METROPOLITAN AND EXPORT ABATTOIRS ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1952
Legislative Assembly, 30 September 1952, page 660
Second reading

The Hon. Sir GEORGE JENKINS (Minister of Agriculture)—I move:—That this Bill be now read a second time.  Its purpose is to make some administrative amendments to the Metropolitan and Export Abattoirs Act.  Section 67 of the Act provides that the Metropolitan and Export Abattoirs Board may pay its funds into a banking account which is to be operated on by cheques signed by the chairman or two other members of the board and countersigned by the secretary.  For an organization carrying on business to the extent the board does this method of signing cheques is cumbersome and inconvenient and the board has suggested that the procedure proposed by clause 2 should be followed.  Clause 2 provides that cheques of the board are to be signed by the chairman, any member of the board or any officer of the board who is authorized by the board to sign cheques, and that the cheques are to be countersigned by an officer of the board who is authorized by the board to countersign cheques.  The clause gives to the board power to authorize officers to sign or countersign cheques, as the case may be, and to withdraw any such authority.

Clauses 3 and 4 have been suggested by the Royal Zoological Society of South Australia and have been approved by the Abattoirs Board.  Section 85 of the Act, among other things, prohibits the slaughter of stock within the metropolitan abattoirs area except at the Metropolitan Abattoirs and the feeding to animals of stock not slaughtered at the abattoirs.  A proviso to the section exempts stock killed at the Zoological Gardens for consumption by animals there.  However, this proviso does not cover the case of animals which are slaughtered elsewhere than at the abattoirs and the society has asked that this limitation be removed.  Clause 3 accordingly redrafts the proviso to section 85.  The effect of the clause is that the exemption given to the society with respect to the use of slaughtered stock for the feeding of animals at the Zoological Gardens will apply to stock wherever slaughtered.

Section 86 of the Act provides that where any stock dies or is killed in the metropolitan abattoirs area the owner is either to apply to an inspector for leave to bury the carcass or is to convey the carcass to the abattoirs for disposal.  The Zoological Society points out that where an animal such as a horse or cow dies, or is injured so that it must be destroyed, the section now precludes the society from taking the carcass and using it as food for animals in the Zoological Gardens.  Clause 4 therefore provides that, in addition to the alternatives now provided in the section, the owner of the stock in question may arrange for the carcass to be conveyed to the Zoological Gardens for consumption by animals there.  The existing proviso to the section dealing with the Zoological Gardens is also re-drafted by the clause in conformity with the amendment proposed by clause 3.

Mr. 0 ’HALLORAN secured the adjournment of the debate.
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