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African daisy (Senecio pterophorus) 

 
 
Background 
 
African daisy (Senecio pterophorus) was first recorded in S.A. at Port Lincoln in 1932.  It 
spread rapidly on Lower Eyre Peninsula until about 1960, and to the Adelaide Hills and 
Kangaroo Island.  By 1965 it was reported at Millicent, and is now common over all areas 
receiving over 500 mm annual rainfall with the exception of Kangaroo Island where it has 
almost disappeared.  It occurs in areas receiving as little as 250 mm.  The plant has a shallow 
root system, and although dense patches establish in some areas with less than 500 mm 
rainfall, in a good season, they die out after a dry summer. 
 
 
Discussion 
 
African daisy is a pioneer plant that occupies bare ground after disturbance of the soil or 
vegetation (e.g. by fire, logging or clearance of undergrowth).  It may become dominant and 
very conspicuous in the first years after disturbance.  If left undisturbed the plant gradually 
thins out and will not replace itself.   It can occur in well managed, established pastures and 
cereal areas, but is not a major problem in these situations. 
 
In many cases the best way of controlling African daisy is to do nothing, as it is short lived, and 
once other vegetation returns, it disappears.  It creates an environment unsuitable for its own 
seedlings. 
 
African daisy is easily controlled as a seedling by grazing by goats or sheep; no ill effects on 
these livestock have been reported in Australia. 
 
It appears that native organisms which feed on native Senecio species are able to exploit 
African daisy. 
 
There is no evidence that African daisy is spreading or is likely to spread to uninfested areas.  
African daisy will continue to occur in generally uninfested areas that are disturbed by fire or 
clearing. 
 
In all areas with on-going control programs African daisy is well established.  Enforced control 
programs relying on herbicides often delay the establishment of more desirable vegetation.   
There is therefore little value in continuing enforced control programs in S.A. 
 
Restrictions on the sale and transport of African daisy will not be necessary if enforced control 
is stopped. 
 
 
Declaration 
 
No sections of the Natural Resources Management Act, 2004, apply to African daisy. 
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