STOCK DISEASES ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1932
Legislative Council, 31 August 1932, page 645

Second reading
The MINISTER of LOCAL GOVERNMENT (Hon. J. Jelley—Central No. 1)—This Bill is introduced mainly for the purpose of removing various ambiguities and anomalies in the Stock Diseases Acts which became apparent during the preparation of a consolidating measure  It is proposed after the passage of this Bill to introduce a consolidation of the various Acts relating to stock diseases.  The Stock Diseases Act was passed in 1888, and some of its provisions do not now conform to modern practice  Consequently, this Bill is necessary if the consolidation is to take a satisfactory form.  Clause 2 repeals the Scab Act, 1859, and the Stock Disease's Act Amendment Act, 1903.  The Scab Act is a very old Act dealing with scab in sheep, and contains some provisions which are not in accordance with present, day practice.  This Act could very well have been repealed at the time of the passage of the Stock Diseases Act, 1888, but from perhaps excessive caution the Legislature of that day decided to retain the Scab Act in addition to passing the 1888 Act.  The latter Act contains provisions dealing with scab in sheep, and the retention of both Acts on the Statute Book is not necessary.  Scab in sheep has not appeared in this State for many years.  The Stock Diseases Act Amendment Act, 1903, contains special provisions relating to the destruction of infected swine and providing for partial compensation when infected swine are destroyed under the order of the Minister.  The whole policy of the Stock Diseases Act is contrary to the payment of compensation, and retention of those provisions relating to swine is certainly anomalous.  There is, of course, no more reason for granting compensation to owners of infected swine when destroyed for the protection of the community generally than there is for the granting of compensation to owners of other infected stock destroyed for the same reason, and the clause therefore repeals this Act. Clause 4 makes various amendments to definitions contained in the principal Act. "Stock" in the principal Act is defined to include certain animals and also such animals as the Governor adds by proclamation.  Proclamations have been made from time to time adding fowls, turkeys, ducks, geese, and pigeons to the definition of "stock."  These additions became necessary owing to the spread of certain diseases affecting poultry.  It is probable that the power of the Governor extended as far as this, but as a possible argument may be taken to the contrary, clause 4 makes the position absolutely clear and amends the definition so as to incorporate the effect of these proclamations.  Consequent upon this amendment, clause 11 names certain diseases of poultry which will be diseases for the purposes of the principal Act. These diseases have already been proclaimed diseases so that both amendments merely enact what has been considered to be the law for many years.  The definition of '' conveyance'' in the principal Act is not up to date, inasmuch as it does not contemplate motor transport.  Consequently, clause 4 and clauses 5, 7, and 8 make amend​ments accordingly.  Clause 6 repeals section 8 which deals with the laying of regulations upon the table of the House.  his matter is now provided for by the Acts Interpretation Act, 1915, and the section is therefore repealed as unnecessary.  In section 14 of the principal Act it is provided that when cattle are inoculated for pleuro-pneumonia they are to be marked by an upcut in the dewlap.  This is not in accordance with modern practice, and clause 9 therefore provides that the marking shall be in such manner as may be prescribed.  The administration of the principal Act is committed to the Commissioner of Crown Lands and Immigration.  The Act is now administered by the Minister of Agriculture and consequently clause 12 provides that the word "Minister" is to be substituted for "Commissioner" throughout the Acts. The remaining clauses make amendments of little importance and they do not require special comment.  In no case do they make any alteration in policy to the Stock Diseases Acts.  When it was considered desirable to consolidate the Stocks Diseases Acts the Chief Inspector of Stock drew the Minister's attention to the anomalies which I have placed before honorable members this afternoon.  Where amendments which are not of a controversial character can be suggested it is the duty of the Minister to bring them before the Chamber.  By doing that the measure becomes more practical, and the necessity to make further amendments is obviated for a long period.
The Hon. J. COWAN secured the adjournment of the debate until September 6.
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