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Second reading.

The Hon. Sir LYELL McEWIN (Chief Secretary)—I move—
That this Bill be now read a second time.

The Vine, Fruit, and Vegetable Protection Act, 1885-1936, by section 8 empowers inspectors to enter lands, buildings or vessels and examine and remove any trees or plants for the purpose of ascertaining whether they are injuriously affected by any insect or disease. Other provisions of the Act empower the destruction of affected trees or plants. The power of entry and examination is, however, limited to lands, buildings and vessels. The object of this Bill is to amend section 8 of the principal Act by extending the power to cover trains, aircraft, vehicles, carriages or conveyances and, at the same time, to make it clear that inspectors may not only examine and remove, but also search for plants or trees suspected of being affected.

Honourable members will appreciate the need for the amendment. As the law stands at present although vehicles may be stopped and searched in the absence of objection by the occupants such a search could not be enforced over an objection. All honourable members are aware of the danger to the fruit industry from the scourge of fruit fly, and this measure is to bring legislation into line with modern transport and to deal with the problem of diseases and infected fruit, and I commend it to the favourable consideration of members.

The Hon, A. J. SHARD secured the adjournment of the debate.
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