Percy Hampden Suter
Dairy Instructor and Government Dairy Expert
1904 to 1939

Percy Hampden Suter was born on June 7, 1874.  His father (Mr A V Suter) owned large grazing holdings in Victoria and Queensland, and was a sheep and cattle breeder.  The main property that Percy Suter spent his childhood at was Yambuk Station near Port Fairy.  He was educated at Scotch College, Victoria and then completed a Diploma of Agriculture at Dookie Agricultural College, Victoria.
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After completing his education, Mr Suter obtained initial experience in manufacture of butter and cheese at the Rosebrook Factory in the western districts of Victoria.  He then managed four different butter and cheese factories in Victoria over approximately 8 years, the last of these being Cowwar Butter Factory in 1899.  This employment gave Mr Suter comprehensive knowledge and experience in dairy management, butter and cheese manufacture1.
Following further study in bacteriology at Melbourne University, he was appointed to the position of Dairy Instructor at Hawkesbury Agricultural College in April 1901 and held this position for three and a half years.  
On August 4 1904, Mr Suter moved to South Australia and commenced work as the Dairy Instructor based at Roseworthy Agricultural College.  In this role, he lectured and ran practical sessions for students during the academic year, and undertook work with dairy farmers and industry during student vacations.  He was a strong advocate of education for young farmers2, and delivered a program of lectures on dairy topics at the School of Mines.
With establishment of the SA Department of Agriculture in 1905, Mr Suter was appointed to the position of Dairy Instructor in this new agency.  From 1911 to 1926, Mr Suter was promoted to and employed in the more senior position of Government Dairy Expert.
Mr Suter was an advocate for processing butter and cheese centrally at factories rather than on farms.  This was to overcome contamination problems and improve consistency of butter, cheese and milk quality.
In 1906, Mr Suter used his dairy manufacturing experience to play a leading role in establishment of the Government Butter Factory at the Government Freezing Works (part of the Government Produce Department) at Port Adelaide.  Dairy farmers within the central part of South Australia could consign cream to this factory, and were paid on butter fat content plus a bonus from the profits of the Government Butter Factory.  Virtually all of the butter produced was exported to London.  The factory needed to expand its machinery capacity to process 12 t of butter per week in its first year, and a manager, Mr Edwards was appointed.  Annual production increased from 112 t in 1906-07 to 299 t in 1908-09, necessitating construction of a larger factory in 1908-09.
Commencing in 1908, Mr Suter became responsible for management of the Turretfield Stud Farm.  In this role, Mr Suter had responsibility for managing the Turretfield Research Centre except for 300 acres being operated by the Parafield Wheat Breeding Station.  He had a key role in developing stud herds at Turretfield from 1908, and was active in importing stud stock from NSW and Victoria to improve local cattle bloodlines.  In 1911-12, the decision was made to manage Turretfield as a single unit under one manager to improve financial performance3.
In 1926, the Director of Agriculture (Prof A J Perkins) in consultation with the Minister of Agriculture (The Hon T Butterfield) initiated a major review of services to South Australia’s dairy industry.  This resulted in establishment of a new structure for the Dairy Branch and setting up a regional network of Dairy Instructors4.

Mr Harold “Lofty” Barlow from NSW was appointed to the new position of Chief Dairy Instructor.  Mr Suter (previously the Dairy Expert) was appointed as Senior District Dairy Instructor for Murray Mallee based at Murray Bridge.  Other regional Dairy Instructors appointed at this time were Central District (Mr H J Apps - Adelaide), South Eastern (Mr W H Downes - Mt Gambier), Northern (Mr J O Hatter - Gladstone) and Eyre Peninsula (Mr D H M Adams - Pt Lincoln).  In 1929, the role of Dairy Instructors was expanded to include supervision of dairies, cheese and butter factories under the Dairy Industry Act 1928.

Mr Suter played a vital role in development of the herd testing service to improve genetics and performance of dairy herds.  The first herd to be officially recorded was under the supervision of Mr Suter in 1913 at Plympton.  In May 1920, Government subsidies were offered to assist formation of Herd Testing Associations.  The first herd testing association was formed at Murray Bridge, and was launched by Prof A.J. Perkins on September 4, 1920.  Mr Suter fostered the formation of numerous herd testing associations through the 1920s and 1930s.

Further details about herd improvement and testing can be found in https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/aghistory/industries/livestock/dairy/herd_improvement .
Mr Suter must have been outspoken at times as there were a number of criticisms recorded about him.  In 1912, he took libel action against a Sandy Creek farmer over the purchase of hay for Turretfield.  At a meeting of the Affiliated Dairymen’s Association at Murray Bridge in July 1935, Mr Suter became involved in a vigorous argument with the Acting Prime Minister, Dr Earle Page.  This dispute about the quality standards for butter being exported to England was reported nationally5.
In late 1932, a number of dairymen and landowners approached Mr Suter encouraging him to nominate as a candidate for the forthcoming State election.  Subsequently in the 1938 election, Mr Suter ran as an independent candidate for the Electorate of Murray in the Legislative Council6.  He was unsuccessful in this bid to enter politics.

Mr Suter was a very experienced dairy cattle judge, and would use judging opportunities to make comment about dairy industry matters and outlook.  He also fostered students entering cattle judging competitions to gain a better understanding of the characteristics of highly productive dairy cattle.
Percy Suter married Gladys Gwendoline May in 1915.  Together they had a keen interest in horse breeding and showing.  Mrs Suter entered many horse competitions at regional agricultural shows.  In 1920, Mrs Suter loaned her hack for use by the Prince of Wales during his State visit.  There are later reports of her success at showing horses in various events.
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During the latter part of his career, Mr Suter did some further lecturing on dairy matters at Hawkesbury Agricultural College.  He retired as Dairy Instructor Murray Mallee on June 3, 19397.  During his retirement, he continued with an interest in dairy cattle judging, and was reported as participating at regional agricultural shows into the mid 1940s8.
Mr Suter died in Victoria in 1961.
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In addition, Mr Suter published a wide range of articles in the SA Department of Agriculture’s Journal of Agriculture.  Some examples include:
Packing of Butter for Export Markets; 1 April 1905, P.503.

Feeding Dairy Cattle; 1 November 1905; P287.

The Butter Season – a Satisfactory Year; 7 May, 1907; P.615.

Advice to Dairymen address; June 1911; P.1072.
Profitable Management of Dairy Herds (presentation); November 1912; P.487.

The Dairy Industry (address to Quorn Agricultural Bureau); April 1913; P1001.
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