal and sub-coastal districts
of eastern Australia.

WHY IS IT A PROBLEM?
Sweet pittosporum has spread far beyond its
original range as a result of widespread
planting, and is now a woody weed invading
native vegetation.
 forms dense thickets, with foliage that
effectively shades out vegetation beneath
the canopy
 has high seed production, producing dense
crops of seedlings that rapidly colonise
open or disturbed habitats.

DESCRIPTION
Habit: tall, evergreen shrub or small tree,
pyramidal in shape and growing to a height of 14
m with a spread of up to 6 m. Leaves: thick,
glossy, dark green on upper leaf surface, and dull
green underneath, up to 14 cm long by 5 cm wide,
with wavy margins, and radiating from stem.
Bark: smooth, greyish-brown, and flaking in 1 cm
squares. Flowers: creamy white, bell-shaped with
a strong, sweet fragrance and arranged in
umbrella-like clusters. Flowering time: Aug - Oct.
Fruit: a hard, green globular capsule which turns
yellow then orange, and splits when ripe to reveal
the seeds. Seed: 12-30 per fruit, sticky, red to
dark-red or black.
HOW IT SPREADS
Sweet pittosporum spreads by seeds and
suckers. Seed is dispersed by fruit eating birds.
The seeds also spread by sticking to animals,
footwear, clothes and vehicles, and through
dumping of garden waste.
HABITAT
Sweep pittosporum invades roadsides, coastal
areas, grassland, forest, woodland and riparian
zones.
CURRENT DISTRIBUTION

For more information
Contact your local Natural Resources Centre for
information on controlling declared weeds:
www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au

Sweet pittosporum is naturalised on Eyre
Peninsula, Kangaroo Island, the Southern Lofty
and Mount Gambier areas. Also naturalised in
Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, Western
Australia and Norfolk Island.
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Seek control advice if you have this plant as a
weed. Select alternative plants to replace invasive
species. Read ‘Grow Me Instead’ for suggestions.

Further weed control information is also
available at:

www.pir.sa.gov.au/biosecuritysa
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