Charles Jonas Valentine 1865 to 1905

Chief Inspector of Stock & Brands
Charles Jonas Valentine was born in Woodbrooke, Sussex, England on 21 December 1834.  Lured by the gold rush, he immigrated to Victoria in 1852.  In 1853, he travelled overland to the South East of South Australia and became involved in the pastoral industry near Penola until 1865.  He married Isabella Ann Johnston at Penola on 11 November 1863 and they subsequently had 7 children.
On July 3 1865, Charles Valentine was appointed to the position of Chief Inspector of Stock.  He replaced pioneering pastoralist Henry Thomas Morris (Morris arrived in SA with Governor Hindmarsh in 1836) who had initially been an Inspector of Stock, then the Chief Inspector of Stock for the previous 10 years.

At the time of Valentine’s appointment, South Australia was experiencing drought, and many pastoralists were facing bankruptcy and unable to pay their lease fees.  One of Valentine’s first jobs was to become involved in the Northern Runs Commission which was tasked to “enquire into and report respecting the nature, characteristics, and extent of any losses and difficulties which the lessees therefore may from time to time have sustained” in northern pastoralist areas.  This investigation was conducted with The Hon C Bonney and Mr Wentworth Cavenaugh  MP.  Later Valentine was also appointed as the Valuator of Runs.
As a result of the 1864 to 1866 drought, the SA Government requested Surveyor General George Goyder establish a line north of which pastoralists might receive assistance.  Goyder’s Line subsequently became seen as the limit for arable agriculture. (Source: “Our Crop Lands” by J C Radcliffe, Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Soc of SA).

Traveling to northern pastoral properties in the 1860’s and 1870’s would have been arduous and by horse, have required camping out and good bush skills.  Valentine also had responsibility for administering livestock health matters in the Northern Territory, and was Inspector of Brands.  He was also appointed to the Central Bureau, a governing body for the Advisory Board of Agriculture on 10 September 1888.

The role required development of policies and legislation for managing a wide range of livestock pests and diseases.  This included negotiation at a national level on livestock health matters such as lice, cattle tick and sheep scab.  One of his innovations was introduction of compulsory dipping of sheep for lice after shearing.

Some of the key legislation he was responsible for putting in place and administering included:


Scab Act 1867


Brands Act 1878


Stock Diseases Act 1888

In 1886 as part of background work for consolidation of livestock health legislation Valentine wrote a small book “Notes upon diseases in live stock in Europe”.  Following passing of the new Stock Diseases Act 1888, he was appointed as the Chief Inspector of Stock, a title he held the rest of his career.
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Stock and Brands Office Staff on the occasion of the retirement of C J Valentine, Inspector of Stock 1865-1905.  C J Valentine is seated centre of front row.
Back row L-R  R Williams, S A Cahill (clerk), G E Curnow (Inspector of Stock) and H O Laurenti (Clerk).  Front row L-R  H A Doudy (Inspector of Stock), R J Needham (Deputy Chief Inspector of Stock), C J Valentine (retiring Inspector of Stock and Registrar of Brands, T H Williams (Inspector of Stock) and R L Winkler (Inspector of Stock).

Source:  State Library of South Australia image B 49703.

Through most of his career Valentine was responsible for a separate “Stock and Brands Department”.  This subsequently became a branch of the Dept of Agriculture & Intelligence when this was formed in 1905, the same year as Valentine retired.
For a period of time, Valentine was also Chief Inspector of Fisheries, but retired from this role on November 21, 1895.

Charles Valentine held the position of Chief Inspector of Stock in various guises for 40 years.  He was forced to retire under the Septuagenarian Act at age 70, on 30 June, 1905.  He was held in high regard by the livestock and pastoral industries and the state’s stock and station agents.  Mr R J Needham who was previously the Deputy Chief Inspector of Stock replaced Charles Valentine as Chief Inspector of Stock.
Charles Valentine lived out his retirement in the Prospect district dying on 12 September 1915.
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