BULK HANDLING OF GRAIN ACT AMENDMENT BILL (DIRECTORS) 1969

Legislative Council, 20 November 1969, page 3158

Second reading

The Hon. C. R. STORY (Minister of Agriculture): I move: 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 

Some time ago the then Government received representations from the United Farmers and Graziers of South Australia Incorporated for the splitting of the bulk handling zone of Eyre Peninsula into two, thus providing two zone directors for that area.  The present directors of the South Australian Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited have concurred in the proposal, and the purpose of this Bill is to provide the machinery to give effect to it from the next election of zone directors, that is, on September 6, 1970.  This Bill also gives effect to a request by the company that the term of elected directors be four years rather than six years as is the case at present since the shorter term is more usual in comparable authorities in other States.  At the same time opportunity has been taken to generally bring the principal Act up to date. 

Clause 1 of the Bill is formal.  Clause 2 amends the definition section by bringing up to date references to certain Acts.  Clause 3 repeals sections 4, 4a and 4b which are now redundant since the advances made under them have now been repaid.  Clause 4 makes appropriate provisions to continue in operation the guarantee given in respect of the last advance made to the company by the Commonwealth Bank.  Clause 5 provides that after September 6, 1970, there shall be eight elected directors of the company of whom five shall be “zone” directors, and by proposed new paragraph (4) power is given to the directors to create an additional zone.  At paragraph (e) of this clause, provision is made for the term of elected directors to be four years in lieu of the former period of six years, since this period seems more in line with the term of office of directors in comparable organizations in other States.  At paragraph (f), provision is made to ensure that the term of office of the State directors next elected will expire midway in the term of the zone directors, thus ensuring a degree of continuity of service of directors. 

Clause 6 makes a decimal currency amendment and changes a reference to “wheatgrower” to a “grower of grain” to accord with amendments previously made to the principal Act.  Clauses 7 and 8 effect decimal currency amendments.  Clause 9 brings up to date an obsolete reference to the metropolitan area and also effects a decimal currency amendment.  Clause 10 substitutes references to the Minister of Marine for references to the South Australian Harbors Board.  Clause 11 redrafts section 16 (2) to make its meaning clear.  Clauses 12, 13 and 14 effect minor Statute law revision and decimal currency amendments. 

The Hon. A. F. KNEEBONE secured the adjournment of the debate.
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