Duncan Forbes Laurie,1861 to 1930

Government Poultry Expert and Lecturer
Duncan Forbes Laurie was born on November 28, 1861 at Port Elliot and was educated at St Peters College.
In 1877 he started working for the grain and flour merchants Morgan, Connor and Glyde.  As part of his duties, he delivered daily wheat and flour quotations to the Advertiser and Chronicle newspapers.  With a strong interest in poultry, and through this connection, he began providing small articles to these newspapers.  In about 1886, he was commissioned to write a regular weekly poultry article for the Chronicle.  He continued to provide these articles for nearly 60 years.
In January 1879, he passed the entry examination to become a cadet in the South Australian Civil Service, and was appointed to the Engineer in Chief’s Department on May 2, 1887.
Through the 1880s, Laurie was a keen poultry enthusiast breeding and exhibiting several breeds of fowls.  An innovator, he built single testing pens and mating pens for his breeding hens, and designed new styles of housing for poultry.  In 1888, he designed an electrically regulated incubator, with his design being published in newspapers and Compton’s Australasian Book of Poultry.
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In 1895, while working for the Engineer in Chief’s department, he was appointed as an honorary Government Poultry Expert.  He was permanently appointed as the Government Poultry Expert and Lecturer within the Department of Agriculture in 1905, and continued in the role until his retirement in 1930.

D F Laurie began delivering lectures on poultry in 1894, and from 1897 was a regular guest lecturer at Roseworthy Agricultural College and the School of Mines, Adelaide.  Like other industry experts, D F Laurie delivered numerous lectures to Agricultural Bureaus and wide range of audiences during his career.
Part of his early career was associated with development of export markets for eggs and poultry to other states and the UK.  Office of the Engineer in Chief (where Mr Laurie was initially employed) established the refrigeration works at Port Adelaide which would later become the Government Produce Department (SA Register June 25, 1895).

Sale of poor quality stale eggs that were unsuitable for human consumption was a major issue and Laurie introduced requirements that eggs being marketed as “fresh” by growers should be no more than 4 days old.  In 1909, he carried out a series of experiments on the cold storage of eggs to improve shelf life.  

Around 1910, a series of “egg circles” were established to foster cooperative marketing.  This ultimately led to formation of the Red Comb Egg Association, which became a major marketing and purchasing business supporting SA poultry farmers.  

D F Laurie played a lead role in development of the Parafield Poultry Station.  This new research facility was established in 1911 amalgamating poultry research and advisory functions located at Roseworthy, Kybybolite and Murray Bridge research centres.  Parafield Poultry Station was established with some very advanced equipment including:
· The latest Zeiss large microscope with Zeiss photo micrographic camera.

· Surgical and dissection equipment for post mortem work.

· The incubator rooms and brooder houses were heated with gas generated by a Booty-Lofthouse petrol gas plant.
· A comprehensive array of modern pens and housing for poultry breeding and research.

At the time of its establishment, the Parafield Poultry Station was claimed to be “the largest official poultry station in the world”.  Under D F Laurie’s guidance, the Parafield Poultry Station played a key role in assisting poultry producers to access good breeding stock, improve egg size, and access the latest technical information.  A feature of Parafield’s success was its frequent field days and communication with poultry farmers.

Comprehensive information about the history of the Parafield Poultry Station is available on this website in an article written by Errol Polden.  It can be accessed at: www.pir.sa.gov.au/aghistory/dept_of_agriculture_as_an_organisation/locations/parafield/parafield_poultry_station2 
During the Great Depression, running fowls was promoted as a way of diversifying small mixed farms and to assist with subsistence of farm families.
Judging by reports, he was able to deliver important messages in a humorous manner.  Throughout his career, D F Laurie was a prolific author writing many books and publications.  Some of the most significant included:

· Hints and Advice on the Breeding and rearing of Poultry; Produce Export Branch, Department of Agriculture, 1895.

· A Poultry manual, Department of Agriculture; 2nd Edition 1903; 3rd Edition 1909; 4th Edition 1920; 5th edition (R.M. Osborne) 1930.

· Hints and Advice on the Breeding and Rearing of Poultry, Department of Agriculture; 1895.
· Chicken Pox in Poultry; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 13; 1906.

· Poultry Notes; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 15; 1906

· Scientific Breeding and Heredity: Some Notes on Research in Mendelism; paper for the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science; Brisbane; January 1909.
· Poultry Conference, Official report of proceedings, Adelaide 1910
· A single testing system for breeding for egg production; South Australian Department of Agriculture; 1911.

· Reproductive Organs of the Hen; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 72; 1912.

· The Poultry Tick; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 74; 1912.

· Poultry Foods and Feeding : A Manual for all Breeders; Cassel & Co; 1912.
· Parasites of Poultry; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 80; 1913.

· Parafield egg laying competition – final report; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 93; 1915.

· Poultry: the great importance of drinking water for laying hens; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 113; 1917.

· Poultry Notes – Terata Monsters; Department of Agriculture; Bulletin No 130; 1920.

· Poultry housing; Department of Agriculture; 1924

D F Laurie gained international recognition through his advanced scientific approach to poultry issues.  His book on poultry feed and nutrition was very comprehensive and attracted world wide recognition.  Laurie also contributed a series of articles about Parafield’s breeding and selection systems to the Journal of Genetics through connections with the British Science Association.
Laurie retired in May 1930.  He was replaced as the Government Poultry Expert by C F P Anderson, previously the Manager of Parafield Poultry Station.
After retirement he continued to have an active role with the poultry industry being a judge at many shows and exhibitions, and continuing to write regular articles for The Chronicle.
Duncan Forbes Laurie died at Paracombe on 31 July 1945 aged 83 years.
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