VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT AMENDMENT BILL 1968

Legislative Council, 9 October 1968, page 1739

Second reading

The Hon. C. R. STORY (Minister of Agriculture): I move: 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Its purpose is to enable the Veterinary Surgeons Board of South Australia to register, as veterinary surgeons in South Australia, competent veterinary surgeons who graduated outside the Commonwealth of Australia.  A provision was inserted to this effect by the amending Act of 1952, but that Act provided that an application for registration by a foreign graduate had to be made within three years after the passing of that Act.  This Bill revives that provision without, however, imposing any limitation as to the time of application for registration. 

Clause 3 therefore amends section 17a of the principal Act, which is the provision dealing with the registration of foreign graduates inserted by the amending Act of 1952. In its amended form, it will provide that a person shall be entitled to be registered as a veterinary surgeon if he has attained the age of 21 years and is of good character and (a) he has passed through a course of veterinary study in a country outside the Commonwealth and has duly graduated in that course of study; (b) the course of study was, if he graduated before January 1, 1947, of not less than four years’ duration or, if he graduated on or after that day, of not less than five years’ duration; (c) he is, by law, qualified to practise as a veterinary surgeon in the country in which he graduated; (d) he has resided in Australia for not less than two years; and (e) he has satisfied the examiners appointed by the board of his competence in veterinary surgery and practice. The remaining provisions of the Bill merely make decimal currency amendments.  I commend the Bill to honourable members. 

The Hon. A. F. KNEEBONE secured the adjournment of the debate
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