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HIDE AND LEATHER INDUSTRIES LEGISLATION REPEAL BILL 1956

Legislative Council, 15 August 1956, page 291

Second reading

The Hon. C. D. ROWE (Attorney General), having obtained leave, introduced a Bill for an Act to repeal the Hide and Leather Industries Act, 1948, and the Hide and Leather Industries Act Suspension Act, 1954.  Read a first time.

The Hon. C. D. ROWE—I move—
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to repeal the Hide and Leather Industries Act, 1948, and the Hide and Leather Industries Act Suspension Act passed in 1954.  The control of the sale of hides in the Commonwealth began during the war, and was conducted under National Security Regulations.  In 1948 the scheme ceased to be conducted under those regulations, and was regulated instead by joint legislation passed by the Commonwealth and the States.  The scheme continued in operation until August, 1954, when the Commonwealth Government found it desirable to bring the scheme to an end, and passed legislation suspending the operation of the Commonwealth Hide and Leather Industries Act, 1948, except to the extent necessary to enable the Australian Hide and Leather Industries Board to wind up its affairs.

In the circumstances, it became necessary for South Australia to pass similar legislation, and members will recall that this was done in 1954.  The board has completed the winding up of its affairs, and the Commonwealth Parliament has passed legislation repealing the Commonwealth legislation dealing with the marketing of hides. There is now no further purpose in retaining the South Australian legislation on the Statute Book, and this Bill effects the necessary repeals.  Members may ask whether there were any surplus assets when the winding up of the board’s affairs was completed.  The answer is that when the board completed the winding up of its affairs, a sum of approximately £5,000 in cash was left over.  The Commonwealth Act provides for this sum to be applied towards any claims outstanding against the board, the cost of any legal proceedings in respect of such claims, and subject to such payments, for the benefit of the hide and leather industries in such manner as the Minister of Commerce and Agriculture shall approve.

The Hon. C. S. BEVAN secured the adjournment of the debate.
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